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QDN Supports Qld Indigenous Disability Network Steering Committee
QDN is proud to be involved with and supporting the initial stages of the development of a network of Indigenous people with disability in Queensland. So far we have been supporting the steering committee to plan for a future statewide gathering of Indigenous leaders and regional Indigenous people with disability. QDN is well aware of what it will take to establish a network across a state like Queensland and we look forward to sharing our experiences. If you are interested in the steering committee or the progress of the group, please do not hesitate to contact QDN.

Top…
QDN Undertakes Research on the Disability Sector Quality System and Need Your Assistance.
QDN has recently received funding from DSQ to identify ways to inform, engage, and involve people with disabilities in the Disability Services Quality System (DSQS).

This project aims to explore processes that will enable people who receive services from service providers funded by DSQ, to be as aware and aligned as the organisations that provide them with the service - which is how it should be!

Louise Lowe has been employed as the Quality Project Worker for QDN. She is excited about the prospect of people with disability having more control over the quality of the services they receive and looks forward to making this project have meaning and purpose. 

QDN now need your assistance!

We are seeking your assistance in identifying about 6-10 key people with a disability throughout Queensland, who could be available to work with QDN to make this project effective. 

The people we seek should:
· have some understanding of the Disability Service Act

· be people who are articulate and able to speak out on disability issues

· have extensive networks with people with disability and have knowledge of your region

· be available at least 5 hours per month to contribute to this project.

· have a person-centred values base

· be committed to quality and best practice (by Service Providers) to ensure people with disability get the best possible service

 

It is important that this network of people is identified as soon as possible to get this 6-month project started.
If you think you can assist and want to be involved, please provide us with your details or refer our details to people you think may be able to help out.
This is our chance to make a difference and ensure that people with a disability can have control over the services they receive and the quality of those services! 

If you are interested please do not hesitate to contact the QDN office on 1300 363 783  or call Louise directly:
Louise Lowe
QDN Quality Project Worker
Ph/Fax: (07) 3254 3869
Mobile: 0402811107
email: ozlowe@optusnet.com.au
Top…
QDN meets in Roma

Members of QDN recently met Network Development Worker Sarah Houbolt in Roma on the 13 – 14 March. Sarah has reported that the trip was a great success and looks forward to going back to meet with members and support their local activities. We are also mindful that we have members in surrounding areas and Sarah did not get a chance to catch up with them on this trip. This will definitely be a priority for our next trip to the region. Call QDN for more details of upcoming regional member meetings and trips on 1300 363 783.
Top…
May Day March - 1 May 2006
QDN will be marching again in the Labour Day celebrations on Monday 1 May. We had a great turn out last year, so come along and support your network.
The march route will be as follows:

· assemble cnr Wharf and Turbot Streets 

· turn left into Turbot Street 

· merge into Wickham Street 

· turn left into Brunswick Street 

· turn right into St Pauls Terrace 

· turn left into Alexandria Street 

· enter RNA Showgrounds

If you would like to attend and need assistance with getting there, call QDN on 1300 363 783.

Top…
QDN is growing across Queensland and we would like you to be involved.
Network Development Worker Sarah Houbolt will be traveling around Queensland in the coming year to meet members, talk about QDN’s work and how we can support your local projects. 

We really look forward to working more closely with members state-wide, and welcome your thoughts about what would be useful in terms of support in your local area. We’d love to hear about what is happening in your area now or what you would like to do to make things better in your area. We may be able to work with you to make it happen. 
Sarah has heard stories about building access campaigns, lobbying for accessible taxis, how DSQ funding decisions have affected peoples’ lives, and the regional situation in regards to access to quality medical treatment. QDN is keen to support local lobbying efforts, so please let us know how the network can be of assistance.
If you would like to know more or get involved please contact Sarah, the network development worker on 1300 363 783 or at sarahh@qdn.org.au 

Top…
April Gathering for Regional Coordinators
Want more involvement in QDN? Want to come to Brisbane on an all expenses paid trip?

