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June e-Bulletin 2006
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QDN Tour: Have You Heard?
 
Network Development Worker, Sarah Houbolt, will be travelling up North to promote QDN and meet members. We are currently planning a ‘Plus One’ social lunch in each town, where members and supporters are invited to bring someone else along (friend, family, peer) who may be interested in knowing about QDN. We are also planning a meeting in each town to introduce QDN to the wider community. 
 
 
Townsville                  26 June          Aitkenvale Library Meeting Room
Cairns                         30 June          Tropicana Lodge Conference Room
Rockhampton            4 July              Access Recreation
Mackay                       7 July              Gordon White Library
Mt Isa                          12 July            Civic Centre
 
In all of the above locations, there will be a meeting from 11am till noon to talk about QDN, then a social pizza lunch from noon til 2pm. If you would like further information, please contact QDN on 1300 363 783, sarahh@qdn.org.au or Sarah’s mobile: 0428 307 336.
 
QDN’s project worker, Louise Lowe, is also touring across Queensland to undertake research on the quality of services that people with disability use. Is your service the best it could be? Do you need support to tell your service provider your ideas? If you would like to be interested in being involved, please contact QDN, or Louise directly on (07) 3254 3869, mobile 0402 811 107, or email quality@qdn.org.au 
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QDN’s Quality Research Project

Is your service the best it could be?
Have you heard about the new Disability Sector Quality System (DSQS)?
Do you need support to tell your service provider your ideas?
Queenslanders with Disability Network (QDN) have recently received funding from DSQ to identify ways to inform, engage, and involve people with disability in the Disability Sector Quality System (DSQS). This project aims to explore processes that will enable people who receive services from service providers funded by DSQ, to be actively involved in helping to improve their services - which is how it should be!
Louise Lowe has been employed as the Quality Project Worker for QDN.
Louise is excited about the prospect of people with disability having more control over the quality of the services they receive and looks forward to making this project have meaning and purpose.
Louise's current schedule is
	13th June      Roma
	3rd July    Rockhampton  

	14th June       St. George
	4th July    Rockhampton                                                     

	15th June       Goondiwindi
	5th July    Barcaldine

	16th June       Toowoomba
	6th July    Longreach   

	19thJune        Dalby 
	10th July   Maryborough                                                  

	20th June       Stanthorpe
	11th July   Maroochydore            

	21st June       Stanthorpe
	13th July   Redcliffe               

	22nd June      Warwick 
	14th July   Brisbane                                   

	23rd June       Gatton
	15th July   Brisbane

	26th June       Townsville
	17th July  Toowoomba forum              

	27th June        Townsville
	18th  July  Ipswich

	29th June        Cairns
	19th July  Gold Coast                                                                  

	30th June        Cairns
	22nd July Gympie


 
If you are interested in meeting with Louise at any of the above locations, please do not hesitate to contact the QDN office on 1300 363 783 or contact Louise directly on: 
Phone: (07) 3254 3869 or 0402 811 107 
Email: quality@qdn.org.au
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QDN Social Networking Night on the Sunshine Coast - Friday 21 July.

The date first of QDN Sunshine Coast Social Networking evenings has been set and we would like to take this opportunity to invite you and ask you to share this invitation with others who may be interested.
 
QDN members on the Sunshine Coast aim to bring people from the wider supportive community together in our local regions in an informal manner to network and solve some micro issues by connecting you with the right people.
 
THIS IS NOT A DISABILITY SPECIFIC TALK FEST. We encourage any one who maybe knew to the area and would like the opportunity to meet some locals, if you are a business owner and have issues to share – please come. This is an open invitation and we encourage open participation. 
 
If you have an event you would like to plug in the fifteen minutes of fame speakers corner, or would like to express an opinion, or jump on the soapbox. Please contact us so with a brief outline of your topic 2 days before RSVP date. 
 
Date: Friday 21st July 2006
Where: Beach House Bar & Grill, on the River Walk @ the Sunshine Plaza
Time: From 6.30pm
RSVP: Monday 17th July 
Local Contacts:
Lisa Lehmann – 
E: misthang@bigpond.net.au
Fax: 07 54792092
SMS: 041979 6798
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QDN’s Creative Corner
 
When members meet each other, some wonderful ideas are brainstormed and shared. Some of our members have suggested having a creative corner to our e-Bulletins. 
 
Shirley, from Brisbane, suggests ‘starting up some sort of writer's club or corner where members can send in a short story or a joke or poetry.... Let's find out how many members are interested in doing something like that, or maybe someone else may have something else in mind’. 
 
