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The CSTDA Campaign

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY TAKE A STAND!
 
Government Inaction No Longer Tolerable
 
 
What is the CSTDA?
The Commonwealth State and Territory Disability Agreement or CSTDA as it is better known, is an agreement between the federal Government and the State and Territory Governments across Australia dealing with how funding will be provided from the Federal Government to the State and Territory Governments to be specifically spent on supporting people with disability. 
 
This agreement was recently reviewed by a Federal Senate Inquiry which found that both the Federal and States need to give more money for the support of people with disability. The Report makes its primary recommendation “that Commonwealth, State and Territory governments jointly commit as part of the fourth CSTDA to substantial additional funding to address identified unmet need for specialist support services, particularly for accommodation services and supports”.
 
The Howard Government has completely ignored a unanimous bipartisan report of the Senate Community Affairs Committee into the Funding and Operation of the Commonwealth State/Territory Disability Agreement which calls upon all governments - Commonwealth, State and Territory - to provide substantial additional funding for much needed basic support services for people with disability across Australia.
 
We cannot accept the Howard Government’s position to not provide any additional money towards these much needed support services.  
 
Already action is starting to take place across Australia in response to the Howard Government’s stance. The National CSTDA Community Alliance has been formed across Australia and QDN is one of the member organisations.
 
If you would like to know more about this issue, take your action or know more about the National CSTDA Community Alliance, please do not hesitate to contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email: qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
 
QDN CSTDA Teleconference
We are going to hold a teleconference for anyone who is interested in finding out more about the CSTDA campaign. We aim to have a representative from the National CSTDA Community Alliance on the line to give an overview of the issues and what you can be doing to assist.
The teleconference will explore:
What is currently happening?
What is our stance?
What can we do?
QDN Teleconference on CSTDA
When: 14 March
Time: 12pm - 1pm
Cost: Free
If you would like to participate, please contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email: qdn@qdn.org.au before 13 March.
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Setting QDN Priorities for 2007 - 2008

 

At the end of March, the staff and management committee will finalise QDN’s priorities for 2007 – 2008 financial year. The voice of members of QDN ultimately influences the projects that QDN undertakes throughout the year. 
 
During the regional tour last year, we heard from many people about the many issues that are affecting people’s lives. Now it’s time for us to focus on a few priorities. With collective focus, we achieve greater outcomes together as a network of people with disability and supporters. 
 
So tell us what you think the three top priorities should be for projects for the coming year. It is important that we hear from you! 
 
Please contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email: qdn@qdn.org.au before 22 March.
Top…
 
QDN Quality Research Project - Final Report Coming Soon

As we have previously reported in the e-Bulletin QDN has been undertaking a research project about how what place people with disability will have in the Disability Sector Quality System. This project has spoken to numerous members across the state and their response have now formed the basis of our final project report.
 
We plan to release the report to members in March and look forward to seeing our recommendation be adopted by DSQ.
 
Finally, QDN would like to congratulate and thank Louise Lowe for her exceptional work in undertaking this project. Her high standard of facilitation has ensured that QDN is fostering truly grass roots change. 
 
Stay tuned for the release of the report and details of its launch.
 
In the mean time, if you would like to know more about this project please don’t to contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email: qdn@qdn.org.au
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QDHC Hot Topics Housing
QDN is presently supporting Qld Disability Housing Coalition (QDHC) undertake an extension of our Hot Topics group on the issue of housing and tenancy rights. The groups will be meeting in Toowoomba, Gold Coast and Gympie. At this stage we are just looking for anyone who might be interested in getting involved.
If you are then please let us know on 1300 363 783 or email: qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
 
QDN Maryborough Forum
QDN has received feedback from members in the Maryborough and Bundaberg areas wanting a QDN forum in this area. We are hoping to hold an event in this area to talk about QDN and to network with others in your area over lunch (provided by QDN). This could be the beginnings of more frequent QDN events in this area.
If you are interested and want to find out more please contact Sarah on 1300 363 783 or email sarahh@qdn.org.au
Top…
 
QDN Writers’ and Storytellers’ Circle 
QDN support a group of our members to come together around their passion to write. On of the outcomes from the last meeting was to support other members to lobby by assisting them to write letters and develop lobbying materials. 
If you are interested in the Circle or to find out the times for the next meeting of the Writers’ and Storytellers’ Circle please contact Sarah on 1300 363 783 or email sarahh@qdn.org.au 
Top…
 

Are you good at writing funding submissions?