We are planning to hold a small gathering in Brisbane for regional members who are interested in being involved with coordinating localised QDN activities. We will fly members to Brisbane, pay for accommodation and meals for two days. We are looking for keen members who may be interested in promoting QDN in their local regional area. 
To find out more contact the QDN office on 1300 363 783 or at qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
Do you know anything about writing submissions?

QDN is looking for members who are familiar with writing submissions – from funding submissions to submissions for equipment.  If you think you can help contact QDN on  1300 363 783 or email: qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 

Top…
Feedback
QDN is always seeking feedback about our network activities and looking to improve the way we do things. We welcome all feedback, both positive and negative and thank those who take the time to let us know what they think.

In the March Short e-Bulletin concerning the Disability Services Bill, we ran a quick write-up on what we perceived to be some common themes emerging from meetings between QDN members and several members of the Queensland Parliament. QDN has received a response that is critical of this article stating that it should not have been released without more detail about who made the comments and in what context, as this may have led to the misrepresentation of the personal opinions of the parliamentarians. 

Upon reviewing the article we do see that the issue raised was valid. In the article we had tried to capture the general themes from our meetings that had concerned us greatly. Without the boarder context of the discussions, this article may be misinterpreted. This was certainly not the intention of the article nor do we necessarily believe that the views are the personal opinions of the parliamentarians. Nonetheless, it was often unclear to us whether or not the responses from politicians were their personal beliefs or those of others, and we had not specifically clarified that point. 

We agree that more thought should have gone into the article and have attempted to rewrite it below giving a few contextual examples and stating our position on these. However we still are not prepared to attribute specific statements to the particular MPs we visited.

Over the past month QDN has met with several members of the Queensland Parliament to lobby for the changes outlined in our position paper about the new Disability Services Act. One outcome was to obtain a better picture of what views were held in relation to people with disability. What QDN learnt was quite alarming. Following are the common themes that were portrayed during several meetings with parliamentarians from all parties. QDN has grave reservations about the Queensland Government embracing any of these themes as we believe there are dire consequences for people with disability if we head down these tracks without analysis of their implications. 

Theme 1.   People with disability and families of people with disability are ripping off the individualised funding system. 

Example:    An MP spoke of the perception, held by some families and public servants, that the provision of individualised funding has lead in some cases to those funds being misused in a fraudulent way and therefore the feeling is that this type of funding should be abolished. 

QDN’s Response:   Individualised funding has been available in some form since the 1980s and we believe it is the preferred option for most people with disability and their families. We acknowledge that simple accountability procedures need to be in place. However, QDN believes that individualised funding gives greater flexibility, responsiveness and portability of funds, provided that they are used in personalised ways to meet people’s needs and that good community based services or supports are developed and available locally. As far as we are aware, neither the great majority of people with disability nor their families are misusing funds. We do not know of any charges of fraud that have been laid by Disability Services Queensland, nor of any people with disability or families who have a conviction against them for this reason. 

Theme 2.   People with disability should not have choices about the types of services they receive. 

Example:   An MP spoke of families who are very despondent due to their knowledge of people who are well funded when they receive no support at all. It was then suggested that perhaps people should not have choices about the services they receive and maybe there should be moves to review these funding arrangements to see if the funds can be readministered with a greater spread of the finite resources. 

QDN’s Response:   At a time when Queensland has a great quality of life for most people and unemployment has been at its best level in decades, we still have some people with disability not having any support to get out of bed in the morning, or parents supporting a person 24/7 with no hope of a future for their son or daughter. QDN believes this situation at a time of such prosperity is reprehensible. We also believe that some people, because of the severity of their disability or complexity of their support needs will require more resources than others. This is about equity so that people have the same opportunities to be able to get on with their lives, doing the things that other citizens do. 

We believe the benchmark for comparison should be what other citizens have and do, and not what underprivileged, under resourced people with disability have and do. This is not equality, nor is it fair. However we do think that public money could be better spent, as much goes into outmoded services that do not fulfil the needs of people with disability, or support and strengthen their families. If mere survival is all that is on offer to many people, why wouldn’t anyone want to have better options to choose from? 

