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President’s Report

Greetings to all members

We are just outside of two weeks away from the AGM, time certainly goes quickly.

Please bear in mind that nominations for positions on the Management Committee close two weeks prior to the AGM, so you are almost out of time!  As the AGM is on Saturday 7 November, two weeks prior would be Saturday 24 October (given that no one will be at the office on Saturday, we would need to receive nominations on or before Friday 23 October.).

Also, I would encourage you to contribute in our theme – Social Inclusion: What it Means to You!  Any pieces of writing, art work, pictures or stories are most welcome.

Finally, it is almost the end of this term of my role as President, it has been an event filled year and one that I have enjoyed.  It has been an honour to serve this term as President, and I will certainly be looking to renominate for another term.  Thank you to members, staff and management committee for your efforts this year, I look forward to another great year in 2010.
King Regards
Anthony Baguley
President

QDN
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Date Claimer – QDN’s Annual General Meeting
It’s that time of year and QDN’s AGM is happening.

At QDN, the AGM is a chance for members to connect, reflect, have input into their organisation, and to elect members to the Management Committee to guide and govern. 
The AGM is also a bit of a party and catch-up, so let us know if you’re attending and put this date in your diary.
Date:

Saturday, 7 November

When:
10:30am to 2:00pm with lunch provided

Where:
Merthyr Uniting Church – Community Centre
52 Merthyr Road

New Farm
Those of you who have attended the AGM for the last couple of years will notice that the venue has changed. This is because the Deaf Society has moved and no longer has a large room available for hire.

All other AGM documents are enclosed with this e-Bulletin.
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Arrangements to Attend
QDN has limited funding to bring regional members to Brisbane for the AGM – so we cannot guarantee that we will be able to assist all who wish to attend.

If you would like to be at the AGM, please let Julie know by calling 3252 8566 or e-mailing julieg@qdn.org.au and she will work with you.
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Theme for the 2009 AGM – Social Inclusion: What it Means to Me

Like all good parties, this year’s QDN AGM has a theme – “Social Inclusion: What it means to me”. Social inclusion has been a bit of a buzz word around QDN this year. Some of the ways in which QDN has focussed on social inclusion include:

· The presentation QDN gave at the “Shared Visions” conference in April

· Actively participating in developing the Blue Skies scenario and promoting it 

· Including social inclusion objectives in our strategic planning as a means through which to express what people with disability want for their lives

To help bring the theme alive and make it a feature of this year’s AGM, QDN wants you to get involved.

You can do this by:

· Writing a paragraph or short-story on what social inclusion means to you

· Take a photo that depicts how you understand social inclusion 

· Draw a picture creatively expressing social inclusion

Once you have created your example of what Social Inclusion means to you, e-mail an electronic copy of it to the QDN office at qdn@qdn.org.au . If you need to send a hard copy, you can post it to:

Queenslanders with Disability Network Inc

Suite 11, 7 O’Connell Terrace

BOWEN HILLS QLD 4006

Your creative expression of what Social Inclusion means to you will be used in the 2008-2009 Annual Report or as an artistic installation at this year’s AGM on Saturday 7 November. 
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Continuing to be a member of QDN

As QDN does not require members to submit a yearly membership form, it is useful to, occasionally, check with members as to whether they are happy to remain members of the organisation or whether they wish to withdraw.

Because forms and paperwork can be difficult for some people, we’re making it easier.

If you wish to join or continue your membership of QDN’s membership and stay on the mailing list, please complete this form (also attached as a single page):

I,                                                                                                                      .

(your name)
Address:
                                                                                                  .


                                                                                                  .



                                                                                                  .
Telephone:
                                                                                                   .
E-mail:
                                                                                                   .
Wish to join QDN / renew my membership of QDN 
Tick the box that applies to you

I wish to remain a member/ join / re-affirm membership
Ordinary Membership of QDN 

(



Associate Membership of QDN

(



Corporate Membership of QDN

(



Junior Membership of QDN

(
I wish to withdraw from 

Ordinary Membership of QDN 

(



Associate Membership of QDN

(



Corporate Membership of QDN
$35
(



Junior Membership of QDN

(
Signature:                                                                                                        .

