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QDN AGM Saturday 21st October
QDN is holding its Annual General Meeting on Saturday 21st October starting at 11am at the QDN office, Suite 7, 11 O’Connell Tce Bowen Hills. Please come along to the AGM and hear what QDN has been up to for the past 12 months, elect the new committee and join us for lunch. If you are interested in a position on the committee contact the office on 1300 363 783. Support with transport to attend is available and please let us know if you require captioning or Auslan.
Top…
QDN Maryborough Forum
QDN has received feedback from members in the Maryborough and Bundaberg areas wanting a QDN forum in this area. We are hoping to hold an event in this area to talk about QDN and to network with others in your area over lunch (provided by QDN). This could be the beginnings of more frequent QDN events in this area.
If you are interested and want to find out more please contact Sarah on 1300 363 783 or email sarahh@qdn.org.au
Top…
 
QDN is Critical of DSQ’s Integrated Living Model
QDN is critical of DSQ’s recently announced initiative to fund congregate accommodation support of young people living in aged care facilities. 
DSQ’s Integrated Living Model has been developed during the initial implementation phase of the Younger People in Residential Aged Care Initiative. The aim of the Integrated Living Model is to establish residential and lifestyle support services that accommodate 10 - 20 people. The model will provide supports to meet the complex healthcare and high support needs of people within the target group. DSQ state that the allocation of funding for the Integrated Living Model will require non-government service providers to establish a blend of accommodation, disability support and appropriate healthcare services using a holistic, person-centred approach. Funding will be provided to organisations with existing land or premises that can be modified to accommodate 10 to 20 people. 
QDN does not be believe that creating of new congregated care is in the interests of people with disability. Using terms like “person centred approach” in a bid to sell what is clearly institutional care is misleading, as a person centred approach is simply not possible in any congregated model. QDN would like to know why the the State Government building new institutions?  
Additionally QDN wonders how such a service will meet the criteria of the new Disability Sector Quality System (DSQS), in particular, standards dealing with individual needs; privacy, dignity and confidentiality; participation and integration; valued status; and protection of legal and human rights and freedom from abuse and neglect.
We would like to hear you views on this issue. Please contact QDN and tell us what you think. Contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
DSA 2006 – A message from the Minister to QDN
By QDN member
A member of QDN attended a morning tea held by state parliamentarian, Julie Attwood, on the 29th of August. The Minister for Communities, Disabilities and Seniors, the Hon Mr Warren Pitt, was guest speaker. QDN sent a delegation to see Mr Pitt to present the QDN’s viewpoint of the then proposed Disability Services Bill earlier this year. At the morning tea on the 29th of August, our QDN member stated that the Minister said he had taken QDN's recommendations on board had made some changes to the Bill prior to it becoming legislation. Mr Pitt asked the QDN member to pass on his thanks to QDN for "their well researched quality input". 
Top…
 
QDN’s Social Position Statements 
QDN as a network can put forward a voice by, with and for people with disability.  As part of this, QDN needs to be very clear about the place of people with disability in our society and what needs to be happening here in Queensland.
 
Consequently, QDN has ratified the Social Position Statements developed by our members over the past 4 years. The statements cover the areas of Education; Employment, employment alternatives and income security; Getting Around; Housing; Access to information; Recreation, Culture, Spirituality and Sexuality; and Life in The Community.
 
To download a copy of QDN’s Social Position Statements go to http://www.qdn.org.au/content/voice.html
 
Top…
 
Are you good at writing funding submissions?

Expression of Interest
 
Queenslanders with Disability Network Inc in association with the Steering Committee of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Disability Network, Queensland is seeking a 
NETWORK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT WORKER
 
Casual Part Time (15hrs/wk for 15 weeks ) ~ Flexible Hours
SACS Award - Level 6
 
The Network Development Project Worker will have a key role:
· To submit for funding to engage a network coordinator - a non recurrent position for 2 years to continue the developmental work with the steering committee. 
· Identify a source for funding a state-wide gathering, including a worker to organise the event; and
· Seek recurrent funding to establish the network permanently.
 
INTERESTED TO FIND OUT MORE?
 
