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QDN Tour: A Great Success!
 
Network Development worker, Sarah Houbolt would like to thank everyone involved with the QDN regional tour to Townsville, Cairns, Rockhampton, Mackay and Mt Isa. It was fantastic to get out and meet members face to face, to promote the work and message of QDN, and to gain an insight into local issues, areas and peoples’ lives.  
 
This tour aimed to promote QDN through various channels and to connect with existing members. Creating wider community awareness about QDN assists in attracting new members with diverse experiences of disability. In continuing to build our Network, we hope to strike a balance between renewing interest in QDN and working on campaigns with existing members. 
 
Sarah spent time in each town talking to members, visiting local organisations, talking to the media, and hosting a lunch. Network Coordinator Greg Wagner joined Sarah in Rockhampton and Mackay, and Management Committee member Dominic Cullen joined Greg and Sarah in Rockhampton.  
 
We welcome any feedback and suggestions from members for future QDN activities across Queensland. 
 
Top…
 
Community Safeguards Coalition
 
The Community Safeguards Coalition is a network of people with disabilities, families, friends, advocates and allies of people with disability in Queensland. The Coalition’s mission is to promote people with disabilities having the opportunity to pursue the same range of lifestyles as other members of the community and to safeguard against policies, practices and legislation that limit or deny these opportunities.   
 
QDN is a member of the Community Safeguards Coalition. 
 
If anyone in our network is interested in participating in the Coalition, including online polls and discussions, please visit: 
 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cscqld/
 
The current poll asks: How did you react to the newspaper and TV advertisements by Disability Services Queensland saying how wonderful they are and how big the budget is?
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Commonwealth / State & Territory Disability Agreement is Under Review.
 
On 11 May 2006 the Senate agreed that the following matter be referred to the Community Affairs References Committee for inquiry and report by 7 December 2006.
An examination of the funding and operation of the Commonwealth-State/Territory Disability Agreement (CSTDA), including:
a.      an examination of the intent and effect of the three CSTDAs to date; 
b.      the appropriateness or otherwise of current Commonwealth/State/Territory joint funding arrangements, including an analysis of levels of unmet needs and, in particular, the unmet need for accommodation services and support; 
c.      an examination of the ageing/disability interface with respect to health, aged care and other services, including the problems of jurisdictional overlap and inefficiency; and 
d.      an examination of alternative funding, jurisdiction and administrative arrangements, including relevant examples from overseas. 
Written submissions are invited and should be addressed to:
The Secretary
Senate Community Affairs References Committee
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra  ACT  2600
Closing date for the receipt of submissions is 4 August 2006.
The Committee prefers to receive submissions electronically as an attached document - email: community.affairs.sen@aph.gov.au
QDN is a member of the National CSTDA Community Alliance. This Alliance will be taking a stand to ensure the next CSTDA works for people with disability and their families. 
For more information contact Greg Wagner at QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au 
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QDN’s Gold Coast Network Promote Accessible Housing 
 
It is great to see a strong network of people with disability becoming more active on the Gold Coast. There are monthly meetings to discuss what is happening on the Coast and what needs to be done to strengthen the voice of people with disability in this area. 
 
Recently the Gold Coast members attended the opening of Innovation House as part of Disability Action Week and featured on the local Gold Coast news bulletin. The group took this opportunity to promote QDN’s position on Universal Housing Design and encouraged actions to make housing accessible to everyone.
 
The group are always looking for others on the Gold Coast who are interested in attending meetings. So if you are interested and want to come and hear what they are talking about, contact the QDN office on 1300 363 783.
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Are you a member of QDN yet?

Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? You may even get the e-Bulletin from another source as it is often passed on via other networks. 
If so, then why not take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability it is free to join!
For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
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Disability And Sexuality Forum
Family Planning Queensland (FPQ) is holding a free afternoon forum on the legal, educational and social issues surrounding intellectual disability and sexuality in Queensland in Brisbane in August. 
Queensland Advocacy Incorporated legal advocate Julian Porter is the keynote speaker. FPQ Director of Education Services Anthony Walsh will speak about funding issues regarding sexuality education for adult men with an intellectual disability. Young people and family members who are directly affected by the topics being discussed have also been invited to address the forum. Mr Walsh said a key message of the FPQ forum was that sexuality education was not just about sexual intercourse. “It’s about healthy bodies, healthy self-esteem, concepts of privacy and respect and most of all – it’s about healthy relationships." He said people with intellectual and physical disabilities and their families were encouraged to attend the FPQ forum, as were disability workers from the government and non-government sectors. 
When: 1- 4 pm, Wednesday 9 August 2006
Where: The Premier’s Room, Parliamentary Annexe, William St Brisbane
Places are limited and bookings are essential. Please rsvp to 07 3250 0240 or education@fpq.com.au
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Regional Queensland Public Bus Stop Project

Government legislation requires that all public bus stops will be made accessible by 2022. Click here for more information.
A survey has been developed so that individuals in Regional Queensland can have their say as to which local bus stops they see as a priority to be changed. 
The project is interested in your views if you have one or more of the following disabilities - whether they be short term or long term:
- vision
- hearing
- psychiatric
- physical
- intellectual
- restricted mobility
If you provide care for someone with one of the above disabilities we are also interested in hearing from you.
To fill out the survey go to the project’s website at:
http://www.busstopsqld.com.au
If you would like to find out more about the project, forums will be held in the following locations:
	Location
	When
	Contact

	Rockhampton, Gladstone, Yeppoon, Emu Park
	28th Aug – 1st Sept
	Liza Roberts
4926 5573

	Toowoomba 
	12th - 14th Sept
	Jeff Murray and Saskia Smith
0428 912 924

	                     School holidays  25th Sept – 6th Oct

	Bundaberg, Hervey Bay & Maryborough
	9th  – 14th Oct
	Lionel Evans
4150 7065 (w)

	Warwick
	18th – 20th Oct 
	Jeff Murray and Saskia Smith
0428 912 924

	Mackay, Bowen, Whitsundays/Proserpine       
	13th – 24th Nov
	Wendy Gearside
0419 710 316

	Nth Stradbroke Island
	28th – 30th  Nov
	TBA


The schedule for regional consultations will be updated as dates are agreed.
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Universal Housing is seen as a Positive Marketing Strategy
A home building company building in the USA has turned the requirements of the San Antonio Visitability ordinance into a marketing strategy. Be Homes distributed a press release announcing that their new subdivisions will offer "barrier-free housing for persons 
throughout their life, thus ensuring that a home can continue to serve the physical needs of family members and visitors from childhood to senior years. 
"This is the type of service Be Homes wants to offer our buyers," said Baron Houser, Division President of Be Homes. "The cost to us is minimal, but the value to our buyers is priceless! Since most families are making one of their largest financial investments, we want to make sure they can purchase a home at an affordable price that can meet their needs not just for the next few years, but for the rest of their lives." 

The 79 new homes in the subdivision advertised above will add to the 7,000-plus already constructed under the San Antonio ordinance (text of ordinance available at 
http://concretechange.org/antonio.pdf).  

This is the first example Concrete Change has seen of a builder trumpeting the advantages of access features (and acknowledging the low cost) when required to incorporate the features by law. We hope other builders - nationally and internationally, building voluntarily or building according to a law - will follow suit in clearly proclaiming home access features an amenity for all.
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UK introduces Independent Living Bill to Parliament

