 
 
 
e-Bulletin – April 2007 
 
In this edition
· Labour Day March 2007 & QDN BBQ
· Setting QDN Priorities for 2007 - 2008
· The CSTDA Campaign Update
· QDN visited by delegation from the Disabled Federation of China
· Symposium on Disability Down Under - Conference Report from QDN member Amanda Tink
· QDN Writers’ and Storytellers’ Circle – Ripple Effects
· QDN Member messages:
How is the Bus Service in Brisbane?
Telstra Directory Assistance
· QAI Report Launch:  ‘‘Disabled Justice” - People with Disability in the Criminal Justice System.
· Market Research Initiative For Disability Services Queensland
· QR DDA Reference Group
· QDHC Hot Topics Housing
· Closing the Gaps - Local and Community Transport Conference 10th and 11th May 07 Brisbane
· Are you a member of QDN yet?
· Let Us Known What You Think!
 
 
Labour Day March 2007 & QDN BBQ

QDN will be marching in the 2007 Labour Day March and we are looking for members to get involved. This year we will again be protesting the changes brought about by Welfare to Work.
Following the march we will be holding a BBQ for members back at the office.
When: Monday 7 May
Assemble: 10.30am
Where: Leichardt St near the crn Upper Edward St (Outside the Sportsman’s Hotel)
March route
The march will leave the assembly point at 10:30am - the route is as follows:
· assemble Leichardt St near the crn Upper Edward St 

· turn right into Wharf Street 
· turn left into Turbot Street 
· merge into Wickham Street 
· turn left into Brunswick Street 
· turn right into St Pauls Terrace 
· turn left into Alexandria Street 
· enter RNA Showgrounds 

Please RSVP to the QDN office on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au 
Assistance with transport is available.
Top…
 

Setting QDN Priorities for 2007 - 2008

 

Last week, the staff and management committee finalised QDN’s priorities for 2007 – 2008 financial year. Thank you all the members who took time to let us know what you thought our priorities should be for this coming financial year. The voice of members of QDN ultimately influences the projects that QDN undertakes throughout the year. 
 
Some of our top priorities for 07/08 include:
· Exploring alternative sources of funding.
· Getting people with disability involved in the DSQS in a real way.
· Federal Election Campaigning.
 
We will now be focusing on the development of a plan as to how we will address these priorities. We plan to make this available in June and if you are interested in a copy please do not hesitate to contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email: qdn@qdn.org.au.
 
Top…
The CSTDA Campaign Update

Meeting Of Disability Ministers Brisbane 3 April 2007
As reported in the previous e-Bulletins Ministers from across Australia met in Brisbane on the 3rd April to discuss the new Agreement.
People with disability, families and supporters came out in force across the country in support of a new Commonwealth State/Territory Disability Agreement (CSTDA) that makes a commitment to providing the support that people with disability and their families need. 
In Brisbane people with disability and families from all States and Territories met with Disability Ministers prior to their formal meeting. Supporters gathered outside the meeting and around the country people ‘Sat-In’ at the Electorate Office of their Members of Parliament, including several QDN members from across QLD. 
The Australian Government’s position is that the States/Territories must produce good data on unmet need for accommodation support and state how much they are prepared to fund. The Australian Government has committed to match, dollar for dollar, the funding required to address unmet need for accommodation support. The Australian Government also stated that it was prepared to negotiate with individual States and Territories if it could not get a combined Agreement.
The States were unanimous in their concern that this would see the demise of the CSTDA. They were also strongly of the view that the Australian Government should specify what money they are prepared to contribute. The States concluded the meeting and asked for another meeting within three to four weeks. 

The National CSTDA Community Alliance is now planning a federal election campaign and we will report on how you can get involved when more information is available. 
 