If you are interested in contributing your art in some way to the e-Bulletin, or if you are a budding artist wanting to publicise your work, please contact the QDN office on 1300 363 783 or email: qdn@qdn.org.au 
As a community of people with disability and supporters, we can take a lot of pride in sharing the creative ways we express ourselves.  
 
Ursula, also from Brisbane, would like to contribute this poem that reflects her experiences. 
 
We Are Many
No we are not perfect,
there are many of us here.
They range from someone ranting,
to someone full of fear;
to someone smart and graceful
to someone tall and strong,
to someone who is always right
and someone who is always wrong.
There are others that I do not know
others that I fear.
I just know that they are there.
They are the voices that I hear.
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Gold Coast Network
 
It is great to see a strong network of people with disability becoming more active on the Gold Coast. There are monthly meetings to discuss what is happening on the Coast and what needs to be done to strengthen the voice of people with disability in this area. 
 
The group are always looking for others on the Gold Coast who are interested in attending meetings. So if you are interested and want to come and hear what they are talking about, contact the QDN office on 1300 363 783.
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Regional Queensland Public Bus Stop Project

Government legislation requires that all public bus stops will be made accessible by 2022. Click here for more information.
A survey has been developed so that individuals in Regional Queensland can have their say as to which local bus stops they see as a priority to be changed. 
The project is interested in your views if you have one or more of the following disabilities - whether they be short term or long term:
- vision
- hearing
- psychiatric
- physical
- intellectual
- restricted mobility
If you provide care for someone with one of the above disabilities we are also interested in hearing from you.
To fill out the survey go to the project’s website at:
http://www.busstopsqld.com.au
If you would like to find out more about the project, forums will be held in the following locations:
	Location
	When
	Contact

	Cairns & Innisfail
	10th – 15th July
	Rob Pyne
4042 1527

	Townsville, Thuringowa, Magnetic Island
	31st July – 5th Aug
	Heather Magatelli
0428 835 091

	Rockhampton, Gladstone, Yeppoon, Emu Park
	28th Aug – 1st Sept
	Liza Roberts
4926 5573

	Toowoomba 
	12th - 14th Sept
	Jeff Murray and Saskia Smith
0428 912 924

	                     School holidays  25th Sept – 6th Oct

	Bundaberg, Hervey Bay & Maryborough
	9th  – 14th Oct
	Lionel Evans
4150 7065 (w)

	Warwick
	18th – 20th Oct 
	Jeff Murray and Saskia Smith
0428 912 924

	Mackay, Bowen, Whitsundays/Proserpine       
	13th – 24th Nov
	Wendy Gearside
0419 710 316

	Nth Stradbroke Island
	28th – 30th  Nov
	TBA


The schedule for regional consultations will be updated as dates are agreed.
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Welfare to Work Canberra Action

This Sunday at Parliament House, ACOSS is organising an action to mark the introduction of Welfare to Work.  AFDO is supporting and participating in this event.
It is vital that as many people with disability as possible attend.  Information about the event is below.  Please distribute this throughout your networks and encourage people you know to attend. 
INVITE – Sunday 2 July
From 1 July, the welfare to work policy changes announced last year will come into effect. This will mean that more single parents and single parents and people with disabilities who live in our electorate after 1 July. Many of them will be put on lower payments under the Government's Welfare to Work policy. This means that jobless single parents will be living on around $30 a week less and people with disabilities $45 a week less than if they applied for payments before 1 July. All people on unemployment payments could have their payments cut off for two months if they do not comply with activity requirements.
 
More information is available on www.acoss.org.au 
 
ACOSS is gathering people together who are concerned about or could be affected by these changes for a sector photo on the lawn of Parliament House.  
 
PROGRAM
11.30 am Meeting of Sector & people involved 
(Queen’s Café, Parliament House.  Queen's Cafe is open to the public (that is, you don't need a Parliamentary security pass).  To find the cafe, enter through the public entrance of Parliament House.  It is on your left.)
 
12.00 am Press Briefing (Presentations by Organisational Representatives)
(Venue to be confirmed)
 
12.45am Group Photo Opportunity 
(Lawn, Main Entrance Parliament House)
 
 
CONTACT 
Please attend meeting at 11.30am to register for group photo. 
For details on the day or prior to the meeting, contact ACOSS on: 0419 626 155. 
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Welfare to Work Conference
A national two day welfare-to-work conference is scheduled for 17-18 July, coinciding with the implementation of the Australian Government’s workfare policies. The conference is being organised by the Social Policy Unit, The University of Queensland. 
 