Disability rights campaigner Lord Ashley of Stoke United Kingdom introduced an Independent Living Bill to the House of Lords on 8 June. 
As Geoff Adams-Spink age & disability correspondent, BBC News website, states: 
Older and disabled people will be given the right to determine the way they live for the first time, if a bill published on Thursday becomes law. 
Under the Independent Living Bill no-one will be forced into residential care against their will. And the disabled and elderly will be able to choose for themselves what they want help with and where they live. 
The private members bill is being introduced by Labour peer and veteran disability campaigner Lord Ashley. He says that, for too long, disabled people in Britain have been treated like second class citizens. 
They are less likely to be employed, he argues, and are denied educational opportunities, are more likely to live in poverty and encounter prejudice in their daily lives. 
"All this adds up to an underclass, and the object of this bill is to change that completely," Lord Ashley told the BBC News website. 
Freedom 
The proposed legislation sets out key principles for local authorities, the health service and other partners to help make independent living a reality: 
· People should have freedom, choice, control and participation 
· Disabled people should have the right to self-determination and, where necessary, support in expressing their needs 
· There should be positive action to address the disadvantage experienced by older disabled people and those from minority ethic groups 
· People's dignity must be protected and family life must be respected 
· The health and well-being of carers must be safeguarded
Disabled people would have the right to a comprehensive assessment of their needs - often this would be conducted by the individual themselves, with support for some people where necessary.
'Postcode lotteries' 
Resources would then be made available as a cash payment - or the individual could choose to have the funds managed on their behalf by a third party. Lord Ashley's Bill also aims to end so-called "postcode lotteries" enabling people to take their support package from one part of the country to another. 
Funding people individually will enable them to live at home, making it easier for them to work and participate in education, family life, as well as social and cultural activities, he says. 
Lord Ashley wants the legislation to enshrine the right of people to determine where and with whom they live: no-one would be obliged to live in an institution against their will. 
On the cost implications contained in the legislation, Lord Ashley urged people to consider the likely gains. 
"For example, if a disabled person is drawing benefits and then finds a job, and support for that job, he or she is earning money, no longer getting benefits and probably making fewer visits to hospital," he said
Follow the link for a briefing on the Bill.
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Website Targets Illegal Parking

If you have a mobility impairment, and a permit to park in accessible parking spaces, you have experienced the inability of using those spaces because someone who didn't have a permit parked there illegally. It happens, everyday, everywhere. 
Caughtya.org aims to expose parking offenders. This website tracks parking infractions and displays details of the offending vehicles worldwide. 
As the website states:
· “It isn't about revenge, though we readily admit to a certain satisfaction at the thought that offenders may be taught a lesson. 
· It is about getting a better picture of the problem (pun intended). 
· It is about being able to track data and show the "powers that be" what is happening in their parking lots and cities. 
· It is about increasing awareness of an ongoing problem. “ 

Some of you may wish to participate on the Australian page:
 http://caughtya.org/category/australia/
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EKKA Info
Below is information distribute by the RNA:
The RNA has a proud tradition of supporting Queenslander’s living with disabilities. The RNA encourages adults or children suffering from an impairment, whether it be physical, intellectual or psychological, to attend the Ekka. For this reason the RNA is happy to offer disability support groups and care organisations, a specially discounted Ekka trip.
Admission Prices 
Tickets          $8.00
Additional Carer Tickets    $15.00
* One carer will be admitted as required, up to a maximum of one carer per
 paying guest
Visit Dates                
Thursday 10 August 2006  
Friday 11 August 2006
Thursday 17 August 2006
Friday 18 August 2006
*As crowd attendances are not as high on these days, we believe coming to the Ekka then will ensure an enjoyable visit for our special Ekka guests.
 
Procedure
Purchasing your tickets is easy! Simply complete the accompanying form and return to QR by fax on 07 3606 5199. Full payment must be received by Friday 21 July 2006. Bookings will not be accepted after this date.
These tickets are available to all established disability support groups and care organisations. Individuals who accompany a person suffering from a disability are also entitled to free admission at the gate, upon presentation of their blue government carer card.
Should you require any further information regarding your visit to the Royal Queensland Show please contact 1300 768 595.
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Blueprint for the Bush  
Minister Pitt, Minister for Communities, Disability Services and Senior’s, this week announced the first of many Blueprint for the Bush funding initiative - Building Rural Links. 
The aim of Building Rural Links is to provide small one-off grants to consortia of organisations delivering services in rural and regional Queensland. Funding will assist NGO’s develop or implement a business case for creating or expanding collaborative partnerships that will improve the quality of services provided and/or provide service delivery and administrative efficiencies.
SUBMISSIONS FOR FUNDING WILL CLOSE ON MONDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2006.
For more info go to http://www.communities.qld.gov.au/community/regional/blueprint/index.html
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Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.
 
We would like to hear from you:
Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 
 
You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 
Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 
 
 
 
 
