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DSQ’s Response to the Carter Report – Challenging Behaviour and Disability A Targeted Response
Last week the Hon Warren Pitt briefed QDN representatives on DSQ’s response to the release of the Hon Bill Carter’s report investigating the issue of “challenging behaviour”. Download the full report at: http://www.disability.qld.gov.au/key_projects/investing_in_positive_futures/documents/investing-in-positive-futures-full-report.pdf
Whilst at this stage there is little information to analyse DSQ’s planned response to the report, we initially have mixed feelings on how DSQ is planning to address the issues raised in the report. QDN supports the majority of DSQ’s response and welcomes the specialised initiatives and additional support dollars. 
However, we have grave concerns about the plans to legalise the physical and chemical restraint of people with disability who are considered to be a risk to themselves and others. 
Under a proposal to amend the Disability Services Act 2006, a process will be put in place to shield carers or service providers from assault and deprivation of liberty charges, should there be no other alternative than to lock up or chemically restrain the person with disability to protect themselves or others.  We are concerned that this option may be used haphazardly and other options, like training for carers and support workers, additional support funding (including 24 hour/ 7days if deemed necessary), specialised intervention and so on, will be over looked because sedation or home detention are seen as being an easier alternative and more cost effective.
Given DSQ has previously made a number of statements regarding the cost of support to the small number of people who would fall under these proposed changes as being too high for Government to endure, we hope that the proposals are not simply about cutting costs. Surely with the abundant wealth Queensland has earned from a booming mining sector, our Smart State can look further than simply locking up or sedating people with disability. Have we not learned from past mistakes?
We would like to hear from you about your thoughts on this important issue. Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
For more information –
Read DSQ’s response:
http://www.disability.qld.gov.au/key_projects/investing_in_positive_futures/
Read Margaret Wenham’s Courier Mail article:
http://www.news.com.au/couriermail/story/0,23739,21778561-3102,00.html
Top…
Labour Day March 2007 & QDN BBQ

Another great turnout for the Queensland Labour Day march. Thank you to everyone who Marched with QDN. We had a full house for lunch and look forward to next years march.
Top…
'Laughing At The Disabled'
(Some parts of this article are sourced from the Disability Forum).
QDN has had contact from several members who have been outraged and upset by a QUT student’s proposed short film titled “Laughing with the Disabled”. At the centre of the controversy two QUT lectures have been reprimanded for speaking out against the film. 
Not surprisingly QDN is dismayed at QUT’s actions on this matter. Whilst we have not seen the film, we question how this type of film given its subject matter can get past QUT’s ethics committee.
Below are abstracts from two Australian  articles describing the issue.
Additionally, here is link to an article placed on Youtube.com: http://youtube.com/watch?v=cEucGUEQFwA 
We would like to hear about your thoughts on the matter and what action should be taken with QUT.
 
April 11, 2007 
A TIME comes when you have to say: "Enough!", when you can no longer put up with the misanthropic and amoral trash produced under the rubric of postmodernist, post-structuralist thought. The last straw, the defining moment, came for us when we attended a recent PhD confirmation at the Queensland University of Technology, where we teach.
Candidate Michael Noonan's thesis title was Laughing at the Disabled: Creating comedy that Confronts, Offends and Entertains. The thesis abstract explained that "Laughing at the Disabled is an exploration of authorship and exploitation in disability comedy, the culmination of which will be the creation and production (for sale) of a six-part comedy series featuring two intellectually disabled personalities. 
Full article: http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,20867,21534652-12332,00.html 
May 09, 2007
TWO academics who went public with their opposition to a PhD project called Laughing at the Disabled face disciplinary action from their university.
John Hookham and Gary MacLennan, senior lecturers at the Queensland University of Technology, wrote an article in the HES last month saying the PhD project showed the amoral influence of postmodernism within their creative industries faculty. 
QUT stood by the project, complaints against the two critics emerged from the faculty, and they face misconduct charges and possible suspension without pay. 
Kevin Cocks, a Brisbane-based disability activist and another critic of the project, said that once again it was the whistleblowers who were pursued. 
It is understood that the charges arise from an alleged lack of respect in their criticism of the PhD student, Michael Noonan, and his supervisors.  
Full article:
http://theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,20867,21695011-12332,00.html?from=public_rss
Top…
Disabled Justice - The barriers to justice for persons with disability in Queensland. A QAI Forum

