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The Hot Topics Group
NEWS FLASH

A Chat about Housing

When: 
Friday 22nd April 2005

3 pm to 6 pm

Where: 
Queenslanders with Disability Network Inc

Suite 11, 7 O'Connell Tce

Bowen Hills Qld 4006

We can help people who live in Brisbane who want to attend the afternoon with transport, so please ring 3252 8566 and leave a message to let us know if you are coming.

We are holding an open chat on Friday 22nd April, and we hope to have Janice from Tenants Advocacy Advisory Service, Tim from the Queensland Public Tenants Association, Karin Swift from Queensland Disability Housing Coalition and some others from Queensland Housing and the Tenants Union present.  

So if you wish to join us, call Mary Kenny on 3252 8566 and leave your contact details.

In the last e-bulletin, we introduced ourselves.  We meet on Fridays, at 3 pm at QDN and we have invited a number of people along to join with us to discuss those things that we are concerned about.  

We have met with Janice from the Tenants Advocacy and Advisory Service and Tim from the Queensland Public Tenants Association.  We have been enjoying an ongoing "Chat about Housing" and exploring different issues such as why it takes so long for repairs to happen, what to do when there is a problem with the rent, where to go when we feel we are being treated unfairly by the landlord or Queensland Housing and what to do when you are told there is a review of your housing needs happening.  

Our meetings have been very helpful and we have gathered some interesting information to share.

The members of our group are:

Donna Best, Juliet Bryden, Julie Dore Craig Johnstone, Anne Low,  John O'Shea, Sharon O'Shea, Willie Prince, Leanne Deede.  Other guests have included Sandra Kalms and Josey McMahon.  Mary Kenny helps us to organize the meetings and guest speakers.
Top…
Welfare Reform

Recently the Commonwealth Government ran invitation only consultations in every capital city regarding proposed changes to the DSP and the Commonwealth's employment strategy for people with a disability.

Consequently, QDN held a forum to discuss these changes and the impact that these changes will have on people with disability. Whilst on this note, we would like to thank the participants for attending the meeting at QDN, your input was greatly appreciated and will be the foundation of future action taken by QDN.

The meeting with the Commonwealth was well represented by people with disability and all of the issues raised at the QDN meeting were presented to the Minister responsible for Workplace Participation, the Hon Peter Dutton. Additionally he gave a verbal commitment that further consultations will take place before July. He did not give any other information as to what form these consultations will take, however, he did acknowledge that he is aware of the growing concern around this issue and the need to consult further. 

It was apparent that there was no detailed recording of what was said at the meeting with the Minister and it is unlikely there will be any public report on the consultations as the information will go directly to Cabinet to aid in their decision making around the issue. 

In response to the Minister's statements, QDN is in the process of writing to Mr Dutton to confirm his declaration that additional consultations will take place before July and to seek detail on the format of these consultations.

QDN welcomes any further feed back or interest in this concern. You can contact us at QDN on 1300 363 783. 

QDN will be developing a position paper in response to these issues, as well as a lobby kit aimed to assist you to take your own action. 

Please don't hesitate to call if you would like to discuss any aspect of these changes, how it will affect you, or what QDN is doing to address this concern. 

Top…
Have Your Say: On improving disability services in Queensland

As noted in the last e-Bulletin, The Minister for Communities, Disability Services and Seniors, Mr. Warren Pitt, has released a consultation paper for Queenslanders to have their say on proposed improvements to services for people with a disability. 

The consultation paper is entitled "Have Your Say: On improving disability services in Queensland". The closing date for this consultation has been extended to the 16th of May 2005. 

QDN urges all people with disabilities, their families and carers to take the opportunity to have their say on what they can expect from Disability Services Queensland in the future.   
Responses may be lodged in a written response to the consultation paper, by attending a facilitated session, through a phone in or online at <http://www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au/consultqld/index.cfm?go=consultonline.viewIssue&issueid=83>. 

