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Release of QDN’s paper on Welfare to Work – It’s time to take action!
Over the past months QDN has been developing our position paper on the recent changes to the DSP and employment for people with disability. The result is the QDN position paper titled: Welfare to Work – The move towards social division.
This paper has been put together by our Welfare Reform team: David Swift, Francis Vicary and Nigel Webb. Their task has not been an easy one and the paper is reflective of their skill and knowledge of the area.
 “One of the most extensive changes proposed by these is the number of hours people with disability are deemed capable of working before being forced to transfer from the Disability Support Pension to Newstart. By changing the number of hours people with disability are required to work from 30 hours to 15 hours, the Australian Government may be coercing people with disability to accept menial jobs which do not match their employment or educational aspirations or attributes just to make ends meet.” Taken from Welfare to Work – The move towards social division.
Accompanying the paper is the Welfare to Work Lobby Kit. This Kit is for you to take your own action. With the senate now controlled by the Howard Government, it is time to stand up for your rights and take action.
To get your copy of Welfare to Work – The move towards social division  and the Lobby Kit, please go to www.qdn.org.au or phone the office on 1300 363 783.
Top…
Universal Housing – Jaguar Consulting
Recently QDN formulated a policy position on Universal Housing and QDN’s position on this matter has also been reflected in our  submission to the consultation on accessible housing coordinated by Jaguar Consulting. A copy of this document can be found on QDN’s website: www.qdn.org.au
Recently QDN's representative attended a meeting to discuss the Research Report being put together by Jaguar Consulting. The consultant from Jaguar Consulting was Mr. Alan Moran. 
The meeting was well attended by representatives from the disability sector, the aged care sector, Brisbane City Council, the HIA and Noosa Shire Council. A representative from the Federal Minister for Ageing, Julie Bishop, also attended the meeting. 
A common thread in the discussions were wider corridors, accessible bathrooms and a no step entrance in private dwellings and how to achieve this.  Discussion also revolved around modifications to existing private dwellings, because this is more common than new dwellings. Attendees of the meeting were also informed that the Research Report was to be finalised by October 2005.
Despite the good intensions of the participants, it is disappointing to note however, that the method of consultation was note undertaken in the spirit of inclusive and respectful consultation. The consultant for Jaguar Consulting appeared inexperienced with the process of this type of consultation, with some participants taking offense to his abrupt manner and lack of recording.  
It is hard to predict what will be in this Research Report, but on a positive note, a representative of the disability sector gave QDN's written response to the consultation process "mutiple ticks".
If you would like to comment on this issue or discuss it further, please do not hesitate to  call 1300 363 783 or email on qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au
Top…
Ministers Inaugural Disability Conference At Jupiters Casino 22-23 July 2005
On the 22 & 23 of July the inaugural Shared Visions Conference was held on the Gold Coast. The feedback QDN has received from our members has been varied. 
The Minister, the Hon Warren Pitt, made himself readily available to participants at the conference and there was a strong feeling he was wanting to head in the right direction for people with disability in Queensland. We believe that this is true and we strongly applaud the Minister for his devotion to disability issues and his active intension to publicly discuss them.
However, many of our members also felt the conference did not go far enough.
One point of strong agreement from those who attended was to hear a familiar message that people with disability want valued and well supported lives. We do not want segregation, isolation and containment. This message was clear. It was as clear as the other message heard: disability services in Queensland are going backwards – we are institutionalising people with disability again! Perhaps some acknowledgement of this fact was given by the Minister in his closing remarks stating that he was surprised to hear that things were not as good as he thought them to be. 
Some noted that it was disappointing we did not hear issues raised about people who are homeless, living in hostels, institutions and so on. People who would have no opportunity to attend a conference such as this one.
Others felt they were kept wondering where the conference was heading. The workshop groups were large - about 50 people, so the opportunity to obtain a comprehensive and strong message from the group was reduced. One comment from a participant reflects this point: “I have the feeling that there will be a lot of people at DSQ either wondering the same thing or thinking – “that was a nice weekend away – now where are we at with that vacancy coordination”.  Given the outcome of the conference was abstract, there is a risk it will sail over the heads of those administrators who are charged with the responsibility of overseeing the system.  They may even naively think they are heading in the right direction, but just have not got there yet.
 