Qld Advocacy Inc. (QAI) is holding a forum which will further examine and explore the issues outlined in the recent report ‘Disabled Justice - the barriers to justice for persons with disability in Queensland.’
A panel of speakers representing key stakeholders will respond 
· Prof. Lesley Chenoweth Griffith University 
· Maurie O’Connor Coordinator Community Living Service
· Debbie Kilroy Sisters Inside
· Terry Fisher Criminal Lawyer Fisher Dore Lawyers
· Tony Keyes Executive Director Law and Justice Policy
· Department of the Premier and Cabinet
· Jenny Hardy CEO Legal Aid Qld
· (TBA) Dept of Justice & Attorney-General
· Phillip French CEO Disability Studies & Research Institute
The forum will provide an opportunity for attendees to gain further knowledge of the issues and to discuss reform proposals arising out of the presentations.
 
When: TUESDAY 19 JUNE 2007
The Forum will be followed by the QAI Annual Fund Luncheon.
There are limited places so make sure you book early.
For more information contact QAI on (07) 3236 1122.
QDN may be able to support you to attend this forum. To find out more contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
Woodford Forum

The Woodford Lobby Group is planning to have a forum at the Woodford site with people with disability and interested people. The date is not confirmed, however it will occur within the next couple of months. The aim is to discuss and improve access issues at Woodford Folk Festival.  Please contact Sarah at QDN on 1300 363 783 / sarahh@qdn.org.au if you would like to be involved. 
Top…
Gold Coast Network

The QDN Gold Coast network is currently planning a larger forum on the Gold Coast. A tentative date has been set for the first Saturday in July. The forum will explore what is happening locally, and how we can work together to take action on issues that affect our lives. If you are interested in participating in this forum, could you please register your interest with Sarah at QDN on 1300 363 783 / sarahh@qdn.org.au 
Top…
QR Text Messaging Service - 0405 322 591

SMS assistance for people with disability.
QR has introduced an SMS text messaging service for people with a disability. It was identified that the existing communication options were unsuitable for some people due to the nature of their disability, especially people who are deaf or hearing impaired. Text messaging may help to bridge the gap. For more information, go to: 
http://www.citytrain.com.au/about_your_trip/easy_access/sms/index.asp
Top…
Do You Know File Maker Pro?

We are updating our database system here at QDN. We are looking for someone who is familiar with File Maker Pro computer software. If you know the program and would like to help us out for a few hours in creating a new database, please email or call us at the office.
Top…
Braille Embosser Available to QDN Members

QDN has recently purchased a braille embosser and associated software. The embosser is available for members use and we would welcome anyone who wants to use the embosser.  Some training would be required. To find out more contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au 
Top…
Local ideas to be showcased at Brisbane disability forums 

(From Ministerial Press Release)
People with an interest in disability issues are being invited to share their vision for a better future at the upcoming Shared Visions regional forums for Brisbane.
Disability Services Minister Warren Pitt said the series of Shared Visions regional forums, to be held across Queensland, would allow more people in more places to share their ideas on the future of the disability sector.
He said the regional forums built on the progress made in 2005 and 2006 at the statewide Shared Visions conferences, which enabled government representatives and stakeholders from all areas of the disability community to discuss the sector. 
"The regional forums give locals with an interest in disability issues the chance to share their experiences and work together for a better quality of life for people with a disability," Mr Pitt said.
"We aim to identify strengths and opportunities for the local disability community, and then work towards local solutions for a better future for people with a disability."
The Shared Visions regional forums for Brisbane will be held on Tuesday 14 August 2007 and Tuesday 11 September 2007 at Royal on the Park, Brisbane.
They are expected to attract a broad range of participants including people with a disability, their families and carers, service providers and others involved in the disability community.
Mr Pitt said the outcomes and lessons from each regional forum would be shared statewide through the Shared Visions website and the information used to help plan the program for the next Shared Visions conference in 2008.
"I encourage anyone with an interest or experience in the disability sector to consider attending or making a presentation to this event, as it is one way of sharing your thoughts and ideas with the rest of the state," he said.
People wishing to register their interest in attending one of the Brisbane Shared Visions regional forums, or wanting to submit a presentation proposal for the forums, should contact their nearest DSQ office on 3109 7007 or visit www.disability.qld.gov.au
Top…
AMPARO Advocacy