Theme 3.   People’s rights are secondary to Government budget constraints. 
Example:   An MP indicated that many people in society do not get to make decisions about things which affect their lives and whilst it is good to have guiding human rights principles, it is not always possible to uphold these principles when other factors are at play, such as finite resources.

QDN’s Response:   QDN acknowledges that resources are finite, but would disagree about at what point this is achieved. Queensland has had decades of under funding, yet, despite the large injection of funds in recent times, we are still behind other states. As Australia is a signatory to the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948 and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons, 1975 and those same human rights form the basis of the current Commonwealth and Queensland Disability Services legislation, QDN believes that these sentiments should never be questioned as the basis of public policy.

Theme 4.   Most people with disability cannot make decisions for themselves. 

Example:   In discussion with several MPs the complexity of choice and decision making were raised with comments to the effect that people with disability usually are not the people who make decisions about their lives. For example there are usually others involved in this, such as families, services, guardians and so on. 

QDN’s Response:   QDN knows that there are many people with disability who are capable of handling their own affairs. They do not have impaired decision making capacity and they are able to run and direct their lives like anyone else. For those deemed as having impaired decision making, for some it may be episodic and for others, dependent on the nature and complexity of the decision. For those people who do not have capacity, they will have preferences that they will clearly indicate in different ways, so that if they are known well and have committed people in their lives, their preferences about life will be acknowledged, understood and safeguarded. When these people do not have close family or committed others in their lives they can become very vulnerable, as they can be subjected to expedient decision making by others and can experience very poor and sometimes dangerous outcomes for their life. QDN believes that the authority to influence ones life should remain with people with disability and/or with the people closest to them, not with service providers and not with government bureaucracy, unless there is good cause for alternative arrangements in order to safeguard the person’s rights and wellbeing.

Theme 5.   Group forms of support are the way of the future with people with disability needing to live together if they want to receive support. 

Example:   In several discussions MPs highlighted the need for group housing because ageing parents were saying that they had no supports and were concerned about what would happen to their son or daughter when they die. The expectation seemed to be that group homes should be available when families are no longer able to care for their son or daughter and that this was the preferred option.

QDN’s Response:   QDN knows that the concerns of older parents are very real, especially when they have no certainty of what the future might hold for their son or daughter. Yet, in reality, only a small percentage of people with disability do actually live in group homes, in spite of the fact that a large percentage of accommodation support funding goes into supporting people in this way. Unfortunately this is the very visible public image that is portrayed about where people with disability ‘belong’. 

However, most older parents have supported their son or daughter to remain as part of family and community all their lives. They want to have a secure and sustainable future for them when they are no longer around, but would like them to remain supported in ways that maintain an enriching lifestyle. Many do not want to put sons or daughters together with people they do not know or do not like, or where they lose their sense of individuality as well as external connections and relationships. Yet as something is better than nothing, a bed in a group home is preferable to not having any support at all. QDN knows that there are many existing examples of how people with disability can be supported in other ways that result in a life with purpose, relationships and love, long after parents have gone. Group homes may be one option, but they are not the only option, nor necessarily even a good one. 
Theme 6.   Consultation with community has predetermined outcomes

Example:   We were told on one occasion that people just have to put up with what they get and on another that consultation is about having your say, not getting your way.
QDN’s Response   These examples confirm the feelings of many people with disability and families who have put so much thought and energy into involvement in disability councils and community consultations over the last few years. To many, there is little evidence that their suggestions or advice are heard or heeded, particularly when practices are already being rolled out and implemented across the state prior to consultation, or that ill conceived plans go ahead regardless of their input.
QDN has grave reservations about the Queensland Government embracing any of these themes and encourages all members of the Queensland Parliament to consider their implications. We believe there are dire consequences for people with disability if we head down these tracks without further public debate.
We would like to thank the source of feedback for taking the time to point out their concerns. As a result we are now reviewing the way that our articles are released, to make certain that they say what is meant to be said.
Top…
National Survey Into the Barriers Confronted By Tourists With Disabilities

Access for All Alliance have conducted a national survey of the barriers confronted by tourists with disabilities when making travel arrangements, finding accommodation and visiting tourist venues - highlighting the difficulties which tourists with disabilities confront when making arrangements to take a holiday, compared to tourists who do not have the need for accessible facilities. 

