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·  Regional coordination state wide telephone link up
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· QDN is working towards implementing the Disability Sector Quality System
· Disability Services Queensland launches Quality System resources
· Survey highlights disability travel woes
We want to hear your views about the new Qld Disability Bill 

In December 2005 we released our position paper on the new Disability Services Bill. We now want to hear what you think about our paper and the proposed legislation. 

This month we are holding a number of small group forums and statewide telephone linkups to get your feedback and to let everyone hear what others are saying about it. 

The Bill will be debated in the Queensland Parliament in February so now is your last chance to be heard before it is passed and made law. 
To be involved please contact the QDN office on 1300 363 783 or at qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
QDN is growing across Queensland and we would like you to be involved.
Network Development Worker Sarah Houbolt will be traveling around Queensland in the coming year to meet members, talk about QDN’s work and how we can support your local projects. 

We really look forward to working more closely with members state-wide, and welcome your thoughts about what would be useful in terms of support in your local area. We’d love to hear about what is happening in your area now or what you would like to do to make things better in your area. We may be able to work with you to make it happen. 
Sarah has heard stories about building access campaigns, lobbying for accessible taxis, how DSQ funding decisions have affected peoples’ lives, and the regional situation in regards to access to quality medical treatment. QDN is keen to support local lobbying efforts, so please let us know how the network can be of assistance.
If you would like to know more or get involved please contact Sarah, the network development worker on 1300 363 783 or at sarahh@qdn.org.au 

Top…
Regional coordination state wide telephone link up

Another initiative of QDN is to commence regular telephone link ups across the state, with the first to take place on the evening of the 2 March.
We are wondering who might be interested in working together with QDN staff, members and supporters to organise regional QDN meetings in the future. Please give it some thought, and let us know if you may be interested. You will have regular contact with Sarah, the network development worker, and have the full support of QDN. At the moment we are seeking expressions of interest. 
This is also an opportunity to find out about what is happening on major issues which affect people with disability. If you are on email this information is also posted monthly. In the future we hope to have guest speakers, such as the Minister for Disability Services, to answer your questions or to hear your concerns.
To find out more contact Sarah, the network development worker on 1300 363 783 or at sarahh@qdn.org.au
Top…
April Gathering for Regional Coordinators
Want more involvement in QDN? Want to come to Brisbane on an all expenses paid trip?

We are planning to hold a small gathering in Brisbane for regional members who are interested in being involved with coordinating localised QDN activities. We will fly members to Brisbane, pay for accommodation and meals for two days. We are looking for keen members who may be interested in promoting QDN in their local regional area. 
To find out more contact the QDN office on 1300 363 783 or at qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
QDN is working towards implementing the Disability Sector Quality System

QDN has recently employed the services of Mary Kenny and Associates to start the process of QDN’s accreditation against the Disability Sector Quality System. We have recently established a sub committee called the Sustainable Responsiveness Group to over see this work.

This means that QDN will be establishing policy and procedures which will guide the way we act as a network. For example this could involve policies about how we keep information, run conferences, send out information, meet with and keep in touch with our rural members, or manage the running of the office.

QDN believe that it is important that people with disability engage in this new quality system and ask their service provider how they can get involved. We are therefore keen to get your involvement in this process at QDN. We will be holding some larger meetings around it next year and are always seeking people’s feedback about how we do things at QDN. So please give us a call at the office, send us an email or come in and talk to us about it. We would love to hear from you.

You can contact the office on 1300 363 783 or email: qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au
Top…
Disability Services Queensland launches Quality System resources

Disability Services Queensland will be releasing Standards: Illustrated Booklet at the end of January for people with disabilities, their families and carers.

This booklet is a guide to the Queensland Disability Service Standards for service users who benefit from visual support to understand complex concepts.  It is an easy english version of the Standards with illustrations to complement each Standard.

The Standards are part of the Disablity Sector Quality System (DSQS), which provides the framework to support these Standards.  This framework aims to improve the quality of services and strengthen the safeguards for people with a disability.

The primary purpose of the booklet is to build understanding of the Standards and to promote service user engagement in the Disability Sector Quality System.  It can be used as a facilitation tool for families, carers and service providers to convey information about the Standards.

The booklet's structure and content are designed to empower those who require  support with comprehension to have a greater say in the services they receive.  It is one of the first major DSQS publications targeted directly for service users, and has been developed in conjunction with service users and networks.

Other DSQS publications for people with disabilities, families and carers currently available are:

· The Quality System: what it means for people with a disability, families and carers

· DSQS Fact sheet 01 – About the Queensland Disability Service Standards
· Disability Sector Quality System: Your participation
· Disability Sector Quality System: Making complaints and feeling safe to do so.
The publications are designed to assist service users, their families and carers to understand their role in the quality system and what it means for them.  

These publications will also enable service providers to further enhance their engagement with service users around issues of service quality and service user involvement.

For more information you can visit www.disability.qld.gov.au/quality or contact Disability Information Service on 1800 177 120, TTY 1800 010 222 (free) or email disabilityinfo@disability.qld.gov.au
Top…
Survey highlights disability travel woes

A disability action group in the Wide Bay says disabled people face so many difficulties when they go on holidays that some people cannot be bothered.

The Access for All Alliance is conducting a survey on the problems people with disabilities encounter when they go on holidays.

The alliance's Sheila King says one example is the shuttle buses to the Hervey Bay airport which do not accommodate people with wheelchairs that do not collapse.

She says finding accommodation once people are on holidays is another significant barrier to an enjoyable experience.

"Eighteen people out of 65 that we've received already cannot find accessible accommodation on their holidays," she said.

"A large percentage haven't taken holidays because of inaccessible transport."

Source: ABC January 13
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Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.

We would like to hear from you:

Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 

You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 

Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 