AMPARO Advocacy is a non-profit community based advocacy organisation that is governed by a voluntary management committee the majority of whom are  people from a non-English speaking background (NESB) who have a disability and family members from a (NESB) who have a disability.  AMPARO Advocacy defends, protects and promotes the rights and interests of vulnerable people from a non-English speaking background who have a disability so that their fundamental needs are met. We provide individual advocacy for people who are under 65 years of age living in the Brisbane area.
In Queensland many people with disability continue to experience social disadvantage and discrimination, and often their most basic human rights and fundamental needs are not being met. People from a NESB who have a disability experience further disadvantage because of language and cultural barriers and without vigorous advocacy continue to be marginalised and isolated. 
AMPARO Advocacy focuses on a small number of state-wide systems advocacy priorities which are informed by the individual advocacy work. The individual advocacy work confirms that people from a NESB who have a disability often do not know what their rights are; they may come from countries where people generally had very few human rights that were protected. They often have no knowledge about services that they or their family member are  eligible for, since few government or non-government services provide information in any languages other than English; nor do they undertake any outreach activities. Our experience has shown, when people are unhappy with the support that they are receiving from an agency, particularly a government agency, even with advocacy they can be quite reluctant to challenge that agency. 
AMPARO Advocacy is working to put together a position paper about what we know is happening for people from a NESB who have a disability in Queensland, and what we believe should happen across government and community to improve the lives of people. Should you have any information that you consider could help to inform this work or if you wish to receive more information about AMPARO Advocacy please contact us. amparo@amparo.org.au or Ph: (07) 33692500
Top…
QDN Writers’ Circle – Ripple Effects

This is an invitation to all QDN's members far and wide who enjoy their writing and making new friends, well now you can come onto the Ripple Effects Home Page and this is the address: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rippleeffects
We can help anyone to learn how to use the egroup if assistance is required.
Come and join your fellow writers. In the near future, we will be able to include other members of the community, but as members of QDN you have the first opportunity to join this happy but busy group of writers and their families to have their voices heard.
We are having a face to face meeting on 23 June at 2pm at the QDN office. There will be a guest speaker to talk about how to write lobbying letters. 
 

Come and join our happy crew.
From Shirley Brumby, The Ripple Effects Coordinator. 
If you are interested in the Circle or to find out the times for the next meeting of the Writers’ and Storytellers’ Circle please contact Sarah on 1300 363 783 or email sarahh@qdn.org.au 
Top…
QDN Member messages:

This is your place to talk to other members of QDN. With over 1000 members of our network, your voice can be heard across Queensland.  Email or call the office on 1300 363 783 if there is something you want to say.
How is the Bus Service in Brisbane?
Here is a message from a QDN member to other members: 
The Transinfo telephone line (13 12 30) has a feedback section for letting the Council know about problems with the buses. I rung Transinfo last week and said ‘operator’ when asked for the first voice prompt. I then asked the operator to put me through to the feedback section. I gave heaps of feedback on the specific bus routes where there was a bus with a broken ramp, or specific bus stops where the buses just don’t stop when we hail them. There is also a feedback form under the ‘contact us’ section of the Transinfo website. I found them great in getting back to me on my concerns. I’d encourage other members to also give feedback – the more we speak out, the sooner things can improve!
 
Telstra Directory Assistance
Another member communicated to us recently that she thinks that the Disability Directory Assistance service from Telstra is not very well known. People who have trouble holding or reading the White Pages, and who can not access the Telstra 1234 number can apply for free directory assistance by calling the Telstra Disability Hotline on 1800 068 424. Upon request, Telstra will send you out an application form to register for this service. Please note however, you do have to be a Telstra customer. 
Top…
QDHC Hot Topics Housing

QDN is presently supporting Qld Disability Housing Coalition (QDHC) undertake an extension of our Hot Topics group on the issue of housing and tenancy rights. The groups will be meeting in Toowoomba, Gold Coast and Gympie. Meeting times are now being organised, so if you are interested please let us know asap.
Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email: qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – Update