There was a very clear message given by the Minister that the Regional Councils are the people he consults with on disability issues. This is a reality placed upon people with disability in Queensland and consequently, we need to attempt to make positive and fruitful connections with the councils. 
 
QDN received lots of interest at our stall. Everyone was talking about our papers and people came looking for them as they had heard people talking about them. Several of the regional councils wanted the papers sent to them to be distributed to the council members.
We will no doubt gain additional members from the conference and we have received a lot of requests from the regional councils to visit to discuss QDN. 
The Minister announced that the next conference will be held in Townsville - during Disability Action Week July 2006.  
QDN would be interested in feedback from members in Townsville regarding:
- the number of accessible units in Townsville
- the number of wheelchair accessible maxi van's in Townsville
- and anything you may think of that is relevant to making a conference for people with disabilities run smoothly in Townsville.
We will keep you posted on the outcome of this issue.
If you would like to comment on this issue or discuss it further, please do not hesitate to  call 1300 363 783 or email on qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au
Top…
 

News from the Hot Topics Action Group

We have been a very busy group since February this year.  As you have seen in previous bulletins, we are a group of people who have difficulty reading and writing and understanding complicated information.  Our group is small, and that is the way we like it.  It gives us a chance to all have a say and to ask questions when we do not understand.  It also enables us to relate to one another more easily.  
When we started we spent time talking about what were the hot topics in our personal lives.  Then we invited guest speakers to come to have a chat to us about these topics.  We said that we wanted to keep our meetings informal and invite people to talk to us in a conversation rather than have a lecture or forum.  We thought that when we had gathered the information, we would invite others who want to know about the particular Hot Topic to join us in a bigger meeting at QDN so everyone could share the information.
Our first Hot Topic was about HOUSING.  A few of us have had a lot of issues with our public housing and some of us did not know there were groups out there who could help us to get information or help us to talk to Queensland Housing about repairs, rent, reviews and changes to our housing needs.  This first topic was very successful.  People from Queensland Disability Housing Coalition, Queensland Tenants Union, Queensland Public Tenants Association, Tenants Advice and Advocacy Service and Queensland Housing came to talk to us, we were able to talk about our situation as well and listen to what each of these organisations do.  
We really enjoyed the opportunity to meet a person from each of these organisations.  We were able to talk about our particular situation and hear what things we could do to make the situation better.  By doing it this way, we are able to take in the information more easily, and we remember what the people say.  All of us have phone numbers to contact, and we feel that we have been taken seriously, and we are more in control of what we can do.
The most exciting thing for the group was to then invite each of the guest speakers to come to a big meeting at QDN where we invited other people to join us to hear the information about Housing.  Twenty-two people came to the meeting and it was very successful.
Since then, we have tried to get speakers to talk to us about the CHANGES TO THE DISABILTY SUPPORT PENSION.  No one from the Commonwealth Department of Employment and Workplace Relations will come to talk to us because they are not able to talk about the changes by the Prime Minister and other government people, in the newspapers and on TV.  We find this a very difficult thing to understand because there is so much talk about the changes and we are very worried about whether the changes will affect our receiving the pension.
Francis Vicary and David Swift came to talk to us about the Position Paper that QDN is putting together on the changes to the Disability Support Pension.  We think there is a lot more discussion needed before we will understand all these changes.  We are hoping to invite Gail Middleton and John Stannard from Welfare Rights to come to talk to us, when we have finished our conversation with them, we hope to invite everyone to come to a meeting at QDN to hear what they have to say.  
Christine Douglas came to speak to us about how to deal with ANXIETY.  It was a very good session and we have some good information to share about this.  We will ask QDN to put it on the web site so other people can see it when they look up www.qdn.org.au  
Our next topic is going to be SAFETY.  We want to talk about being safe at home, being safe when we are out visiting people or out and about and especially when going to sporting events like the cricket and football.
A policeman from the Roma Street station is coming to talk to us after the Exhibition is over.  We are also looking for someone who can help us with some self defense ideas so we feel safer.  When we have this information together, we will invite everyone to join us at QDN to hear what we know.
Our next meeting will be on Friday 12th August.  We are trying out a new meeting place that is close to the Milton Railway station at 9 Chippendall St, Milton.   
Please contact Mary Kenny if you want more information.  She will let you know what we are doing and when we will be having the next big meeting at QDN.
If you would like more information, please do not hesitate to call 1300 363 783 or email on qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au
 