For more information or a copy of this survey go to http://www.accessforall.org.au/Home2.htm Articles, Submissions and Surveys.

Top…
Review of Telecommunications Equipment to People With Disability

The Australian Government Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts has commissioned the Allen Consulting Group to undertake a review of the arrangements around the provision of telecommunications equipment to people with disabilities and to present findings by 12 June 2006. 

Part of the review is to conduct some focus groups (of up to eight participants each), which will be made up of people who use the disability equipment programs (DEP), or who have needs that aren't currently being met by a DEP. While the review will be consulting  advocacy groups, regulators and the equipment providers, the aim of the focus groups is to obtain the views of individuals, as opposed to organisations.

The focus groups will be held:

Wednesday 5 April - Townsville

Thursday 6 April - Brisbane

Each focus group is expected to spend around half a day talking about people’s experiences with telecommunications access and disability equipment programs. 

The discussions would be centered around the following areas:

· awareness and attitude towards existing disability equipment programs;
· the effectiveness of the technologies currently being used in meeting the telecommunications needs of people with disabilities;
· experiences with service provision, installation of equipment, equipment repairs, training and eligibility;
· issues about the choice of provider, equipment and accessibility of services; and
· equipment and service preferences into the future and the reasons for these preferences.

If you have any questions about the review  contact:

Tanuja Doss.
The Allen Consulting Group Pty Ltd

GPO Box 418

Level 12, 15 London Circuit

Canberra ACT 2600

Tel: (61–2) 6230 0185

Fax: (61–2) 6230 0149

Email: tdoss@allenconsult.com.au

http://www.allenconsult.com.au
Top…
Do You Remember the Have Your Say Consultation?
An article by CRU

Dear members, colleagues and allies,

CRU is a member of the Community Safeguards Coalition; more information about this group is overleaf. These are complex times, and so that CRU can both support others to do their work well, and to support the efforts of the Community Safeguards Coalition, we are collecting information about current trends.

In 2005 the Department of Communities and Disability Services Queensland conducted a consultation around assessment, priorisation, funding and services approaches.  There were a number of concerns raised about many of the proposals within the discussion paper including a sense that the Government was moving towards vacancy management, rigid guidelines, increased congregation of people with disabilities and centralised control.
 The Community Safeguards Coalition has been monitoring the progress of the consultation and has been informed that a policy submission will be given to cabinet in April 2006 for their approval.  However no decisions or changes have been made to date.

Despite these assurances the Coalition has been hearing from people, families and services that changes pertaining to assessment, priorisation, funding and services approaches are already being made at the regional level.  Particularly concerning has been a perceived shift towards vacancy management and congregate services approaches.

We are seeking to gain a wider understanding of whether these disturbing changes are occurring broadly.  This will assist the Coalition in our efforts to safeguard the positive aspects of the system which people, families and services have achieved over the last 15 years.

Please advise us of any changes you have experiences or heard about.  We would also appreciate copies of any correspondence (with identifying information removed) relating to these issues.

· Is Vacancy Management happening in your area?

· Have you been told that individual funding is no longer possible and that services need to apply for block funding on behalf of groups of people?

· Have you been told that the funding guidelines no longer apply?  Or are in draft form?  Are you able to obtain a copy of the funding guidelines from DSQ?

· Have you experienced a reduction in the level of flexibility allowed by DSQ?
· Have you experienced changes in DSQ’s relationship and expectation of you?
· Have you been asked to provide different information about yourself/people with disabilities?  Eg. IQ tests

Please contact

Jane Sherwin or Sandra Kalms, Community Resource Unit

Ph. 3870 1022 or Fax 3371 3842

janesherwin@cru.org.au or sandrakalms@cru.org.au
Top…
Building Access No Holiday For People With Disability
By Graeme Innes*
SUMMER holidays. The phrase evokes an image of sun, sand, slow days and late nights. But imagine planning a holiday and it takes 20 phone calls to find a beachside unit with a shower you can use. Or there's no wheelchair-accessible restaurant nearby. 