QDN visited by delegation from the Disabled Federation of China

Last Thursday QDN was visited by a delegation from the Disabled Federation of China - a government organisation supporting people with disability.  
They wrote to us a month back and asked to meet with us so that they could learn about our organisation.
With the help of their interpreter, Terry, we all spent an enjoyable two hours together.  Firstly, everyone in the room introduced themselves, and then we told them about our structure, history and values.  After our presentation everyone asked lots of questions, and learned more about people with disability in both countries.  Half way through the morning we shared a delicious morning tea.
At the end, they presented us with a hand-made gift that now hangs in the office.  And everyone squeezed in together for a photo.  The morning was a good mixture of information exchange and fun. 
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Symposium on Disability Down Under - Conference Report from QDN member Amanda Tink
On the 17th of April I went to Sydney for the Symposium on Disability Down Under.  It was organised by Shelley Tremain, a Canadian bioethicist focusing on disability studies, currently lecturing at Sydney University.
The first presentation was called Ways of Staring, and it was given by Rosemarie Garland Thomson, from Emory University in Atlanta.  She showed and described a number of different types of images of people with disability, and explained how different types of images emphasise different things.  The second presentation was from Catherine McGrath, who talked about the results so far from her masters research on cancer survivors who return to work.  She particularly focused on how they were treted by employers or potential employers, and whether they saw themselves as being discriminated against.
Shelley spoke next about models of disability, and updated us on current thinking in disability studies.  Lastly, Lennard Davis spoke on Deafness, and current debates on how deaf people define themselves, and are defined by other people.
All of the presentations were thought-provoking.  And it was refreshing to see these very relevant topics discussed outside disability studies lectures. 
If you are interested in attending a conference QDN may be able to support you to attend. Call or email the office to find out more.
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QDN Writers’ and Storytellers’ Circle – Ripple Effects
This is an invitation to all QDN's members far and wide who enjoy their writing and making new friends, well now you can come onto the Ripple Effects Home Page and this is the address which is http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rippleeffects 
Come and join your fellow writers. In the near future, we will be able to include other members of the community, but as members of QDN you have the first opportunity to join this happy but busy group of writers and their families to have their voices heard.
If there is enough interest, there will be an educational side to things such as learning to write lobbying letters to our politicians to make them more accountable for disability issues.
Come and join our happy crew from Shirley Brumby The Ripple Effects Coordinator. 
If you are interested in the Circle or to find out the times for the next meeting of the Writers’ and Storytellers’ Circle please contact Sarah on 1300 363 783 or email sarahh@qdn.org.au 
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QDN Member messages:

This is your place to talk to other members of QDN. With over 1000 members of our network, your voice can be heard across Queensland.  Email or call the office on 1300 363 783 if there is something you want to say.
How is the Bus Service in Brisbane?
Here is a message from a QDN member to other members: 
The Transinfo telephone line (13 12 30) has a feedback section for letting the Council know about problems with the buses. I rung Transinfo last week and said ‘operator’ when asked for the first voice prompt. I then asked the operator to put me through to the feedback section. I gave heaps of feedback on the specific bus routes where there was a bus with a broken ramp, or specific bus stops where the buses just don’t stop when we hail them. There is also a feedback form under the ‘contact us’ section of the Transinfo website. I found them great in getting back to me on my concerns. I’d encourage other members to also give feedback – the more we speak out, the sooner things can improve!
 
Telstra Directory Assistance
Another member communicated to us recently that she thinks that the Disability Directory Assistance service from Telstra is not very well known. People who have trouble holding or reading the WhitePages, and who can not access the Telstra 1234 number can apply for free directory assistance by calling the Telstra Disability Hotline on 1800 068 424. Upon request, Telstra will send you out an application form to register for this service. 
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QAI Report Launch:  ‘‘Disabled Justice” - People with Disability in the Criminal Justice System. 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2006 was recently signed by Australia. The Convention reaffirms that persons with disability have the right to recognition everywhere as persons before the law and requires states to ensure effective access to justice for persons with disability.
 
QAI is launching a report which investigated issues for people with a disability in Queensland within the Criminal Justice System. There has been a genuine level of concern regarding the issues and some major steps have already been taken by a number of agencies to address inequities in the justice system.
 
When: Tuesday 22 May 07
Where: Banco Court - Law Courts Complex, 304 George Street Brisbane
Time: 5.30pm-7.30pm
 
Refreshments will be served
 
RSVP: 16 May 2007
Please note:
Security Rules at the Law Courts Complex will require attendees to show invitation.
 
