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QDN’s Quality Research Project

Is your service the best it could be?

Have you heard about the new Disability Sector Quality System (DSQS)?

Do you need support to tell your service provider your ideas?
Queenslanders with Disability Network (QDN) have recently received funding from DSQ to identify ways to inform, engage, and involve people with disability in the Disability Sector Quality System (DSQS). This project aims to explore processes that will enable people who receive services from service providers funded by DSQ, to be actively involved in helping to improve their services - which is how it should be!

Louise Lowe has been employed as the Quality Project Worker for QDN.

Louise is excited about the prospect of people with disability having more control over the quality of the services they receive and looks forward to making this project have meaning and purpose.
If you are interested please do not hesitate to contact the QDN office on 1300 363 783 or call Louise directly: 

Ph: (07) 3254 3869
email: quality@qdn.org.au
Welfare to Work Conference
A national two day welfare-to-work conference is scheduled for 17-18 July, coinciding with the implementation of the Australian Government’s workfare policies. The conference is being organised by the Social Policy Unit, The University of Queensland. 
QDN has the capacity to support a small number of people with disability to attend this conference. Please call the office for more information on 1300 363 783.

It is proposed that the conference provides an opportunity to critically engage with the many issues this significant development in policy throws up for Australian citizens, policy makers, community service providers, governments, researchers, scholars and activists. The conference encourages new and imaginative responses to the policy agenda, enhancing the scale and focus of research activity, stimulates innovative thinking and encourages collaborative connections. 

The conference features a range of leading international and national researchers and practitioners drawn from industry and the university sector in the United States, the United Kingdom and Australia. An international perspective is designed to provide a comparative edge to local considerations.  

See the conference website for all the details on registration, guest speakers and the call for papers www.uq.edu.au/swahs/welfaretowork 

Top…
Disability Service Act 2006 – Information Sessions
Disability Services Queensland has organised for information sessions to be conducted across Queensland on the Disability Services Act 2006 between 22 May and 23 June 2006.   
There will be two different types of public information sessions held:
1.      Information session for stakeholders on the new Act – 3 hours duration if session is held during the day; 2 hours duration for a small number of sessions which will be held in the evening; and
2.      Information session for service providers on criminal history screening for service providers – 1 hour duration.
You can contact DSQ for the full list of the dates, times and venues for these information sessions on 1800 177 120.
Please note that participants will be asked to register for sessions and evening sessions will be cancelled if attendance is expected to be low.
You are welcome and encouraged to distribute this information across your networks.  DSQ has previously provided dates and locations of sessions through our Regional Officers for distribution to their local networks.  Advertisements in local press will be provided as well as information on the DSQ website:  www.disability.qld.gov.au 
Top…
QDN will be Exhibiting at the Brisbane Social Forum this Weekend.
The Brisbane Social Forum is coming up on 19 – 21 May in the Union Building at University of Queensland, St Lucia. The forum is an opportunity to meet and network with people in the community committed to social justice and democracy. QDN will have a stall to promote the inclusion of people with disability when talking about human rights, freedom, peace and a global justice movement. If you would like more information, check out the forum website www.brisbanesocialforum.org 

Members who are in and around Brisbane on this weekend are welcome to come and help us at the QDN stall. 

If there are any other social justice and community development events around Queensland that you know would welcome QDN’s participation, please let us know. 

Top…
Are you a member of QDN yet?

Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? You may even get the e-Bulletin from another source as it is often passed on via other networks. 
If so, then why not take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability it is free to join!
For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
Gold Coast Network

It is great to see a strong network of people with disability becoming more active on the Gold Coast. There are monthly meetings to discuss what is happening on the Coast and what needs to be done to strengthen the voice of people with disability in this area. 
The group are always looking for others on the Gold Coast who are interested in attending meetings. So if you are interested and want to come and hear what they are talking about, contact the QDN office on 1300 363 783.
Top…
Expert Input Sought For State Disability Conference 


The Queensland Government is seeking submissions from people with expertise in disability issues to share their knowledge at the 2006 Shared Visions disability conference to be held on the Gold Coast later this year. The Minister for Communities, Disability Services and Seniors, Warren Pitt, said several hundred delegates are expected to attend this year's conference to be held at the Conrad Jupiters Casino Pavilion Convention Centre, Gold Coast on 21-22 September.

People wishing to submit abstracts for consideration should do so by Friday 23 June.
Information on the conference and how to submit an abstract is available at www.disability.qld.gov.au or by phoning 1800 302 510.
Top…
Brisbane Post School Options Expo for Students with Disability 1 June 2006


The Brisbane Post School Options Expo provides information to students with disability and their families on their options after leaving school. 
This is an opportunity for young people with disability to seek out information and guidance on negotiating their way through the maze of services and funding. Entertainment and workshops will also be available for the students on the day.
Where: Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, Cnr Glenelg & Merivale St, South Brisbane
Date: 1 June 2006
Time: 9.30 am to 3.00pm
Cost: $2.00

For further information contact Alison McFarlane on 3380 1149, Megan Toppenberg on 3263 2288 or Susan Jordan on 3488 6345 or email sjord2@eq.edu.au
  

Top…
Truck Thunder: supporting the Hear and Say Centre
When: 11 June 2006
The Gore Highway will be humming to the sound of diesel power as a massive convoy of big rigs makes its way from Toowoomba to Pittsworth to raise money for the Hear and Say Centre. 
Starting at the Toowoomba Showgrounds and travelling to the Pittsworth Showgrounds, the convoy will be followed by a family fun day and night of rides, entertainment, truck and ute shows, a rodeo and fireworks.
For further information on this event please call: (07) 3870 2221 or visit: www.hearandsaycentre.com.au
 

Top…
Self Advocacy Workshops

Spinal Injuries Association is running a number of self advocacy workshops around the state. We would encourage members who are interested in learning the tricks of lobbying to attend. It’s also a great way to meet other people in your local community who share the same experiences and concerns. The workshops are free. Please contact Roxanne on 3391 2044 or email raila@spinal.com.au

Top…
[image: image1.png]



Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.

We would like to hear from you:

Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 

You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 

Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 