Contact Greg Wagner At QDN
Suite 11,7 O ’Connell Tce, Bowen Hills Qld 4006
qdn@qdn.org.au or on 1300 363 783
 
Top…
 
Quality Project Update 
By Louise Lowe (Quality Project Worker)
 
The past few months have kept me busy travelling around Queensland to speak with people with disabilities who use disability services and supports from State-funded Service Providers.
Aside from those who have been consulted around Brisbane area, I have visited with people in Townsville, Cairns, Rockhampton, Longreach, Roma, St George, Goondiwindi, Toowoomba, Ipswich, and the Sunshine Coast. Greg has also conducted a group discussion around Quality, at a forum in Mackay.
 
The aim of the project is to consult with people with a disability in Queensland to gain an understanding of, and be informed about what it will take to support them to be actively and meaningfully involved in the Disability Sector Quality System.
 
I have met some wonderful people – many of them are members of QDN – who have invited me into their home and given freely of their time. At times, it has been clear that situations with regard to their supports, can be quite stressful, either because they are not receiving the hours that they require in order to have a quality life or because they are experiencing difficulties with their service providers. While many people have great relationships with their service providers, others actually feel threatened by or fearful of them. Of course, where people are in receipt of an Individual funding package, they may have the option (whilst this still may be an inconvenience and where alternative providers are available) of changing their service provider, but where people receive funding through block grants, they can feel ‘trapped’ and are more likely to be humble and not assert themselves if they are not happy with their services.
 
Whilst consultation is still occurring, the findings so far can basically come under 5 main headings. They are as follows:
1. QA is a Service Provider’s thing! Just leave me out of it but give me a good flexible service and let me approach my SP if I have any problems. 

2. Give me more control! I want the responsibility of running my own service and want to be respected for my choices. Tell me about the Quality system so I’m at the same level of understanding as my service provider! 

3. I feel I should be involved, but I just don’t have the energy and don’t want my whole life to evolve around my disability. 

4. I’m upset and angry when I hear you talking about ‘quality services’ I don’t feel as if I am valued as a service user. I am afraid to approach my Service Provider and have felt intimidated in the past, so how will this help? 

5. I don’t feel that the DSQS is the best answer to ensure quality for people with disabilities. We need other avenues and options such as a monitoring process and access to information and support to ensure we are receiving a good service rather than waiting for the audit process to happen. 

 
In the next months, I will be focussing on working with people to find out ways to inform service users about the Quality system and what that means for them, and what it will take to help people with disabilities to participate more in their service delivery. To this end, I am planning a 2-day forum for a targeted number of service users, to brainstorm strategies for service user involvement in the system and generally whatever it may take for them to have more control over their lives and participation within the community. 
 
I am also researching what happens in other states with regards to measuring quality of their services from a service user perspective. 
 
If you are a service user of a State funded service provider, and would like to chat with me about the project, please contact me on 32543869 or you could email me at quality@qdn.org.au and I could email you the questionnaire or contact you by phone.
 
If you have put your name forward and I haven’t yet contacted you yet, please bear with me, as I will be in touch soon or give me a reminder at the above contact number.
 
Top…
QRail DDA Reference Group

QDN's representative attended the QRail DDA Reference Group meeting held on the 8th of August 2006. While QDN's representative is bound by a confidentiality agreement to this group, QDN's representative is happy to report that QRail is committed to impoving access to stations and information for people with disabilities and is doing so. It is public knowledge the new Indooroopilly Station is passed the community consultation stage and is in the planning stage. By approaching your state politician, you may be able to find out how long before your suburban or regional station is scheduled to be made accessible.
Top…
 
Community Safeguards Coalition
 
The Community Safeguards Coalition is a network of people with disabilities, families, friends, advocates and allies of people with disability in Queensland. The Coalition’s mission is to promote people with disabilities having the opportunity to pursue the same range of lifestyles as other members of the community and to safeguard against policies, practices and legislation that limit or deny these opportunities.   
 
QDN is a member of the Community Safeguards Coalition. 
 
If anyone in our network is interested in participating in the Coalition, including online polls and discussions, please visit: 
 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cscqld/
 
The current poll asks: How did you react to the newspaper and TV advertisements by Disability Services Queensland saying how wonderful they are and how big the budget is?
Top…
  
Human Rights Indicators Project
By Melinda Ewin - QAI
Human Rights belong to everyone!  Yet people with disability are more likely to suffer from human rights infringements because other people may not think they apply equally to a person with a disability.  
 