Please e-mail (qdn@qdn.org.au) or post the form back to QDN. 

Suite 11, 7 O’Connell Terrace

Bowen Hills QLD 4006
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Brisbane Based Local Area Network 
QDN is a member-driven Network where people with disability have their say on issues that impact on their lives. The Network currently has Local Area Networks in Cairns and on the Gold Coast and the Women’s Network in Brisbane. Although a number of people on the Management Committee are from Brisbane, and QDN’s office is located in Brisbane, there is no Local Area Network in Brisbane.
For this reason, QDN is inviting members who live in Brisbane to come together to talk about what a Brisbane Local Area Network could look like.
To do this, QDN invites all Brisbane members to join together for:

What:
Morning tea and informal discussion on establishing a QDN Brisbane Local Area Network 
When:
Wednesday, 11 November 2009
10am to 11.30am

Where:
QDN Office
Suite 11

7 O’Connell Terrace,
Bowen Hills

RSVP: 
Monday 9th November on 32528566 or email Saira Champion on ndw@qdn.org.au or Julie Granger on julieg@qdn.org.au 
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Networking - QDN Members Representing People with Disability 

David Swift recently attended 2 Health Consumers Queensland workshops and wrote these reports for QDN members:
1. Quality and consumer health care workshop

On 4 September, I attended an intensive one day workshop that reviewed the Quality Framework and its key principles such as being patient-centred, information driven, promoting safety for health consumers, and access and equity for all consumers of the health care system.    

A diversity of views and experiences from a wide variety of people and community groups filled the room.  We had a chance to comment on the quality framework presented.  A recent development is the Australasian Charter of Healthcare Rights, that asserts the rights of patients including: access to health care, safety, a right to safe and high quality care, and respect.  This was discussed in some depth as well as the challenge to communicate with and educate health consumers.   

Part of the charter includes giving feedback which is similar to the Disability Sector Quality System. It is a clear sign that we are moving towards a healthcare system that is quality driven.
This workshop provided an opportunity to promote third party auditing with consumer input. This is a similar role to that of an Audit Trained Service User.  Conversations were had about online surveys for consumer satisfaction, sample groups of health service consumers as well as elements of the quality strategy and framework.
The role of advocacy, guardianship and the central role of family in a patient care, as well as the need to have health care services be inclusive and culturally appropriate were also discussed. The overarching theme was that patient experiences’ and voices need to inform continuous improvement.  

2. Quality, Advocacy and health care 

On Friday 18 September, Health Consumers Queensland brought together a diverse range people from advocacy, disability rights, mental health and aged care as well as representatives from the Australian Medical Association and General Practitioners to discuss ways of defining advocacy.
As the various conversations progressed,  it was clear that no single definition of advocacy would gain consensus, rather, a framework for advocacy and the advancement of rights and protection of people with disabilities and other vulnerable groups within the health system should be the focus of commitment to further developments in health care systems.  This conservation focused on the relationships between medical staff, patients, families and advocates.   

What does this mean for us as consumers?  It may mean that in the future we might be able to take our advocates to health consultations and have them present for discussions or making critical decisions on our health and healthcare.  It may also mean that health policy and services develop a culture of respect for consumer rights, that is built into policies and services.    

This sets the scene for the promotion of health rights for consumers of health services funded by Queensland Health. It provides a role for advocates in promoting, protecting and defending the rights and needs as people with disability who access health services.  
My final comment, as someone who has been involved in advocacy, is I think it was one of the best advocacy development days that has happened for some time. This is the sort of dialogue that I believe will build on an understanding of advocacy and its role in the health care of vulnerable people and has a lot to offer in meeting the needs and rights of people with disabilities such as ourselves, members of QDN. 

