November e-Bulletin - our last for 2006. 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from everyone at QDN!
 
In this edition
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· Two Teleconferences on Accessible Taxi’s
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· QDN Writers’ and Storytellers’ Circle
· QDN Maryborough Forum
· QDN’s Social Position Statements
· Are you good at writing funding submissions?
· Advocacy is under threat and needs you support!
· Proposal for national housing plan
· Worklife Alliance Meetings and Yahoo Group
· Welfare Rights Centre Update
· Community Safeguards Coalition
· Are you a member of QDN yet?
· Regional Queensland Public Bus Stop Project
· Let Us Known What You Think!
 
QDN Members Christmas Morning Tea
QDN is holding a Christmas morning tea for members. Come along and celebrate the festive season with fellow members as we draw an end to 2006. Transport assistance is available.
When: Wednesday 6 December
Time: 10am to 12noon
Where: QDN Office Suite 11, 7 O’Connell Tce Bowen Hills
RSVP: Tuesday 5 December 2006 By phoning 1300 363 783, or emailing qdn@qdn.org.au
 
Top…
Individualised Funding Discussion

Earlier this month, QDN’s Quality Project Worker, Louise Lowe, attended a conference in New Zealand which addressed assessment and planning in services. One of the most interesting workshops Louise attended was called "What if I did it myself?", which was about a new IF (Individualised Funding) program in NZ. 
As it happens, the IF Facilitator will be here in Brisbane on the 27th November and has agreed to meet with people who are interested in learning more about this program.
Pip said in a recent email to Louise: "I believe the NZ IF program is very workable, even for a risk averse Government Department.   It is cost neutral in terms of IF Manager’s package compared to them using the provider network."
QDN would therefore like to invite you to attend a get together with Pip Nicholls of Manawanui InCharge, on 27 November from 12.30 until 3 p.m. at the QDN offices, Suite 11, 7 O'Connell Tce Bowen Hills.
QDN will provide a light lunch and some assistance with travel is available.
Please let us know if you are interested in attending. If you are unable to attend, we can make information available to you.
To RSVP contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email: qdn@qdn.org.au
 
Top…
Celebrate International Day of People with disAbility with the Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Disability Network Queensland Steering Committee

 
 

 
10am – 3.30pm   Friday 1st December 2006
Musgrave Park Cultural Centre – 121 Cordelia Street, South Brisbane
 
International day of people with a disability is a worldwide celebration of the abilities, experiences and contribution of people with a disability.
The day provides an opportunity to unite people with a disability, disability and community organisations, businesses, all levels of government and the wider community in promoting the positive message of inclusion.
The Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Disability Network Queensland
Steering Committee will facilitate the day’s events and will present an update on the network.   
 
Individuals, organisations, and government departments are invited to provide a brief presentation in line with the theme of the day.   The day also allows an opportunity for you to provide a small display/information stand of your promotional and advertising literature for people to access.
A BBQ lunch with fresh salad will be provided along with refreshments throughout the day.
We look forward to seeing you all on the day!!
Garry Sloane – Phone: 3552 9013
Email:  garrysloane@lifetec.org.au
Proudly Supported By QDN
 
Top…
Self Managed Services Informal Get Together

QDN is in the planning stages of holding an informal get-together for people with disabilities who are funded by DSQ for personal care support and choose to manage their own funding. QDN is looking for expressions of interest.  The initial meeting will just be an informal discussion which will hopefully lead to a sort of "information pack" for people with disability to access in the future so “we don't keep reinventing the wheel’.
At this stage, QDN is just looking for expressions of interest from people who already manage their own funding. Please contact QDN if you are interested in participating.  For members who do not manage their own funding but may be interested in doing so, please contact QDN if you would be interested in a larger more informational get-together in the future.
Please contact QDN on 1300 363 783. The 1300 number is just the cost of a local call.
 
Top…
Accessibility at Woodford Folk Festival
QDN members are voicing concerns about access at events, art spaces and festivals. QDN members are meeting and emailing to discuss strategies for ensuring appropriate access at Woodford Folk Festival. If you would like to share your experiences at Woodford, or your frustrations at not being able to attend, please contact QDN. Please call or email Network Development Worker Sarah Houbolt on 1300 363 783 or sarahh@qdn.org.au if you are interested in coming to meetings or joining the email discussion group. We are also keen to hear about positive examples of how accessibility in the arts realm has been addressed in other parts of Queensland. 
 
Top…
Two Teleconferences on Accessible Taxi’s
What is the situation like in your town with accessible taxi’s? Are you involved, or do you want to be involved, with campaigns to change numbers of taxi’s available, driver attitudes and other factors relating to taxi use? How is the availability of taxi’s impacting on your life? 
Find out what is happening around the state and how QDN’s Social Position on Getting Around relates to accessible taxis.  
Teleconference Date: Wednesday 13 December
Times: 10am – 11:30am  OR  4:30pm – 6pm
RSVP by: Thursday 7 December
 
If you are interested in connecting with QDN members across the state to talk about accessible taxis, please contact QDN. Please let us know which of the two teleconference time’s suits you best, and what telephone number we can call you on for the conference.  
 
