[image: image2.jpg]QDN

QUEENSLANDERS WITH
DISABILITY NETWORK INC





 April e-Bulletin 2006
In this edition

· Reminder - Labour Day March
· Disability Service Act 2006
· Queensland Health Home Care Service
· QDN will be Exhibiting at the Brisbane Social Forum
· Are you a member of QDN yet?
· What Members are Talking About
· Gold Coast Network
· Sharing Experiences of Lobbying
· Review of the Provision of Telecommunications Equipment to People With Disability
· Qld Transport Steering Committee on Disability Parking
· Car Parking Changes at the Princess Alexandra Hospital
· A Tip Passed on by a QDN Member.
· Quantum Technology Scholarships (advertisement)
· Self Advocacy Workshops
Reminder - Labour Day March
Monday 1 May 2006

QDN will be marching again in the Labour Day celebrations. 
We had a great turn out last year, so come along and support your network.

The march route will be as follows:

· QDN will assembly in Leichhardt Street – between Wharf and Upper Edwards Sts
· turn left into Turbot Street 

· merge into Wickham Street 

· turn left into Brunswick Street 

· turn right into St Paul’s Terrace 

· turn left into Alexandria Street 

· enter RNA Showgrounds
Time: Assemble from 9.30am. The march starts at 10am.

Where to find us on the day: QDN will assembly in Leichhardt Street – between Wharf and Upper Edwards Sts. We will be at the end of the march and look out for the QDN banners.

For more information go to the Qld Council of Unions website:

http://www.qcu.asn.au/6701.html
If you would like to attend and need assistance with getting there, call QDN on 1300 363 783.

Top…
Disability Service Act 2006

The Queensland State Parliament resumed the debate about the new Disability Services Bill before Parliament on the 29th of March 2006.  The bill has now passed through the parliament and will be the new Disability Services Act effective as of the first of July 2006.

QDN’s position paper on this new Bill was quoted by a number of members of Parliament to voice their concerns about the erroneous affect the new Bill would have on people with disability. The member for Beaudesert, Hon Kev Lingard, went so far as to say "We have all been approached by the Queenslanders with Disability Network which, in all fairness, has done a magnificent job in going through this bill and writing out its thoughts and concerns. I know that it has approached the department and that the minister is aware of all of its concerns. However, I believe that its concerns and the concerns of others need to be answered." Mr Lingard and other members, addressed most of QDNs concerns with the Minister for Disability Services, the Hon Warren Pitt, during the debate.
In response Minister Pitt stated: “I appreciate the considerable body of work done by QDN. It is heartening for a minister when organisations like that take the time to go through a bill and present to the House all their questions and concerns. I think that is a far better process than having the media making criticisms and not being able to put those things in place. Comments from the QDN were incorporated into the bill. The objects now include a specific focus on people with a disability living meaningful lives.”
Minister Pitt did make some changes to the Bill prior to the second reading as well as during the debate on the 30th of March 2006. "Comments from the QDN were incorporated into the bill." stated Minister Pitt.  
Whilst QDN does not support several sections of the new legislation, we are pleased to see changes made in the sections dealing with issues of innovation, complaints, and screening of volunteers. It was also heartening to see the objects of the Act amended to reflect the right of people with disability to partake in community life.
QDN would like to sincerely thank the Minister and all members of the Queensland Parliament for their detailed consideration of the issues raised by QDN.
Nevertheless, QDN does not support the new Disability Services Act 2006 as it now stands. The new Act addresses issues relating to service providers but not individuals with disability as is exemplified by the total exclusion of section 25 in the old act.  Section 25 of the old act gave individuals with disability the right to apply directly to DSQ for personal support funding.  The new Act has taken away this right and it now seems the only way individuals with disability can apply for funding is through a service provider.

Queenslanders with Disability Network wrote a position paper strongly voicing concerns and major flaws for people with disability in the then proposed Disability Services Bill in 2005. See www.qdn.org.au 

To read a transcript of the debate go to the Hansard section of Qld Parliamentary website: http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au
Top…
Queensland Health Home Care Service

In response to complaints from QDN members about the unpredictability of services supplied by Queensland Health Home Care Service, QDN wrote to the Minister for Health.  QDN is pleased to say we have received a response from the Hon Stephen Robertson, Minister for Health.