In 2005 Queensland Advocacy Inc began a Human Rights Indicators Project to find out the difference between the lived experience of Queenslanders with disability and the human rights standards that are accepted by the Australian Government from the United Nations (UN) human rights system.  
 
The first stage of the project was to identify all the human rights for people with disability from the varying UN human rights instruments (Declarations, Covenants etc).  From this information were developed “indicators” that identify those factors which will demonstrate that people with disability enjoy a particular human right or fundamental freedom.  The indicators will continue to be a work in progress as new UN instruments come into force but this stage was largely completed in November 2005.
 
The second stage was to develop an Easy English Pictorial Version of the Human Rights Indicators.  This guide was written to raise awareness and educate people about their rights.  QAI hopes it will get people talking about their rights.  The Easy English Version of the Human Rights Indicators will be published for use by the general public as well as being made available on QAI’s website in the near future.
 
The third stage of the project will be putting the indicators to the test!  To do this QAI will need the support of people with disability to contribute their time and provide their life experiences through events QAI will be conducting such as one on one interviews, focus groups and on-line consultations and discussion groups.   Organisations such as QDN have generously offered to coordinate focus groups of people from their membership as well as promoting on-line participation.  QAI will use this information to assess the degree to which participants’ experiences reflect their enjoyment of fundamental human rights and freedoms and write a “snapshot” report.  
 
The final stage of the Human Rights Project will use the work produced from the preceding three stages as a basis for the development and implementation of a national monitoring mechanism in relation to the human rights of people with disability.  
 
The Human Rights Indicators project represents a commitment to making sure human rights are relevant to people with disability in their daily lives.   Queenslanders with disability can really have their say about whether they are enjoying human rights – the first time this has happened anywhere in the world!
Top…

UN agrees on disability treaty text 

Story from BBC NEWS by Geoff Adams-Spink

An international treaty that will give greater rights and freedoms to disabled people around the world has been agreed at the United Nations. This is the first human rights treaty of the 21st Century, and the UN hopes it will mark a significant improvement in the treatment of
disabled people.

Negotiations went past the deadline set by the chairman of the ad-hoc committee, ambassador Don MacKay of New Zealand. Welcoming the agreement, he said "I want to thank colleagues from the disability community for starting off the process and staying with it all along the way."

"As disabled colleagues say, nothing about us without us."

''It [the convention] will force states to develop a different way of thinking about disability issues" he said.

New rights and freedoms

The treaty is expected to be adopted by the UN General Assembly during its next session, which starts in September. Those countries that sign up to it will have to enact laws and other measures to improve disability rights and also agree to get rid of legislation, customs and practices that discriminate against disabled people.

The thinking behind the convention is that welfare and charity should be replaced by new rights and freedoms. Currently only 45 countries have specific legislation that protects
disabled people.

The convention recognises that a change of attitude is vital if disabled people are to achieve equal status - countries that ratify it will be obliged to combat negative stereotypes and prejudices and to promote an awareness of people's abilities and contribution to society.

Countries will also have to guarantee that disabled people will have a
right to life on an equal basis with others. Access to public spaces and buildings as well as transport, information and communications will also have to be improved.

Given the economic, social and cultural differences across the world, it
will be some years before the minimum standards set out in the
convention will be universally applied.

But for campaigners who say that for too long the world's largest
minority has been pushed to the margins of society, it will certainly be
seen as a welcome first step.
 Top…

QAI New Eugenics Seminar 

This all-day seminar is titled "New Eugenics: Socially Responsible Reproduction or Disability Prejudice". It will address the "reclaiming" of the goals of eugenics by some commentators and discuss the history and current expressions of eugenic thinking. 
Date: Wednesday 1st November 2006
Time: Registration from 9.00am / Start 9.30am / Finish 4 pm
Venue: Riverglenn, 70 Kate St, Indooroopilly (Free on-site parking)
Cost: Refer to Registration Below (All meals provided)
RSVP: Space is limited, please RSVP by Friday 20th October 2006.
For more information contact Lyn at QAI on 07 3236 1122 or qai@qai.org.au
http://www.qai.org.au/content/online_library_documents.cfm?ID=27#195
 Top…
 
Accessible Telecommunications Workshop

NovitaTech will be running a one-day Accessible Telecommunications Workshop in Perth and Brisbane in October and November, respectively.  These workshops will showcase NovitaTech's progressive research in the area of accessible telecommunications and will feature many practical solutions and 'hands-on' demonstrations for using a telephone.
 
