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January E-bulletin 2005
Happy New Year from the Management Committee and staff of QDN

2004 ended on a positive note.  QDN gave away 10 computers with 200 free hours of Internet time to members.  Just in time for Christmas. On behalf of QDN, I would like to thank Green PC for donating the computers to QDN and Daryl Munro from the Emerald who generously transported two of these computers to Atherton and Rockhampton. Below is a quote from one of the recipients:

“The computer that I received from QDN is great.  I’ve set it up in my spare bedroom overlooking the street so I can see the world come and go while surfing the web. The free internet access has also come in handy. I’ve already used the internet at home for Internet Banking, Online shopping and getting in contact with mates from around Australia and the world. Thanks very much to the QDN committee who selected me to receive one of the PC’s.” Gareth, Rocky
The Hot Topics Group is going strong with Mary Kenny's assistance.  For those of you not familiar with the Hot Topics Group, it is a group of people with intellectual disabilities who get together to discuss issues which affect them.

QDN has refurbished its web site.  It is a more colourful site, more easily usable for people who are visually impaired and as well as interactive.  This website will continue to grow and develop as contributions and links are added to it.

Now is a good time to bring up the subject of QDN's new business cards.  They are double sided and one side is completely written in Braille.  The business cards look very cool with QDN's new logo.

QDN has a number of projects on the board for this coming year.  For example: training workshops to empower people disabilities to speak for themselves and organising a gathering.  Since inception, in 1998-99, QDN has run a series of gatherings statewide attended by people with disabilities.  It is from his gatherings are QDN has established and maintained its core values.  (The full statement can be found on the web site at www.qdn.org.au ) Our motto is "Nothing about us without us.".  In 2005, a proposition has been put forward toward organising smaller gatherings in regional and remote communities.  You may wish to have input into this idea?  If so, just email, write or telephone QDN.

Just because you live out of Brisbane does not mean that you cannot have your say in the operation of QDN. Write an e-mail or letter and tell us about what is happening in your area or what you would like to see happen in your area?  Do not hesitate to voice your opinion on an issue raised in a newsletter, ebulletin for an event held in Brisbane or around local area.

On a sad note, QDN had to say goodbye to Russel and Kay last year.  We wish them all the best.  Karin has also moved on to an excellent allied organisation Queensland Disability Housing Coalition.  QDN hope to engage a new Network Officer soon. Mary Kenny has been doing a wonderful job filling in the role of rouseabout at short notice. Mary is a tireless worker and has the patience of a saint.

Francis Vicary resigned as president of at QDN's annual general meeting to devote her time to full-time work with the Community Resources Unit.  Bill Garsden has taken over as President of QDN.  Vicki Humphries has taken over Bill Garsden's previous role and is now secretary of QDN.  John MacPherson is now the Treasurer of QDN.  
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New Committee members this term:

Amanda Tink and 
Andrew Rogers
QDN’s Annual Report will be part of the next newsletter.

Please give feedback on what type of format ebulletins you prefer to receive? Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about.
Information about the Annual Report will be included in the next newsletter.

. 
You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au
Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au
�QDN.  Queenslanders with Disability Network Inc.  Nothing about us without us.  