QDN is presently developing a position paper in response to this important issue. If you want to contribute to our position paper please contact the office on 1300 363 783. 

Additionally we support the lobby package developed by QPPD - the package is included as an attachment to this e-Bulletin. QDN has had input into the development of this lobby package and endorse its contents, so please take the time to read this package and take your own action.

Top…
Access To Premises Standard

As stated in the last e-Bulletin, QDN fully supports the draft Access to Premises Standard under the Disability Discrimination Act issued for public comment on 2004. The Premises Standard draft currently requires lifts in all buildings of 2 or more stories. The Property Council of Australia does not want lifts in buildings of two to three storeys to be mandatory.  This would discriminate against people who use wheelchairs, scooters etc as mobility aids as well as discriminate against people you used prams and the elderly.  People with disabilities who used mobility aids who lived in regional and rural communities would also be disadvantaged because buildings in these areas are usually on average only two or three storeys high.

The Property Council of Australia and the building industry have started a scare campaign that the cost to the building industry will be too expensive.  Outrageous and unsubstantiated statements such as "The SCCA, part of the Property Council of Australia, argues the Government has underestimated the cost of the changes by $34 billion, taking the total industry cost closer to $60.1 billion. Much of the extra cost would be borne by shopping centres, which the SCCA says are more likely to be three storeys, not the single-storey model used in the draft. ``In marked contrast to the $42,000 cost estimated (for single-storey buildings), the total cost of upgrading a (three-storey centre) just to meet the proposed Premises Standards is estimated at $7.5 million (including GST),'' the SCCA report says." 

The process has bogged down so we reasonably assume they are having some success undermining the draft Standard. Hence QDN letter: 

http://www.qdn.org.au/news/Draft%20Premises%20Standard%20Advocacy%20v1.3.doc
This letter was well received nationally in the disability sector and QDN encourages members and other organisations to use this letter to voice their objections to any amendments to the Premises Standard by writing to their local councils, State and Federal government members as well as local media.. As yet we do not know if it will win the argument for us.  This letter has been the rallying call for the disability sector's forces.

Top…
Universal Housing

QDN waded into the universal Housing debate again in March with a letter to the Lord Mayor of Brisbane thanking him for his rates rebate initiative and urging more of the same.  An excerpt from the letter is below.

"Dear Lord Mayor

Re: Sustainable Housing

May I congratulate you on the recent initiative by your Council to promote Sustainable Housing.  A $500.00 rates rebate for the first 500 people to build or purchase a dwelling scoring 40 points from the Sustainable Home Checklist (50 points for units) is a good incentive to construct dwellings responsibly.  Sustainable Housing costs no more to build, guarantees savings over the longer term and allows people to remain safely in their homes through the various stages of their lives.  It could well be described as 'humane housing', as it is kind to the environment and kind to people.  

Queenslanders with a Disability Network (QDN) is a Statewide communication network for people who have disabilities of any category.  Several hundred of our members reside in Brisbane.  Any person with a disability may join, and as the population ages our ranks swell.  The current housing stock will in no way satisfy the housing needs of Brisbane's residents 20 years hence.  The most important structure to any human being is that which shelters them.  Our public buildings have long had a minimum level of disability access prescribed in the Building Code of Australia.  Not so for Class 1 and 2 dwellings, houses and units, the most common buildings in the city and the most important to their residents.  Your Council's move to redress this unfortunate situation is heartily appreciated, but it is still relatively small when compared to the scale of the issue.  If as your February 28 press release states, 9,500 new dwellings per annum are constructed in Brisbane, then we witness thousands of lost opportunities to prevent future costly rectifications or loss of homes due to changing life circumstances.  As the saying goes though: 'Despise not the day of small beginnings'.  