Thursday 16th November 2006, 10am – 4:30pm. 
Conference Room, The Cerebral Palsy League of Queensland 
Cost: $25
For more info go to http://www.qdn.org.au/content/news.html
Top…
 
Are you a member of QDN yet?

Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? You may even get the e-Bulletin from another source as it is often passed on via other networks. 
If so, then why not take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability it is free to join!
For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
 
 
Regional Queensland Public Bus Stop Project

Government legislation requires that all public bus stops will be made accessible by 2022. Click here for more information.
A survey has been developed so that individuals in Regional Queensland can have their say as to which local bus stops they see as a priority to be changed. 
The project is interested in your views if you have one or more of the following disabilities - whether they be short term or long term:
- vision
- hearing
- psychiatric
- physical
- intellectual
- restricted mobility
If you provide care for someone with one of the above disabilities we are also interested in hearing from you.
To fill out the survey go to the project’s website at:
http://www.busstopsqld.com.au
If you would like to find out more about the project, forums will be held in the following locations:
	Location
	When
	Contact

	Toowoomba 
	13th - 16th Sept
	Saskia Smith
0428 912 924

	                     School holidays  25th Sept – 6th Oct

	Bundaberg, Hervey Bay & Maryborough
	9th  – 14th Oct
	Lionel Evans
4150 7065 (w)

	Warwick
	19th – 21th Oct 
	Jeff Murray and Saskia Smith
0428 912 924

	Mackay, Bowen, Whitsundays/Proserpine       
	13th – 24th Nov
	Wendy Gearside
0419 710 316

	Nth Stradbroke Island
	30th Nov – 2nd Dec
	TBA


(The schedule for regional consultations will be updated as dates are agreed.)
 
Top…
 
Backbone's 2high Festival

 
Backbone’s 2HIGH FESTIVAL is a FREE, all ages, multi art form event held in Brisbane.  The Festival will run from September 22nd to the 23rd in and around the Queensland Performing Arts Centre (QPAC) at South Brisbane from 6pm. 
 
As a platform for young and emerging artists in their field, this years 2HIGH FESTIVAL will showcasing everything from jewellery design, new media artists, bands, contemporary dance and - for the first time in 2HIGH’s thirteen year history - regional Queensland artists in their field will be showcasing their work with thanks to Arts Queensland. 
 
Ultimately - the Festival celebrates the creative achievements of young people in Queensland! 
 
WORKSHOP PROGRAM
Get ready to try a new skill and meet some new people in your community. This years approach and selection of 2HIGH workshops included finding out what young people, the community and its supportive organisations wanted from and in a workshop. The 2HIGH FESTIVAL has it covered – a selection of FREE workshops, ranging from Rap & Rhyme Creation, Drama, Creative Writing, African Drumming and Hip Hop/Street Dance - jump in, learn some new skills and ‘Fly Free!’ 
 
For further information, please contact Helen Godfrey at Backbone Youth Arts on (07) 3210 2666 or helen@backbone.org.au.
 
Designing for an Accessible Web - Workshops
Vision Australia is partnering with respected usability and accessibility expert Dey Alexander to offer a unique Writing for the Web Workshop in Brisbane on 18th October 2006. 
 
Dey is co-convenor of the Web Accessibility Network of Australian Universities and is a regular presenter on useable and accessible web writing to the education, corporate and government sectors. 
 
Focussing on excellent content writing, this practical workshop complements the Vision Australia Web Accessibility Workshops. http://www.visionaustralia.org.au/ais/webworkshops/
 
Course outline: http://www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?page=685
Registration details: http://www.visionaustralia.org.au/info.aspx?page=1039
 
Top…
 
Building Supportive Communities Grants Program 

Applications for the 2007 Grants Program now open.
The Building Supportive Communities Grants program works to strengthen the capacity of local communities to welcome and include people with a disability in everyday life. Grants of up to $5,000 are available to support local activities, while grants of up to $15,000 are available to activities that target a number of communities or have a statewide focus. 
Closing date for applications by Friday 29 September 2006. 
Applications and info at http://www.disability.qld.gov.au/community_involv/building_supportive/
Top…
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Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.
 
We would like to hear from you:
Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 
 
You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 
Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 
 
 
 
 
