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Media Release 

Tuesday 29 November 2005
Queenslanders with Disability 
call the National Party Senators to 
cross the floor on Welfare to Work 
The voice for people with a disability in Queensland, Queenslanders with Disability Network Inc. (QDN), has today called for Queensland Senators Joyce and Boswell to cross the floor on Welfare to Work legislation. 
QDN has also written to Premier Beattie and The Hon Warren Pitt, Minster for Disability Services, to raise a motion in the Queensland Parliament calling on the Queensland National Party Senators to cross the floor.

QDN’s action follows yesterdays tabling of the Senate Community Affairs Legislation Committee’s report on the Employment and Workplace Relations Legislation Amendment (Welfare to Work and Other Measures) Bill 2005. 
“We believe that this report falls well short of what is required to fix this legislation. We want the Bill to be thrown out and then we want to be consulted about what the real issues are facing people with disability looking for work.” said QDN’s President John MacPherson today. 
QDN believes that the Howard Government’s Welfare Reform will make many people with disability more vulnerable to further financial hardship and poverty.
“People with disability want to work and pay tax, not be forced to into poverty via reductions to income”.

“This will mean cuts in payment of $46 per week for people with disability as well as a high marginal tax rate of up to 75%. We see no financial rewards of work in this policy, only poverty.” Mr MacPherson went on to say.
“Welfare reform for people with disability should improve and give incentive for their participation in the workforce, not give a narrow focus on limiting access to payments to save the government money.” 

“The changes will not only dissolve any incentive for people with disability to work, they may also force some people with disability out of their employment, as they will lose income and benefits that enable them to participate in the first place.” Mr MacPherson said in reference to the proposed changes to the eligibility criteria for the DSP. 

“This means that the present cut off criteria for the DSP will be slashed from 30 hours to 15 hours per week. Hence restricting access to the DSP and associated benefits to many people with disability, and for most it is their only means  of income.

“Furthermore, the proposed legislation does nothing to address or even acknowledge the inaccessibility of workplaces and public transport, discrimination against people with disability in the workforce, the decline of employment of people with disability in the public sector and the insufficient funding for personal support to enable people to look for and undertake work. It is apparent that little is being done now to address these barriers, let alone introducing another.” 

“Our only hope left is for Senator Joyce or Boswell to cross the floor on this Bill. Consequently, we have written to the Senators asking for their understanding on this matter.”
“We have also written to Mr Beattie and Mr Pitt, requesting a motion in the Queensland Parliament calling on the Queensland Senators Joyce and Boswell to cross the floor on this draconian and unjust legislation.” Mr MacPherson said. 
“This action could be strengthened through the additional acknowledgement of the International Day of People with disAbility, being Saturday 3 December, and forge a strong commitment to people with disability who face this radical reform.”
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