Top…
T-Shirt Slogans

QDN has been inundated with suggestions for t-shirt slogans. Thank you to everyone for putting forward their ideas. We will be producing new t-shirts in the new year so stay tuned for updates of how you can get a QDN t-shirt.
 
Top…
QDN Writers’ and Storytellers’ Circle 
 
We have so much wisdom and talent
Our words must be heard
Coming together as writers
Means our message isn’t blurred
 
We are seeking storytellers of every sort
And especially word connoisseurs
To meet regularly at the QDN port
To steer a creative ship of power words
 
A Writers’ and Storytellers’ Circle means
Sharing through fiction, poems or letters
Commenting on trends if you please
Or transcribing what would make life better
 
Guest speakers we can organise
In publishing, lobbying, and favourite writing styles
Our voice is what we prioritise
And having an audience all the while
 
So if you’d like to be a part
Of our creative circle crew
Email or call QDN quick smart
For an hour monthly we’ll write with you
 
As people with diverse abilities connecting
Tell us your preferred meeting ways and times
And of course the support requirements you’re expecting
So together we can continue these rhymes
 
This group QDN member Shirley Brumby has initiated
Insisting that in Queensland writers make connections
An email group now exists for words to be facilitated
So feel free to link in to contribute your valuable reflections
 
I want to welcome you all to the newly formed writer's circle and I would like to extend a hand out to others who would like to join us, but if you are working,  well then you can still join us on computer. There is no fee to join, but you must have a love for writing.    
To find out more call Sarah at QDN on 1300 363 783.                                          
COME AND JOIN US 
From Shirley Brumby (Coordinator)
 

Top…
QDN Maryborough Forum
QDN has received feedback from members in the Maryborough and Bundaberg areas wanting a QDN forum in this area. We are hoping to hold an event in this area to talk about QDN and to network with others in your area over lunch (provided by QDN). This could be the beginnings of more frequent QDN events in this area.
If you are interested and want to find out more please contact Sarah on 1300 363 783 or email sarahh@qdn.org.au
 

Top…
QDN’s Social Position Statements 
QDN as a network can put forward a voice by, with and for people with disability.  As part of this, QDN needs to be very clear about the place of people with disability in our society and what needs to be happening here in Queensland.
 
Consequently, QDN has ratified the Social Position Statements developed by our members over the past 4 years. The statements cover the areas of Education; Employment, employment alternatives and income security; Getting Around; Housing; Access to information; Recreation, Culture, Spirituality and Sexuality; and Life in The Community.
 
To download a copy of QDN’s Social Position Statements go to http://www.qdn.org.au/content/voice.html
 
Top…
Are you good at writing funding submissions?

Expression of Interest
 
Queenslanders with Disability Network Inc in association with the Steering Committee of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Disability Network, Queensland is seeking a 
NETWORK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT WORKER
 
Casual Part Time (15hrs/wk for 15 weeks ) ~ Flexible Hours
SACS Award - Level 6
 
The Network Development Project Worker will have a key role:
· To submit for funding to engage a network coordinator - a non recurrent position for 2 years to continue the developmental work with the steering committee. 
· Identify a source for funding a state-wide gathering, including a worker to organise the event; and
· Seek recurrent funding to establish the network permanently.
 
INTERESTED TO FIND OUT MORE?
 
Contact Greg Wagner At QDN
Suite 11,7 O ’Connell Tce, Bowen Hills Qld 4006
qdn@qdn.org.au or on 1300 363 783
 
Top…
Advocacy is under threat and needs your support!

The latest Review on Advocacy for people with disability will harm people with disability! It will take from them, (particularly those most unable to speak for themselves) the people who stand beside them and the voices of advocacy organizations.  This is to happen here in Australia from January 1 2007, and only a DELUGE of letters in protest from fair-minded people is likely to stop it.  
Briefly, the situation is this.  Advocacy for people with disabilities is funded by the National Disability Advocacy Program ($12m. for all Australia.) A report was released in October, with three weeks for comment; proposing a number of changes to the current program. Most of the proposed changes have been rejected by advocacy organizations.  The “consultations” following release of the Report were a mockery in which advocacy organizations were told “this is what you’re getting and if you don’t sign the funding contract by mid December, 2006 you will shut your doors on Jan 1st.”
 
We need you help now to take action!
It is a small thing which will mean so much to many people who will not be able to thank you, but who may live safer, happier lives because of your help.
 
For more information contact QDN or
Barbara Page-Hanify (Citizen Advocate since 1987) 
bphanify@bigpond.com
 

Top…
	Proposal for national housing plan 

	Source: Young People in Nursing Homes Alliance
The Human Rights Commissioner has called for a plan to meet the housing needs of the disabled and elderly as the community grows older.