Top…
Access To Premises Standard
Negotiations to develop the Access to Premises Standard under the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) are meeting resistance, with moves to introduce a Standard that would not require lifts in 2 and 3 storey buildings. 
This would make it legal to discriminate against many people with disabilities as well as other Australians such as those who are ageing and parents with small children handling prams and strollers. 
Last month the ABCB met to discuss the proposed standard with the view of making recommendations on legislation. So far no information has been released about this meeting and we are still awaiting the outcome.
QDN’s lobbying on this matter has been strong and well received across Australia. However, we have not been alone in this struggle.
The Physical Disability Council Australia (PDCA) also seriously questions the consultation process as the "building industry is privy to the contents of the report to the Minister for Industry, Tourism and Resources due to membership of the ABCB while the disability sector is kept in the dark as we have no representatives on the ABCB." 
The PDCA are asking it's membership to write to Federal members and Senators. The PDCA are also trying to enlist organisations throughout Australia to identify buildings that are not accessible that could provide employment to people with disabilities "but because of the lack of access will limit us forever, and more so if the Standard as it is now, is approved."
Contact the PDCA for support at pdca@pdca.org.au or phone 07 3267 1057 - Physical Disability Council of Australia (PDCA).
Top…
 
Draft Australian Standards On Railway Crossings

 

Standards Australia have released the draft Australian Standard on Railway Level Crossings for public comment. 
It is important that Standards Australia get credible feedback on their proposals.  In particular, members who live in regional areas should comment as they are most likely to encounter problems at grade crossings.  Brisbane members will also encounter them but will often have over-bridges as the means of crossing rail lines.  
A review of the draft and feedback form will be posted at www.qdn.org.au soon - so will QDN's response. Members are encouraged to use the later as a guide for feedback if they choose.  Feedback is requested by 23rd August 2005.
Top…
 

Brisbane City Council Bus Survey

As part of Disability Action Week, Brisbane City Council is posting a Discussion and a Survey on accessible buses in its 'Your Say Online' pages.  People are encouraged to inform Council of their experiences when catching accessible buses through participation in the Discussion.  The Survey asks specific questions about accessible buses and general details about the person responding.  The data obtained will allow Council to assess its performance in the provision of an accessible bus service.  This is an excellent opportunity for people with disabilities, their family, friends and allies to critique the Council's performance to date.  The three URL addresses below connect to the Discussion, the Survey and a general information page.  Copying and pasting into the browser URL address will bring up any of the pages.  
 
Click here to go to the discussion.
 
Click here to go to the survey.
 
More information on the Council's bus services can be found by going to:
http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/BCC:STANDARD:2030264083:pc=PC_1232
 
QR DDA Reference Group

QDN's representative attended QRail's Disability Discrimination Act Reference Group on the 12th of July 2005. Discussion topics were diverse and included subjects such as boarding point matting, ramps used by QRail to allow wheelchair passengers to get on and off carriages and proposed changes to signage.
 
Update on Inner Northern Busway 

Checkout www.transport.qld.gov.au/busways for regular updates.
 
Ekka Discount Admissions

Info about discount access to the Ekka for people with disability can be found at: www.ekka.com.au and follow the links to Visitor Information.
Top…
 
QDN was pleased with the feedback from members from our e-Bulletin. Please keep letting QDN know your views.
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Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this ebulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.
 
We would like to hear from you:
Please give feedback on what type of format ebulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 
 
You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 
Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 
 