Could I urge you to follow up this excellent beginning with further incentives to industry and the public to construct to the SEQROC Sustainable Housing Code?  Creating a public demand for sustainable housing is good, but it must be reinforced and balanced by incentives to industry if it is to fully succeed.  Regrettably, industry's larger players have demonstrated considerable inertia when it comes to innovation and the changing of work practices.  Henry Ford's famous quote: "They can have any colour they like so long as it is black", rings true today in the building industry.  Unless compelled or enticed, the larger companies will be content to maintain the status quo.  Regulation of Social Sustainability is unlikely in the short term in Australia, though it is a reality in parts of North America, Europe and Japan.  Enticement therefore is the short term means to ensure large scale construction of dwellings that meet the needs of the public and the environment.  Without immediate action on Sustainable Housing the nation will find itself frantically racing to convert huge numbers of  inappropriately designed dwellings to the changed needs of the population well after the window of opportunity has closed.  

Congratulations again on a good beginning, and our thanks to your hard working officers who have toiled patiently and with much turning of the other cheek on the Sustainable Housing Code for some years.  The leadership displayed by Council on this issue once again demonstrates your Council's capacity to recognise the inevitable and expedite its occurrence."

Top…
GARD

QDN has been working with a small alliance involving QAI, SUFY, Caxton Legal Service, Qld Carers and QPPD, to address the inadequacies of the current Guardianship and Administration legislation. The alliance is called GARD (Guardianship and Administration Reform Drivers).

It has become apparent that the Guardianship and Administration Tribunal (GAAT) and the Office of the Adult Guardian are making poor decisions about people who come before it. Some of these decisions it would seem are based on miss information, negative stereotypes, and an over reliance on information provided by service providers, who could be seen to be biased in their opinions. 

There is no way to appeal the decision of the GAAT other than by an application to the Supreme Court.  Therefore, a growing tend is emerging of people with disability are having their right to manage their own affairs unjustly removed.

Recently this issue has received attention in the Courier Mail and subsequently a delegation from GARD met with the Attorney General the Hon Rod Wellford to discuss our concerns. The outcome of this meeting was positive and we are now looking at a way of progressing reform. Following is an extract from a recent GARD press release:

“We acknowledge the problems are systemic,” Mr Cocks said.   

“They require a comprehensive review of both the legislation and the operational practices of the office of the Adult Guardian and the Guardianship and Administration Tribunal,” Mr Cocks said.

“The Attorney General gave us a good hearing.  We think he has insight into the issues and expressed his sensitivity to the difficulties experienced by some families under the current arrangements.

“We received an undertaking that the Attorney would work cooperatively with the community sector to ensure that these vital agencies worked appropriately and effectively for Queenslanders and their families. He agreed that the public needed to have confidence in the guardianship regime and gave an assurance that he would consult with the community sector to determine the need and scope for a review of the current legislation and its operation.  He welcomed a detailed written submission to be delivered by GARD in the forthcoming weeks.”

For the full press release or additional information please contact the office.

Top…
Brisbane City Council Wheelchair Accessible Buses

Members have been raising issues of the access ramps on Brisbane City Council buses being unserviceable and of accessible buses book by the Council on arriving. As a result of QDN's advocacy to Brisbane Transport, all new Brisbane City Council buses will have "foolproof" manual ramps as opposed to the current electric ramps.  QDN's statistically verifiable demonstration of failure rate was conclusive. For further information regarding QDN's advocacy on the subject please refer to February eBulletin or go to http://www.qdn.org.au/content/news.html.

Top…
QR Forum

QDN's representative attended the QR DDA Reference Group's planning subcommittee for QR's forum meeting on March 15th, 2005. QR's Forum for people with disabilities is in the planning stages.  The most likely venue will be the Convention Centre at Southbank.  The proposed date is the Friday the second of December -- the day before International Day of the Disabled.

Top…

Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this ebulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.
We would like to hear from you:

Please give feedback on what type of format ebulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 

You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 
Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 

Website	� HYPERLINK "http://www.qdn.org.au" ��www.qdn.org.au�  


Email 		� HYPERLINK "mailto:qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au" ��qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au�








February E-bulletin 2005








Page 
3