For many, the summer holiday presents a chance for that long-awaited trip, to unwind at a beachside cottage or mix a little adventure, excitement and indulgence. 

But for many of the five million or more Australians with disabilities, holiday plans are often scuttled by distress, frustration and embarrassment of trying to find accessible destinations and experiences. 

Just imagine you have to miss out on that trip to the tourism spot because there are no wheelchair-accessible toilet facilities. Or imagine being visually impaired and going with your family to an art exhibition that includes works of art that can be touched, but the floor is uneven and it's impossible to identify where steps begin and end. After you bang your head into the second overhanging glass buttress, you finally give up in frustration -- and pain. 

We now have an opportunity to begin to seriously address what award-winning authors Associate Professor Christopher Newell and Dr Gerard Goggin refer to as a form of social apartheid arising from the way we design, build and manage buildings. 

The Australian Building Codes Board along with disability advocates, design professionals, government and the property industry have been preparing a new access standard for buildings. 

The board was asked to draft changes to the Building Code of Australia (BCA) to meet the level of access required by the Federal Disability Discrimination Act (DDA). The Government intends to ask Parliament to adopt a standard which reflects the revised BCA, meaning when developers and designers create buildings that comply with the BCA they will also be complying with the disability standard. 

The advantages to industry and the disability community are obvious: clarity, surety, consistency and improved access. 

Unfortunately, this goal is being hindered because of a lack of agreement over a number of crucial issues, such as access to the upper floor in small, low-rise buildings. 

Some disability advocates argue the compromises already made are too great while others think the measures will be too costly. 

The potential for greatly improved access warrants compromise. What would not be acceptable would be expecting the disability community to compromise their existing rights to such an extent that the disability standard becomes a back-door way of reducing those rights. 

We can begin to address long-standing discrimination in the way we construct buildings; surely it is an opportunity we cannot afford to miss. 

*Graeme Innes AM is Human Rights and Disability Discrimination Commissioner for the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission.
Top…
Queensland Younger People in Aged Care Alliance
Queensland Younger People in Aged Care Alliance (YPACA) in 2006. is an alliance of different organisations coming around the problem of younger people with a disability in actual aged care. Our mission statement is:

‘To seek an alternative solution to the problem of younger people with a disability being placed in aged care and thereby enable them to live in the community’. This is by:

· Meeting monthly as an alliance of organisations and concerned individuals 

· Being part of a group e-mail network 

· Collecting stories of younger people with a disability in actual aged care 

· Publicising these stories to raise the consciousness of people 

· Lobbying politicians on the issue of younger people with a disability in actual aged care 

· Building national alliances with such groups as YPACA

We meet as a group on the third Tuesday of the month from 2.30 – 4.30 p.m. In 2006 we had our first meeting for YPACA  in the conference room of the  Brain Injury Association of Qld. (this was the first time ever) at 3/162 Petrie Terrace Brisbane on the 21st of February.  The group is an alliance of different organisations coming around the problem of younger people with a disability in actual aged care. There over 6,000 of these younger people under 65 years old  with a disability in actual aged care in Australia. YPACA here in Brisbane is focussed on seeing these younger people being supported in the community  which is  cheaper option than any form of congregate care. The southern alliance ‘The Young People in Nursing Homes National Alliance’ has similar objectives to our Queensland  Alliance and maintains the website:  www.ypinh.org.au with stories of younger people with a disability in actual care. There is a quiet difference of  opinion  with our Queensland  Alliance. They have more of a focus on special homes being built for younger people with a disability being built on the back of aged care facilities. We see there has to informed choice. At the moment, there is no choice other than aged care facilities.

As a result of our work together, we are starting to: 

· raise the consciousness of people around Australia. Stories of these younger people with a disability in actual aged care are being publicising in major newspapers down south.