(Article from Women with Disabilities Australia - WWDA)
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol was adopted on 13 December 2006 at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, and was opened for signature on 30 March 2007. The Convention is intended as a human rights instrument with an explicit, social development dimension. It adopts a broad categorisation of persons with disabilities and reaffirms that all persons with all types of disabilities must enjoy all human rights and fundamental freedoms. It clarifies and qualifies how all categories of rights apply to persons with disabilities and identifies areas where adaptations have to be made for persons with disabilities to effectively exercise their rights and areas where their rights have been violated, and where protection of rights must be reinforced.
On 30 March 2007, there were 82 signatories to the Convention, 44 signatories to the Optional Protocol, and one ratification (Jamaica) of the Convention, representing the highest number of signatories in history to a UN Convention on its opening day. It is the first comprehensive human rights treaty of the 21st century and is the first human rights convention to be open for signature by regional integration organisations. As of the 23
May, there were 95 signatories to the Convention, 51 signatories to the Optional Protocol, and one ratification of the Convention.
Following the adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Rights and Dignities of Persons with Disabilities (CRPWD) on 13 December 2006, WWDA wrote to the Prime Minister, John Howard, urging the Australian Government to show its leadership and commitment to Human Rights by being one of the early signatory nations to the UN Convention on the Rights and Dignities of Persons with Disabilities.
WWDA congratulates the Australian Government on becoming a signatory to the Convention on March 30, 2007. WWDA is hopeful that the Australian Government will also sign the Conventions Optional Protocol.
Amongst the current signatories to the Optional Protocol are: Belgium, Austria, Brazil, Mexico, Chile, Croatia, Finland, Italy, South Africa, and Germany. The Optional Protocol allows the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to receive and consider communications from or on behalf of individuals or groups of individuals subject to its jurisdiction who claim to be victims of a violation by that State Party of the provisions of the Convention.
A full listing of current signatories to both the Convention and its Optional Protocol can be found at:
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/
The procedures which a country undertakes to sign and ratify any UN Convention are complex. Similarly the content of any convention may not be well known or understood. To this end HREOC is convening a series of forums to give people with disabilities and other interested parties information about this specific convention (see Item 3, below). For example, signing the Convention does not bind a country to enact any of its clauses
although: – ‘it is a means of authentication and expresses the willingness of the signatory state to continue the treaty-making process’ (UN 1999). Ratification, on the other hand, is where a country officially decides that it wants to become a State Party to a convention. This is the ‘essential step needed to make a country a States Party and legally bind it to comply with the provisions of the convention’ (DPI 2006). WWDA congratulates Jamaica for taking this leading role in being the first country to ratify the convention, and looks forward to the Australian Government undertaking the ratification process.
Top…
Playback Theatre performance - “Stories of my Life”

People who experience mental health issues have many stories on their journey. This event is an opportunity to share what is satisfying and meaningful to you? What stops you from living life fully? What enables you? How does being called a consumer affect you?
Share your story or listen to others. Bring your friends, family and allies.
Playback theatre is an improvisational form of theatre. We listen to your stories – stories of happiness and hope, sadness and struggle - and play them back in a respectful way. You can participate as much or as little as you like.
When: Friday 8 June 2007,  10.30am – 2.30pm.  Performance will begin at 11.00am
Where: New Farm Uniting Church Hall , Merthyr Rd New Farm  (Bus number 197, stop number 14)
 (Fully Accessible)
To RSVP by June 5, Lunch provided or for further information contact: Jen or Catherine 38322600 or 0420978835 
Workshop: For those interested a short interactive workshop will be held from 1.30 – 2.30 to discuss participation in non government services (the good, the bad and the ugly) so your key points can be raised at the Queensland Alliance conference.
The Consumer Participation Program, Queensland Alliance, is funded by Disability Services Queensland. 

Top…
Are you a member of QDN yet?

Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? You may even get the e-Bulletin from another source as it is often passed on via other networks. 
If so, then why not take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability it is free to join!
For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
Let Us Known What You Think!

At QDN we are always wanting to improve how we do things. That means we want to hear your thoughts, after all it is your network.
Please let us know how you think QDN has been going. Do you like the e-Bulletin? Do you attend QDN events and find them useful? What are your thoughts?
Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
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Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.
 
We would like to hear from you:
Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 
 
You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 
Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 
 