 Top…
QDN and Playback Celebrate Human Rights Day

CELEBRATION OF INCLUSION

“HUMAN RIGHTS AND YOU”

We all want a home, friends and something to do and to be treated with respect.  Brisbane Playback Theatre invites you to share your stories about living in your community. Belonging? Not belonging?  We invite all stories about our everyday lives.

Story tent from 5.00PM: 


Storytellers will share their stories. 

Speakers and discussion from 6.00PM: 
What do Human Rights Means to You?!?
Light Supper from 6:00PM

GALA PLAYBACK THEATRE PERFORMANCE 7.30-9.00PM. 

Playback is an improvised form of theatre where people share stories from their life and the actors and musician play them back. 

When: 
December 10 International Human Rights Day
Where:
Merthyr Uniting Church Hall,

52 Merthyr Rd

NEW FARM 4005

COST $15/12   SPONSORED TICKETS AVAILABLE 

Auslan Interpreters will be present.
CONTACT JEN BARRKMAN  0405110955  jen@redthreadstories.com.au

For information on Playback www.brisbaneplayback.com.au

This event is being organised by Brisbane Playback Theatre with support from Leadership and Development Team, Queensland Alliance, Queenslanders with Disability Network Inc and Red Thread Stories.

(Made possible by funding from Department of Communities, Disability Services) 
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Queensland Alliance Seeks Consumer Input
Mental Health Review Tribunal – Focus Group –  Invitation

If you have been within the last 18 months or are currently:

· under an Involuntary Treatment Order or Forensic Order and have either
· experienced a Mental Health Review Tribunal hearing or
· are familiar with the paperwork the Mental Health Review Tribunal sends out prior to hearings

The Mental Health Review Tribunal invites you to attend a focus group to:

· provide feedback on the “blue form” (the Patient Report to the Mental Health
Review Tribunal form)
· provide feedback on other letters they have sent you
· discuss ideas to help people access information about the Tribunal

The Tribunal seeks to create more “user friendly”, less wordy letters and documents.
When: 
Thursday 5 November 2009, 10 am to 12 noon

Where: 
The Queensland Alliance Conference Room

Level 6, 67 St Pauls Terrace

Spring Hill

If this sounds like you and you want to attend:
Please contact Catherine, Rachael or Jen in the Leadership and Development

Team at the Queensland Alliance on 3832 2600 or catherine@qldalliance.org.au
You will be paid for your time via a Store Voucher to the value of $68.50 –

these vouchers will be given out at the end of the focus group.

Morning tea will also be provided

Maximum of 10 participants – please book quickly
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Queensland Rail Forum

Queensland Rail is holding a Disability Access Forum on Thursday 26 November at Skilled Park Stadium, Robina on the Gold Coast.

If you have a disability, know someone with a disability or work in the sector, QR invites you to participate in their annual Disability Access Forum. There will be the opportunity to share your ideas in small group discussions and find out how QR is making access easier onboard trains and at stations.

Places are strictly limited and QR ask that you register your interest in attending before Friday 13 November 2009. Telephone: 07 3235 1516 fax 07 3233 3669 email: crg@qr.com.au post: Manager – Community Relations, QR Passenger, GPO Box 1429 Brisbane 4001. Success applicants will be contracted prior to the event. For further information on QR services and disability access please visit www.qr.com.au. 
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Access Arts Open Day
Access Arts Inc is holding an open day in November. 

There will be fun for all. 