· It is becoming a national political awareness verified by the recent  decision by the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) to spend $244 million over five years getting young people out of aged care facilities. See the website: www.coag.gov.au  plus see the issue discussed at www.ypinh.org.au
Top…
 
The Disabled Surfers Association of Australia - "LETS GO SURFING DAY" 
Saturday 1st April 2006 
Currumbin Junior Surf  Club
COST: $20.00 for Non-Members, Members/Volunteers/Carers - FREE
TIME: Starting at 9 am
Volunteers need to arrive at 8.30 am.
For more information: Contact Jane Maher Phone: 61 07 5568 7390 or Craig Castles Mobile: 0412191880 or jane@disabledsurfers.org or craig@disabledsurfers.org
For other states checkout: http://www.disabledsurfers.org/calendar.html 

Top…
Online petition urging government leaders to ratify a strong UN Convention

The United Nations (UN) is currently negotiating a treaty, called the "Comprehensive and Integral International Convention to Promote and Protect the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities," to ensure that human rights standards are extended to people with disabilities.  Please add your name to the online petition urging government leaders to ratify a strong Convention.  http://www.conventionyes.org/
Top…
Toowoomba & District Downs Syndrome Support Group

Luncheon for mums, children and interested persons held in on the 3rd Monday of the month from 11am onwards at a different home each month. For venue and general enquiries phone Karen Dougherty 07-4635 7372.

Top…
 

Your Fitness to Drive - Medical conditions and medications
Listed below is information about medical conditions and your fitness to drive. This information is current and should be followed by all drivers. However, it is important to note that from 1 March 2006 some changes will be made to the laws about reporting your fitness to drive. The laws will be strengthened to ensure that drivers who suffer permanent or long-term medical conditions that adversely affect their ability to drive safely notify Queensland Transport as soon as possible.
For full information go to http://www.transport.qld.gov.au/qt/LTASinfo.nsf/index/licensing_medical_conditions
Top…
 

Draft Brisbane CityShape 2026, a Blueprint for the City's Future.

Brisbane City Council has just launched the Draft Brisbane CityShape 2026, a blueprint for the city's future.

We are at the centre of the fastest growing region in Australia. Over the next 20 years, 200,000 people will move in to Brisbane. If we want to manage this growth we need to plan for the future.

Following a year of consultation with Brisbane residents through Neighbourhood Fairs and a CityShape Conference we are now engaging with the community to ask for feedback on elements of the Draft Brisbane CityShape 2026 and how you would like to see Brisbane grow over the next 20 years. 

Have your say on how Brisbane develops. Visit the Neighbourhood Planning website and find out what it will take to get Brisbane into shape:

http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/BCC:BASE::pc=PC_1802 

 - Download the Draft CityShape Document

 - Sign up to Workshops or information circles

 - Complete the survey online - and a chance to win prizes

 - Sign up to the Neighbourhood Planning e-zine to keep informed

Feel free to contact BCC for more information of how you can get involved  -

Simon Clayton

Project Officer Neighbourhood Planning

Community Development Services

Brisbane City Council

Level 19, BAC

GPO Box 1434

Brisbane Q 4001

Phone:  3403 9564

Fax: 3403 4774

Mobile: 0410 432 653

email:  simon.clayton@brisbane.qld.gov.au

Top…
Wanted! Research Participants: Electricity Issues
Are you a low or middle income earner and living in Brisbane? Are you retired and living in Cairns?

We would like to organise two focus groups in Brisbane and one in Cairns in April 2006 
We are looking for research participants who can help us understand 

· the key issues in electricity supply;

· the responses that are needed to protect consumers in electricity regulation;

· how consumers can be involved in discussions about electricity regulation/matters.

This research is being conducted by the Centre for Credit and Consumer Law, Griffith University.

Participants will receive a sum of $30 to cover costs associated with their participation.

To register your interest and find out about the project please contact

Dr Jane Bathgate at Griffith University on 37353244

or e-mail: j.bathgate@griffith.edu.au
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Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.

We would like to hear from you:

Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 

You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 

Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 

