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The CSTDA Campaign Update

Crucial Meeting Of Disability Ministers Brisbane   3 April 2007
The governments of Australia are in the process of negotiating a new Disability Agreement (CSTDA) for the next five years.  This will be the fourth such Agreement. 
It is through this Agreement that decisions will be made about the provision of support services for people with disability and their families and about how much money each level of government puts in!
For people with disability and their families, this agreement is extremely important. It will have a crucial impact on who will and won’t get assistance?
The past three Agreements have not seen governments commit to the action and funding needed to ensure that the support services that people with disability and their families need are available.  Fifteen years is too long to wait!
The Commonwealth Government has announced that it does not intend to put in any additional money at all!  In fact, it does not intend to put in enough funding over the next five years even to maintain existing support services. 
On 3 April Ministers from across Australia will be meeting in Brisbane to discuss the new Agreement.  It is vital that we make our voices heard on that day!  
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!
SIT-INS AT ELECTORATE OFFICES
Tuesday 3 APRIL
12 noon to 1pm
Around the nation people with disability, family members, friends and supporters will be ‘sitting-in’ at electorate offices to present a ‘Statement of Claim’ to their Members of Parliament and to hand out fliers to staff and passing voters. 
We really need your help for an hour between 12 noon and 1.00 pm on 3 April!
For more information on how you can help please email the CSTDA Alliance convenor at convenor@cstdaalliance.org.au  
You will be provided with the information and fliers you need for the ‘Sit-In’.  Any queries you have will be answered and any suggestions you may have will be very welcome. 
 
Top…
 
QDN CSTDA Teleconference
Recently QDN held a teleconference for anyone who is interested in finding out more about the CSTDA campaign. All 15 positions on the teleconference were filled and a representative from the National CSTDA Community Alliance was on the line to give an overview of the issues. For anyone who missed the telconference and would like to know what was discussed, please contact the QDN office on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
 

Labour Day March 2007 and QDN BBQ

QDN will be marching in the 2007 Labour Day March and we are looking for members to get involved. Following the march we will be holding a BBQ for members back at the office.
When: Monday 7 May
Assemble: 10.30am
Where: Boundary St near the crn Upper Edward St
 
March route
The march will leave the assembly point at 10:30am - the route is as follows:
· assemble Boundary St near the crn Upper Edward St 

· turn right into Wharf Street 
· turn left into Turbot Street 
· merge into Wickham Street 
· turn left into Brunswick Street 
· turn right into St Pauls Terrace 
· turn left into Alexandria Street 
· enter RNA Showgrounds 

If you want to be involved please call the QDN office on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
Assistance with transport is available.
Top…
 

Setting QDN Priorities for 2007 - 2008

 
At the end of March, the staff and management committee will finalise QDN’s priorities for 2007 – 2008 financial year. The voice of members of QDN ultimately influences the projects that QDN undertakes throughout the year. 
 
During the regional tour last year, we heard from many people about the many issues that are affecting people’s lives. Now it’s time for us to focus on a few priorities. With collective focus, we achieve greater outcomes together as a network of people with disability and supporters. 
 
Some of the top priorities already identified include:
· Expanding our network within our resources.
· Getting people with disability involved in the DSQS in a real way.
· Federal Election Campaigning.
 
So tell us what you think the three top priorities should be for projects for the coming year. It is important that we hear from you! 
 
Please contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email: qdn@qdn.org.au.
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People with Disability Who Managed the Funding They Received from DSQ - Without Going through a Third-Party Service Provider.

On Saturday the 10th of March, a small get-together was organised by a QDN member for people with disability who self managed the funding they received for support workers from DSQ.  The objective of this meeting was to start the ball rolling towards putting together a form of information pack for people with disability who currently do not manage their own funding but would like to find out what is involved. 

The QDN member is happy to report that despite the fact that the get-together was only small, a lot of subjects were covered, clarified and the input by the attendees was first class.

