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Media Release 

Wednesday 8 June 2005

Continued commitment, with surplus disappointment.
The voice for people with a disability in Queensland, Queenslanders with Disability Network Inc. (QDN), is encouraged by the Beattie Government’s continued commitment to increasing funding for people with a disability.
“It is good to see that the agenda of addressing a great short fall in funding for people with a disability to live valued lives in the community has again been given prominence in this budget.” said QDN’s President Bill Garsden today.
“However, it is disappointing to see the huge surplus in this budget given a small part of which could make an incredible difference to many people with disability living in substandard, sometimes abusive conditions with no support.” Mr Garsden went on to say.

“With Queensland being one of the lowest spending states on support funding for people with disability, there is no excuse to run such a large budget surplus, whist offering a modest increase in expenditure for people with disability.”
Additionally, QDN states that it is important that the money committed to supporting people with disability is used well.

“ We are fearful that the forecast for the quality of support for people with disability is bleak”. Mr Garsden said. “If the recent Have Your Say consultation documentation is anything to go by, we could be heading backwards, to a more institutional and segregated form of support for people with disability.” 

“I think all Queenslanders would want to question if this way of thinking is a wise and fair use of the state’s resources.”  
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