Speaking at a housing forum organised by the Australian Network for Universal Housing Design, Graeme Innes said housing had to be accessed by the entire population, including the disabled and elderly.

More than a quarter of the Australian population in 2050 is projected to be over 65 years old, and Commissioner Innes also referred to research which suggests the disabled are living longer than ever before.

"Extensive modifications to existing homes will need to be undertaken or people will be forced to move involving even greater economic and social cost," Mr Innes said.

Mr Innes added that a national plan had to be devised by the government, the housing industry and the community sector in the next 12 months to address the need for sustainable housing.

Read the Human Rights Commissioner's speech.



 
Top…
Worklife Alliance Meetings and Yahoo Group
 
WorkLife is an alliance of groups and concerned individuals, working together to build community awareness of the inherent unfairness and backwardness of the newly-passed laws. 
We are people with a diverse range of opinions and experiences who come together united in our belief that this new industrial regime is not in the best interests of working people, families, the general community, or the economy. 
 
Worklife meets in Brisbane every 3rd Wednesday of the month. Anyone is welcome to attend. An active email group also exists. If you are interested in contributing to the broad and active egroup discussions, or would like to attend their regular meetings, contact Maggie May. Maggie’s email address is  maggie_may@aapt.net.au
 
You can also find the e-group directly on the web by going to
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/worklife
 
Worklife is organising the following upcoming event: 
The suburban frontline: Your experiences of work or welfare
A WorkLife Alliance community forum:
Featuring:
Sharan Burrow (ACTU President)
Wayne Sanderson (MS Australia)
Josh Keech (Young Workers Advisory Service)
When: Saturday 25th November, 1pm – 3pm
Where: Brook Hotel (Conference Centre), Osborne Road, Mitchelton
(next to Brookside Shopping Centre)
 
Top…
Welfare Rights Centre Update        

Services to Clients Have Changed… for the better
Welfare Rights telephone advice sessions for social security matters will now operate between 9.30 am and 12.30 pm on a Tuesday and 3.00pm and 6.00pm on a Thursday.
If people call outside of these hours their calls will be taken by an admin officer and they can arrange to call back or will arrange for someone to call them at the times noted above.
Clients with disability discrimination matters should be given the WRC admin number where they will be transferred to the solicitor if available or a message taken.
Community legal centre staff and other professionals who want information, but do not need to make a referral, can call anytime to ask advice.
Should you have any questions or feedback for us please contact Gail Middleton.
Contacting WRC Inc
Phone: 3421 2510
1800 358 511 (outside Brisbane only)
Advice Line: 3847 5532
Email: wrcqld@wrcqld.org.au
Mail: PO Box 97 Stones Corner
Web Address: www.wrcqld.org.au
 
Top…
Community Safeguards Coalition
 
The Community Safeguards Coalition is a network of people with disabilities, families, friends, advocates and allies of people with disability in Queensland. The Coalition’s mission is to promote people with disabilities having the opportunity to pursue the same range of lifestyles as other members of the community and to safeguard against policies, practices and legislation that limit or deny these opportunities.   
 
QDN is a member of the Community Safeguards Coalition. 
 
If anyone in our network is interested in participating in the Coalition, including online polls and discussions, please visit: 
 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cscqld/
 

 Top…
Are you a member of QDN yet?

Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? You may even get the e-Bulletin from another source as it is often passed on via other networks. 
If so, then why not take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability it is free to join!
For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
 

Top…
Regional Queensland Public Bus Stop Project

Government legislation requires that all public bus stops will be made accessible by 2022. Click here for more information.
A survey has been developed so that individuals in Regional Queensland can have their say as to which local bus stops they see as a priority to be changed. 
The project is interested in your views if you have one or more of the following disabilities - whether they be short term or long term:
- vision
- hearing
- psychiatric
- physical
- intellectual
- restricted mobility
If you provide care for someone with one of the above disabilities we are also interested in hearing from you.
To fill out the survey go to the project’s website at:
http://www.busstopsqld.com.au
If you would like to find out more about the project, forums will be held in the following locations:
	Location
	When
	Contact

	Mackay, Bowen, Whitsundays/Proserpine       
	13th – 24th Nov
	Wendy Gearside
0419 710 316

	Nth Stradbroke Island
	30th Nov – 2nd Dec
	TBA


(The schedule for regional consultations will be updated as dates are agreed.)
 
Top…
 
Let Us Known What You Think!

At QDN we are always wanting to improve how we do things. That means we want to hear your thoughts, after all it is your network.
Please let us know how you think QDN has been going. Do you like the e-Bulletin? Do you attend QDN events and find them useful? What are your thoughts?
Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
 
 
[image: image1]
Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.
 
We would like to hear from you:
Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 
 
You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 
Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 
 
 
 
 
