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E-bulletin – Short Edition

Qld Disability Services Bill – The Minister has made amendments, but he has not gone far enough.

QDN received a letter from the Minister for Disability Services outlining 3 amendments that are to be made to the Disability Services Bill 2005 before it is passed through Parliament.

These amendments are:

· Amendments to the Service Delivery Principles to encourage the development of innovative and flexible services. 
· Clauses dealing with complaints made by people with disability will be given a section of its own. 
· A clearer definition of who is considered a volunteer under the criminal history screening section.  

The Bill was debated in Parliament on Thursday and we understand that the Bill is likely to be passed in the sitting 28-30 March. 

QDN warmly welcomes the Minister’s amendments.

However, we still believe that there are several other serious issues with the Bill. We will not support the Bill until our concerns are addressed.
In particular we want to see:

· The retention S25 of the Disability Services Act 1992, which allows people with disability the right to apply directly for funding. 
· A choice for people with disability to have workers screened. 
· Removal of clauses that weaken the human rights section. 
· Allowing people with disability access to the Review and Appeals Section. 

Over the past month QDN has met with several members of the Qld Parliament to lobby for the changes outlined in our position paper. One outcome of this was to obtain a better picture of what Parliamentarians views are in relation to people with disability. What QDN learnt was quite alarming for people with disability. Following are the common themes that were portrayed across many meeting with parliamentarians from all parties:

· People with a disability should not have choices about the types of services they receive. 

· People with disability and the families of people with disability are ripping off the individualised funding system. 
· We were told on one occasion that people just have to put up with what they get. 

· We were told by one MP that consultation is about having your say not getting your way. 
· Most people with disability cannot make decisions for themselves. 
· Group forms of support is the way of the future. 
· People with disability need to live together if they want to receive support. 
· People’s rights are secondary to Government budget constraints. 
There is still time to lobby for changes in the Bill and we need you to talk to your local Member of Parliament. 

Especially if your local Member of Parliament is one of the Parliamentarians sitting on the Ministers advisory committee:

· Mrs Julie ATTWOOD member for MOUNT OMMANEY 
· Mrs Desley SCOTT member for WOODRIDGE 
· Mr Ronan LEE member for INDOOROOPILLY 
· Mr Kerry SHINE member for TOOWOOMBA NORTH 
· Mrs Christine SMITH member for BURLEIGH 
· Mr Gary FENLON member for GREENSLOPES 
· Hon Jim FOURAS member for ASHGROVE 
· Mr Paul HOOLIHAN member for KEPPEL 
· Mrs Carryn SULLIVAN member for PUMICESTONE 
· Ms Peta-Kaye CROFT member for BROADWATER 
QDN will support you to meet with your local member.  If you need support with transport of advice please don’t hesitate to call. Our lobby kit is on our website: www.qdn.org.au
If you need more copies of the lobby kit or position paper, we can post them out to you. Or if you require assistance with postage, please contact the QDN office on 1300 363 783 or at qdn@qdn.org.au 


Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.

We would like to hear from you:

Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 

You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 

Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 

Website	� HYPERLINK "http://www.qdn.org.au" ��www.qdn.org.au�  
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