 
Queenslanders with Disability Network Inc in association with the Steering Committee of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Disability Network, Queensland is seeking a 
NETWORK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT WORKER
 
Casual Part Time (15hrs/wk for 15 weeks ) ~ Flexible Hours
SACS Award - Level 6
 
The Network Development Project Worker will have a key role:
· To submit for funding to engage a network coordinator - a non recurrent position for 2 years to continue the developmental work with the steering committee. 
· Identify a source for funding a state-wide gathering, including a worker to organise the event; and
· Seek recurrent funding to establish the network permanently.
 
INTERESTED TO FIND OUT MORE?
 
Contact Greg Wagner At QDN
Suite 11,7 O ’Connell Tce, Bowen Hills Qld 4006
qdn@qdn.org.au or on 1300 363 783
Top…
 
Tracking Our Journey QR Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) Community Forum 2007
The forum will include, Speakers from the QR DDA Reference Group and small discussion groups. QR are seeking your positive solutions to enhance access to our services.
Qld Rail wishes to invite people with disability to participate in this community consultation. 
Wednesday 4th April 10.00 am (registration) to 4pm
Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre
Rooms P1 and P2
Please advise QR of any dietary requirements you may have. The venue is wheelchair accessible. QR will also provide Real Time Captioning, Auslan Interpreters, Support Workers, Orientation Guides, assistance with travel and a Hearing Loop. 
Places are strictly limited. Please RSVP by 21st March on 3235-1664, TTY 3606- 5800 or Email Karen.Marks @qr.com.au
QDN is a member of the QR DDA Reference Group and support the work of this QR initiative.
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Are you a member of QDN yet?

Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? You may even get the e-Bulletin from another source as it is often passed on via other networks. 
If so, then why not take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability it is free to join!
For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
 
(Advertisement)
The Choosability Fund 

Note: QDN has been asked to advertise the Choosability Fund. Whist we have not received any remuneration for this advertisement, we do not necessarily endorse its contents. We recommend that you should always obtain an independent opinion before making investment decisions. 
 
Interest-free finance for people with disabilities and their families
Purpose
· To provide an interest-free finance scheme utilising mutual aid principles, to assist people with disabilities and their families with the purchase of equipment, home or vehicle modifications and services to support the disability. 

 
Who can join?
· People with a physical disability; 

· Parents who have a child or children with a disability (the child can be under or over 18 years of age; disability does not need to be physical); 

· Family members and supporters of people with a disability, who nominate that person as the beneficiary of their membership (the disability does not need to be physical). 

 
How does it work?
1. Members contribute a small amount each month into a common fund. 
2. After a period of regular contribution they have the right to borrow from the fund. 
3. They then repay the amount they have borrowed back into the fund in monthly installments on interest-free terms. 

 
Monthly contribution
· $10 

 
Benefit Schedule    
· Contribute for six months, access $500 

· Contribute for 12 months, access $1,000 

· Contribute for 2 years, access $2,500 

 
Repayment schedule
· Preferred rate $1,000 per year, or $83.50 per month. 

· Negotiable according to capacity to repay 

· Minimum monthly repayment $42 
 
For more information or a membership form
· Contact Cassandra Sheppard, Foresters ANA Mutual Society, 
(07) 3210 6772 or cassandra@forestersana.com.au
 
Let Us Known What You Think!

At QDN we are always wanting to improve how we do things. That means we want to hear your thoughts, after all it is your network.
Please let us know how you think QDN has been going. Do you like the e-Bulletin? Do you attend QDN events and find them useful? What are your thoughts?
Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
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Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.
 
We would like to hear from you:
Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 
 
You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 
Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 
 
 
 

 