The Minister's letter states that:

"If clients require a specified time in order for them to maintain their activities or to attend therapy or medical treatment, then they or an advocate are invited to contact the Home Care Coordinator in their area."

The Minister's letter goes on to say, "I am advised that all Home Care clients in the QEII Hospital Health Service District area have been advised of this option, by letter, and in the Home Care Newsletter."

The Minister's letter further states "If clients are experiencing difficulty with this process, they should contact the Home Care Manager, Ms Trish Kimball on (07) 3010 3500 as soon as possible, to rectify the situation."
We thank the Minister for Health and the Home Care Manager in clarifying this matter.  It will make life so much easier for those people with disability who were unaware that the Queensland Health Home Care Service was willing to accommodate their needs.
QDN would also like to thank our members for raising this concern. As can be seen from this action, our collective voice has been effective in gaining positive change on this issue.
Top…
QDN will be Exhibiting at the Brisbane Social Forum

The Brisbane Social Forum is coming up on 19 – 21 May in the Union Building at University of Queensland, St Lucia. The forum is an opportunity to meet and network with people in the community committed to social justice and democracy. QDN will have a stall to promote the inclusion of people with disability when talking about human rights, freedom, peace and a global justice movement. If you would like more information, check out the forum website www.brisbanesocialforum.org 

Members who are in and around Brisbane on this weekend are welcome to come and help us at the QDN stall. Please give us a call on 1300 363 783 or email on qdn@qdn.org.au to tell us your availability. 

If there are any other social justice and community development events around Queensland that you know would welcome QDN’s participation, please let us know. 

Top…
Are you a member of QDN yet?

Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? You may even get the e-Bulletin from another source as it is often passed on via other networks. 
If so, then why not take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability it is free to join!
For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
What Members are Talking About

A lot of our members are very active, and we are proud of the impact that individual members and our whole network are making to positively change the situation for people with disability in Queensland. 

QDN’s mission statement is to connect people for collective and affirmative action. We are starting up email groups to discuss what is happening around the state in relation to maxi taxis, disability parking, and the lack of skills of support workers. Any member or supporter of QDN is welcome to join email discussions by sending Sarah Houbolt, the network development worker, an email at sarahh@qdn.org.au. Also, if any members would like to be in contact with other members across the state in relation to a particular issue or campaign, please talk to Sarah.  

Top…
Gold Coast Network

It is great to see a strong network of people with disability becoming more active on the Gold Coast. There are monthly meetings to discuss what is happening on the Coast and what needs to be done to strengthen the voice of people with disability. 
If you would like more information on these meetings and the local network, please call Sarah Houbolt, the network development worker at QDN on 1300 363 783.
Top…
Sharing Experiences of Lobbying 

QDN is interested to hear from anyone who would like to share their experiences of lobbying with other members across our state-wide network. 
We really value the experiences and wisdom of all of our members. QDN recognises that we have many members who are excellent at lobbying. We also have many members who are passionate about lobbying, but have communicated to us that they’re not sure where to start. In addition to our lobby kits, we are hoping that we can explore other ways of supporting each other in learning how to lobby and explore ways of sharing with each other (across the state) the lobbying tricks of the trade. 
If anyone who has written letters and/or spoken out on issues would like to be involved in sharing their experiences, please call or email Sarah Houbolt, the Network Development Worker at the office on 1300 363 783 and sarahh@qdn.org.au
Top…
Review of the Provision of Telecommunications Equipment to People With Disability
The Australian Government Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts has commissioned the Allen Consulting Group to undertake a review of the arrangements around the provision of telecommunications equipment to people with disability.

QDN’s representative participated in the focus group held in Brisbane on Thursday the sixth of April 2006.  A focus groups was also held in Townsville.  The focus group was made up of consumers who use the disability equipment program (DEP) and people whose needs are not being currently met by the disability equipment program.  While consultations were held with advocacy groups, regulators and equipment providers, the aim of the focus groups was to obtain the view of individuals.

The discussions was centered around the following areas:

· awareness and attitude towards existing disability equipment programs;
· the effectiveness of the technologies currently being used in meeting the telecommunications needs of people with disability;
· experiences with service provision, installation of equipment, equipment repairs, training and eligibility;
· issues about the choice of provider, equipment and accessibility of services; and 
· equipment and service preferences into the future and the reasons for these preferences.