Here are just some of the things on offer:

Performances by:


Barry Charles


Steve Sparrow


Fun with Drums


Simone Pitot and Mathew Colin


Songs from Breakaway 

Also featured will be:

Visual Arts activities for all ages


Jewellery-making Workshops

Brisbane’s Outside Artists Exhibition

When:
Saturday, 28 November – from 2pm to 8pm
Where:
Brisbane Powerhouse


Labyrinth and Stores Rehearsal Rooms



119 Lamington St



New Farm
For further Information or to RSVP please contact Access Arts Inc on (07) 3358 6200

www.accessarts.org.au  Email: info@accessarts.org.au 
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About the e-Bulletin
QDN produces at least 10 e-Bulletins per year. As Network Coordinator, part of my role is to write these to keep you informed about the work of QDN. Usually the President writes a short note of welcome and Saira Champion, QDN’s Network Development Worker, writes an article but the rest is from me.

As this is ‘your’ e-Bulletin, QDN would like members to have input too. So, if you have something that would interest other members, e-mail me, Fran Vicary, Network Coordinator at coordinator@qdn.org.au. 

Please note: there will be no e-Bulletin in November as I (Fran) will be on holidays.
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Network Development Worker 

Hello Everyone

A big welcome to our new members!

The last few months has seen a spurt in membership. Most of our new members have come from word of mouth, via current members or staff and through networking. It is very satisfying to see an increasing number of people recognising the value of belonging to an organisation that actively lobbies for positive change in the lives of people with disability. This strengthens the views of QDN as coming its members and not just the organisation.
Local Area Networks
Just a reminder of dates for the up and coming group meetings.

The Gold Coast group will meet on 28 November at the Southport Library. This is different venue to the usual. A notice will go out shortly. 
The Cairns Network meeting will be held on Tuesday 10 November commencing 11.30am at the Mental Health Resource Centre. Our thanks to the Centre for allowing us to use their venue.

Proposed Brisbane Group
On a few occasion since I started in May I have been asked why we don’t have a local Brisbane group. Given many of our members reside in Brisbane, it is certainly an obvious progression for QDN and warrants exploring by our Brisbane members.

So on Wednesday 11 November starting at 10.30am (10am arrival), QDN is hosting a morning tea for its Brisbane members to talk though this proposal.

This gathering will be informal and designed to brainstorm ideas which will help determine whether a Brisbane group is viable. There is no doubt that there are enough issues within Brisbane that cause concern for people with disability, however the crucial factor will be whether there is interest from Brisbane members to be involved. 

Women’s Network December Lunch

The next Women’s Network lunch will be Wednesday 9 December so block this day out in your diary. More details on the guest speaker will be provided shortly. 

Well race fever has started, so I will end here by wishing everyone good luck with the Melbourne in a couple weeks. Whether you are a serious punter or, like me, splash out on the sweeps, may you have a win and if don’t just remember it’s all good fun.

Until next month

Saira Champion

Network Development Worker

Phone: 1300 363 783; mobile: 0488 770 363

Email: ndw@qdn.org.au
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QDN’s Blog
QDN launched the QDN blog at www.qdn-news.blogspot.com in March. QDN will also use this blog as a way to inform members, and the other people, of the work of the network and issues of importance to Queenslanders with disability. 

Check it out and start commenting.

(Remember: If you want people to see your name, and know who you are, you will need to include it in your comment.)
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Membership of QDN

Are you a member of QDN yet?

Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? Or do you get the e-Bulletin from someone else and want to receive it directly. 

If so, then take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability or family member it is free to join!

For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
Keep Your QDN Contact Details Current

Whenever you change your email address or phone number, please remember to get in touch with the office and let us know. Also feel free to let us know if you’d like to receive your e-Bulletin in a different format.
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Feedback  

Let Us Know What You Think!

At QDN we are always wanting to improve how we do things. That means we want to hear your thoughts, after all it is your network.

Please feel free to let the staff – Fran, Saira and Julie – and Management Committee know:

· How you think QDN has been going?

· What you think of the e-Bulletin? 

· What would you like to see included? 
· Have your say about what you would like to read and hear about. 

· If you attend QDN events, do you find them useful? 
· What are your thoughts in general?
If you would like to put an article in the e-Bulletin you can contact QDN and discuss this.

Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
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Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network Inc[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
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