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Short e-Bulletin – June 2007 
 
Rally to Support the Whistleblowers of Laughing at the Disabled
QDN has had contact from several members who have been outraged and upset by a QUT student’s proposed short film titled “Laughing with the Disabled”. At the centre of the controversy two QUT lectures have been reprimanded for speaking out against the film. 
 
Queensland University of Technology students have organised a rally in support of Dr Gary MacLennan and Dr John Hookham, the two senior lecturers who objected to the PhD thesis documentary called Laughing at the Disabled. 
 
The documentary features two intellectually impaired men who are set up in situations to be laughed at.  As we mentioned in our last e-bulletin, the two lecturers who objected to the project were facing misconduct charges, and they were recently suspended without pay.
 
QDN supports the rally, and we encourage our members to attend.
 
When: Tomorrow, 13 June 3.00 PM
Where: Out the front of U Block, Gardens Point Campus, QUT
 
Additionally, below are links to short documentaries placed on Youtube.com: http://youtube.com/watch?v=cEucGUEQFwA 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xql7w3xPC8Q&mode=related&search
 
Read the front page article from today’s Courier Mail:
http://www.news.com.au/couriermail/story/0,23739,21888873-3102,00.html
 
Below are abstracts from two Australian  articles describing the issue.
April 11, 2007 
A TIME comes when you have to say: "Enough!", when you can no longer put up with the misanthropic and amoral trash produced under the rubric of postmodernist, post-structuralist thought. The last straw, the defining moment, came for us when we attended a recent PhD confirmation at the Queensland University of Technology, where we teach.
Candidate Michael Noonan's thesis title was Laughing at the Disabled: Creating comedy that Confronts, Offends and Entertains. The thesis abstract explained that "Laughing at the Disabled is an exploration of authorship and exploitation in disability comedy, the culmination of which will be the creation and production (for sale) of a six-part comedy series featuring two intellectually disabled personalities. 
Full article: http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,20867,21534652-12332,00.html 
May 09, 2007
TWO academics who went public with their opposition to a PhD project called Laughing at the Disabled face disciplinary action from their university.
John Hookham and Gary MacLennan, senior lecturers at the Queensland University of Technology, wrote an article in the HES last month saying the PhD project showed the amoral influence of postmodernism within their creative industries faculty. 
QUT stood by the project, complaints against the two critics emerged from the faculty, and they face misconduct charges and possible suspension without pay. 
Kevin Cocks, a Brisbane-based disability activist and another critic of the project, said that once again it was the whistleblowers who were pursued. 
It is understood that the charges arise from an alleged lack of respect in their criticism of the PhD student, Michael Noonan, and his supervisors.  
Full article:
http://theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,20867,21695011-12332,00.html?from=public_rss
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Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.
 
We would like to hear from you:
Please give feedback on what type of format e-Bulletins you prefer to receive? 
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit. 
 
You can find more information about QDN on our website www.qdn.org.au 
Our email address is qdnbrisbane@qdn.org.au 
 
 