QDN’s representative stated that the Brisbane focus group was well attended and all participants had the opportunity to express their opinions and share their experiences with the consultants.  
However QDN’s representative was disappointed to find out that the Allen Consulting Group's job is basically to collect information and not to draw any conclusions or submit any recommendations.  It is hoped that the information collected will be used to shape policy in the future in regard to telecommunications equipment for people with disability.

Top…
Qld Transport Steering Committee on Disability Parking

QDN’s representative attended the Qld Transport Steering Committee on Disability Parking, on Tuesday 4 April, at Transport House in Fortitude Valley.

The Steering Committee consists of representatives from Queensland wide shire councils, Department Staff and people with disability, including the MS Society, Spinal Injuries Qld and Sue Egan from PDCA.

QDN’s representative reported that extensive discussion was held about changes to the Disability Parking stickers and the size of parking bays for people with disability which will be increased to 4.2 meters in width when the Draft DDA Standard for Access to Premises is approved in the future.  This extensive width covers two parking spaces with an unloading strip between and a bollard to prevent any vehicle parking there.  It will also be marked to alert motorists that this is disability parking.
We will keep you posted of more information as it becomes available.
Top…
Car Parking Changes at the Princess Alexandra Hospital
A QDN member asked us to pass on information about changes to car parking at the Princess Alexandra Hospital.

Parking for outpatients with disability:

If you are attending An Outpatient Appointment and you hold a current Transport Department Disabled Parking Permit, you may park in the Basement Car Park, subject to availability, and at a cost of $2 per entry for the purpose of attending your Outpatient Appointment.

Access to the basement car park for outpatients with disability:

· Access is via the O'Keefe Service Drive off Ipswich Road
· Your Qld Transport Department Disabled Parking Permit must be displayed on the vehicle and you must be attending an Outpatient Appointment
· Your Outpatient Appointment Letter or Slip or Book must be cited by the Security Officer managing the Basement Card Park entry
· the Security Officer will direct you to the designated area
· Insert a $2 calling into the boom gate control – A $2 coin is required.  please ensure you have the correct change has not changed facility is available.
Top…
A Tip Passed on by a QDN Member.

“As a person with the use of one hand only. I was shown how to break an egg when you have a bad grip or even arthritis. 

TRUST ME THIS WORKS.
OK, take hold of the egg so that the widest part is facing down (Not pointed end!) and place it about 12 inches above a glass dish, DROP THE EGG sounds crazy but the egg shell will (9 times out of 10) break clean in half leaving the yoke completely in tact.

You might need to practice a bit, trying different heights but you will get it right every time. REMEMBER do NOT hit the edge of the dish, if the egg hits the side of the dish it will break uneven.

Once done simply peel the shells apart.”

QDN Brisbane member.
Top…
Quantum Technology Scholarships (advertisement)
Freedom Scientific and Quantum Technology has pledged to make life a little easier for eight lucky students who will make the move into tertiary study in 2007!!!

 

A total of eight scholarships for a free copy of JAWS Professional screen reading program are up for grabs. Applications for this year's scholarship are now open, so it's time to get behind this worthy initiative.  

 

If you are an Australian or New Zealand citizen who is blind or vision impaired and are planning on entering tertiary studies in 2007 you are eligible to apply. 

 

To enter please, tell us in 500 words or less why you need a Freedom Scholarship and how it will assist you in your tertiary studies. Applications must be made in writing by email to info@quantumtechnology.com.au or via mail to Quantum Technology PO Box 390, Rydalmere NSW 2116 Australia. 

 

Applications must be received by Friday 29 September 2006, and winners will be notified by e-mail and announced in LiveWire.  Good Luck!

 

For further enquiries please call or e-mail your local Quantum Technology office:

 

Head Office      (02) 8844 9888

lkumutat@quantumtechnology.com.au
Southern Office (03) 9545 4100 

vic@quantumtechnology.com.au
Queensland Office (07) 3393 5776

qld@quantumtechnology.com.au
Top…
Self Advocacy Workshops

Spinal Injuries Association is running a number of self advocacy workshops around the state. We would encourage members who are interested in learning the tricks of lobbying to attend. It’s also a great way to meet other people in your local community who share the same experiences and concerns. The workshops are free. Please contact Roxanne on 3391 2044 or email raila@spinal.com.au

Top…
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Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.

We would like to hear from you:

Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 

You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 

Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 