QDN has the capacity to support a small number of people with disability to attend this conference. Please call the office for more information on 1300 363 783.
 
It is proposed that the conference provides an opportunity to critically engage with the many issues this significant development in policy throws up for Australian citizens, policy makers, community service providers, governments, researchers, scholars and activists. The conference encourages new and imaginative responses to the policy agenda, enhancing the scale and focus of research activity, stimulates innovative thinking and encourages collaborative connections. 
 
The conference features a range of leading international and national researchers and practitioners drawn from industry and the university sector in the United States, the United Kingdom and Australia. An international perspective is designed to provide a comparative edge to local considerations.  
 
See the conference website for all the details on registration, guest speakers and the call for papers www.uq.edu.au/swahs/welfaretowork 
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Disability Parking Permits Scheme -- Steering Committee

QDN’s representative attended the meeting on the 23rd of May 2006.  While specific details in relation to this meeting are confidential, QDN’s representative is anticipating a positive outcome as a result of discussions held around the Disability Parking Permits Scheme. 
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QRail DDA (Disability Discrimination Act) Reference Group

 
QDN’s representative attended the meeting of the above reference group held on the sixth of June 2006.  QDN is pleased to say that another member of the management committee was invited to attend the meeting and participate.
 
QDN’s representative is happy to report that these meetings are always well attended.  While the specifics of this meeting are confidential, QDN’s representative believes that QRail is very progressive when it comes to making train travel accessible to all people with disabilities.  The tilt train from Brisbane to Rockhampton is accessible and we hope to print an article about the tilt train in our next e-Bulletin.
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Translink is wishing to communicate with people who have disability.
As part of the Eastern, Northern and Inner Northern Busways Projects, Giano Terzic of Translink is wishing to communicate with people who have disability. He wishes to undertake a study of people who use buses and those who don't. The aim is to better inform the design and practice on the proposed busways, so that people with disability are given 'best practice' infrastructure solutions. If you wish to communicate with Translink on this matter contact: Giano Terzic, Communications Officer, Marketing and Communications Team, 
Phone: 3117 5413 or 
Email: giano.z.terzic@transport.qld.gov.au 
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Lifetec 

The ILC (Independent Living Centre) Qld has changed it's name and address.
As of February, the ILC is now called LifeTec Queensland. 
Their new address: Level 1, Reading Newmarket, Cnr Newmarket and Enoggera Rd, Newmarket QLD 4051. 
Phone: 1300 885 886 or  07 3552 9000 or 
Fax: 07 3552 9088. 
Postal address: PO Box 3241, Newmarket QLD 4051. 
Email: mail@lifetec.org.au  
Website: www.lifetec.org.au 
Do not forget to telephone them if you are looking for specific equipment. 
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New bus service 
"Hospital Connect" connects Toowoomba to 6 Brisbane Hospitals - Wesley, Royal Brisbane, Mater, Princess Alexandra, Greenslopes, Holy Spirit (on Wickham Terrace).  This bus is equipped with wheel chair lifts and can take up to two wheel chairs.
The service is happy to take people in wheelchairs even if they aren’t going to a hospital or specialist provided you are happy to get off at one of the designated stops.  One of the hospitals is just opposite Southbank, another just near the exhibition grounds and taxi ranks, then Wickham Terrace is very close to the city.  The service travels to Brisbane and back daily.  
You can phone direct on 0418 185 720.  The cost is $20.00.
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Are you a member of QDN yet?

Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? You may even get the e-Bulletin from another source as it is often passed on via other networks. 
If so, then why not take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability it is free to join!
For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
 
 
Expert Input Sought For State Disability Conference 

The Queensland Government is seeking submissions from people with expertise in disability issues to share their knowledge at the 2006 Shared Visions disability conference to be held on the Gold Coast later this year. The Minister for Communities, Disability Services and Seniors, Warren Pitt, said several hundred delegates are expected to attend this year's conference to be held at the Conrad Jupiters Casino Pavilion Convention Centre, Gold Coast on 21-22 September.
People wishing to submit abstracts for consideration should do so by Friday 30 June.
Information on the conference and how to submit an abstract is available at www.disability.qld.gov.au or by phoning 1800 302 510.
 
Top…
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Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.
 
We would like to hear from you:
Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 
 
You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 
Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 
 
 
 
 