Sadly, putting together an information pack is not going to be a short-term project but the QDN member would like to reassure those interested in managing their own funding that there is "a project under way".  There have been recent changes to the funding guidelines by DSQ.  Factors like this have to be taken into consideration so that any details put into an information pack are accurate. 

This is a work in progress so any information from all people with disability, or people in the disability sector, sent to QDN would be greatly valued. This is a collaborative effort  by people with disability.
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Photocopier for Sale - $500

The old QDN photocopier is for sale and we are first seeking interest from our members. The photocopier is a black and white Fuji Zerox A3 double sided copier. It is out of warranty period and the service agreement. The buyer would need to pick up in an as is condition.
For more information please contact the QDN office on 1300 363 783 or email: qdn@qdn.org.au 
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QDHC Hot Topics Housing
QDN is presently supporting Qld Disability Housing Coalition (QDHC) undertake an extension of our Hot Topics group on the issue of housing and tenancy rights. The groups will be meeting in Toowoomba, Gold Coast and Gympie. Meeting times are now being organised, so if you are interested please let us know asap.
Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email: qdn@qdn.org.au
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QDN Writers’ and Storytellers’ Circle 
QDN support a group of our members to come together around their passion to write. One of the outcomes from the last meeting was to support other members to lobby by assisting them to write letters and develop lobbying materials. 
If you are interested in the Circle or to find out the times for the next meeting of the Writers’ and Storytellers’ Circle please contact Sarah on 1300 363 783 or email sarahh@qdn.org.au 
 

Top…
Tracking Our Journey QR Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) Community Forum 2007 – Only 20 places left!
The forum will include, Speakers from the QR DDA Reference Group and small discussion groups. QR are seeking your positive solutions to enhance access to our services.
Qld Rail wishes to invite people with disability to participate in this community consultation. 
Wednesday 4th April 10.00 am (registration) to 4pm
Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre
Rooms P1 and P2
Please advise QR of any dietary requirements you may have. The venue is wheelchair accessible. QR will also provide Real Time Captioning, Auslan Interpreters, Support Workers, Orientation Guides, assistance with travel and a Hearing Loop. 
Places are strictly limited. Please RSVP by 21st March on 3235-1664, TTY 3606- 5800 or Email Karen.Marks @qr.com.au
QDN is a member of the QR DDA Reference Group and support the work of this QR initiative.

Top…
Closing the Gaps - Local and Community Transport Conference
10th and 11th May 07 Brisbane

Transport is a fundamental need of all people. And yet, in every community, there are individuals and groups whose quality of life is diminished because they cannot access suitable and affordable alternatives to the private motor vehicle and mainstream public transport. Developing and implementing sustainable transport solutions at the local or community level is essential to closing the gaps in the transport system that give rise to this situation.
Rising to the challenge of closing the gaps offers hope for those who fall through them, opportunities for industry and a way forward for government and the community.
 
Why you should attend:
"Closing the Gaps" will take a strong practical focus on community-based responses to unmet transport and will feature leading local and international exponents and authorities. The conference is all about:
Catching up with recent developments from around Australia and around the world
Showcasing real-world approaches and solutions that have been proven to work
Highlighting opportunities
Sharing knowledge and experience
Building networks
Encouraging people to think outside 'their patch'
Shaping planning and decision-making at all levels
 
For more information contact Sandy on 07 3205 2955.
Top…
 

Are you a member of QDN yet?

Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? You may even get the e-Bulletin from another source as it is often passed on via other networks. 
If so, then why not take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability it is free to join!
For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
 
Let Us Known What You Think!

At QDN we are always wanting to improve how we do things. That means we want to hear your thoughts, after all it is your network.
Please let us know how you think QDN has been going. Do you like the e-Bulletin? Do you attend QDN events and find them useful? What are your thoughts?
Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
 
Top…
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Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.
 
We would like to hear from you:
Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 
 
You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 
Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 
 
 
 
 