For more information contact:
Christina or Lyn At QAI qai@qai.org.au
Phone: 07 3236 1122
Top…
 
Market Research Initiative For Disability Services Queensland

TNS Global Research was commissioned by DSQ to conduct a survey to seek to identify general community awareness levels of current barriers to full inclusion for people with a disability. QDN was asked to nominate a representative to participate in a 30 to 45 minute in-depth interview. 
A representative from QDN's management committee participated in the survey. The survey was designed to provide a current understanding of attitudes and awareness levels in the wider community about people with a disability and the issues that affect their daily lives. 
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QR DDA Reference Group

QDN's representative attended the bimonthly reference group meeting on the 17th of April 2007. The reference group is attended by individuals representing a broad range of organisations directly related to the disability field as well as QR staff. 
A member of the reference group brought up the subject of major problems with disability parking at Birkdale Station. This item was on the agenda (including photographs) and QDNs representative is pleased to say that the issues with disability parking were resolved by QR staff on the day. 
A QR staff member informed the group of moves to design the display of an M16, vintage train carriage, at Rockhampton railway station to be accessible to all people with disabilities. QR staff took on board feedback from members of the group. 
QR sought input from the reference group about the wording and relevant questions in regard to a Traveltrain survey required by Queensland Transport that is to be conducted in the future. QDN would be pleased to hear what sort of questions you would like to be included in this survey. These questions can be fed back to Queensland Rail. 
The meeting went for two hours and involved a lot of discussion about a number of issues. QDN's representative is pleased to say that through the QR DDA Reference Group, Queensland rail actively seeks out information from people with disabilities with a view to incorporating this feedback into future plans For Queensland Rail. Please note that the last sentence is QDNs representative point of view only. 
QDN is interested in feedback, positive and negative, from its members about experiences when using Queensland rail transport -- long-distance and commuting in Brisbane. This feedback can then be fed back to the QR DDA Reference Group. 
 

Top…
 

QDHC Hot Topics Housing
QDN is presently supporting Qld Disability Housing Coalition (QDHC) undertake an extension of our Hot Topics group on the issue of housing and tenancy rights. The groups will be meeting in Toowoomba, Gold Coast and Gympie. Meeting times are now being organised, so if you are interested please let us know asap.
Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email: qdn@qdn.org.au
 

Top…
Playback Theatre performance - “Stories of my Life”

People who experience mental health issues have many stories on their journey. This event is an opportunity to share what is satisfying and meaningful to you? What stops you from living life fully? What enables you? How does being called a consumer affect you?
Share your story or listen to others. Bring your friends, family and allies.
Playback theatre is an improvisational form of theatre. We listen to your stories – stories of happiness and hope, sadness and struggle - and play them back in a respectful way. You can participate as much or as little as you like.
When: Friday 8 June 2007,  10.30am – 2.30pm.  Performance will begin at 11.00am
Where: New Farm Uniting Church Hall , Merthyr Rd New Farm  (Bus number 197, stop number 14)
 (Fully Accessible)
To RSVP by June 5, Lunch provided or for further information contact: Jen or Catherine 38322600 or 0420978835 
Workshop: For those interested a short interactive workshop will be held from 1.30 – 2.30 to discuss participation in non government services (the good, the bad and the ugly) so your key points can be raised at the Queensland Alliance conference.
The Consumer Participation Program, Queensland Alliance, is funded by Disability Services Queensland. 
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Closing the Gaps - Local and Community Transport Conference
10th and 11th May 07 Brisbane

Transport is a fundamental need of all people. And yet, in every community, there are individuals and groups whose quality of life is diminished because they cannot access suitable and affordable alternatives to the private motor vehicle and mainstream public transport. Developing and implementing sustainable transport solutions at the local or community level is essential to closing the gaps in the transport system that give rise to this situation.
Rising to the challenge of closing the gaps offers hope for those who fall through them, opportunities for industry and a way forward for government and the community.
 
Why you should attend:
"Closing the Gaps" will take a strong practical focus on community-based responses to unmet transport and will feature leading local and international exponents and authorities. The conference is all about:
Catching up with recent developments from around Australia and around the world
Showcasing real-world approaches and solutions that have been proven to work
Highlighting opportunities
Sharing knowledge and experience
Building networks
Encouraging people to think outside 'their patch'
Shaping planning and decision-making at all levels
 
For more information contact Sandy on 07 3205 2955.
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Are you a member of QDN yet?

Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? You may even get the e-Bulletin from another source as it is often passed on via other networks. 
If so, then why not take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability it is free to join!
For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
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Let Us Known What You Think!

At QDN we are always wanting to improve how we do things. That means we want to hear your thoughts, after all it is your network.
Please let us know how you think QDN has been going. Do you like the e-Bulletin? Do you attend QDN events and find them useful? What are your thoughts?
Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
 
Top…
 

Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.
 
We would like to hear from you:
Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 
 
You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 
Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 
 
