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Flood Information and Other Help
As Brisbane is facing a major flood crisis, people with disability need to prepare for this crisis. I am producing this special e-Bulletin with some tips and other useful information.
 
The QDN office is closed and will stay closed until the flooding is over.
 
Top…
 
Emergency Numbers and Assistance
If you live in Brisbane and think you might be affected by flooding, you should contact emergency services to organise assistance.
The main emergency number is - 1300 993 191.
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Getting Help
If you require assistance, try to stay calm and think of creative ways of getting help. Some suggestions are:
·        Ask a neighbour or friend to assist
·        Keep in touch with family and friends
·        Ask any support staff, who might not have family or children, to stay at your place
· Try to find ways of offering assistance in return. For example, you might have dry clothes, a higher house or food you can share
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Preparing for floods
Things you can do to prepare for flooding.
·        Gather an emergency kit:
o   emergency phone numbers
o   portable radio
o   torch
o   spare batteries
o   first aid kit
o   medications you may require
o   strong plastic bags for clothing and valuables
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When you hear a flood warning
·        Listen to your local radio station for severe storm advice and warnings,
·        Plan to move vehicles, outdoor equipment, garbage, chemicals and poisons to higher locations
·        Plan which indoor items you will raise or empty if water threatens your home (e.g. freezers and refrigerators)
·        Check your emergency kit and safeguard your pets.
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What to do if you need to evacuate
·        Pack warm clothing, essential medications, valuables, personal papers, mobile phone, photos and mementos in waterproof bags to be taken with your emergency kit
·        If you can, raise furniture, clothing and valuables on to beds, tables and into roof spaces
·        Turn off power, water and gas before you leave
·        If you can, put sandbags in the toilet bowl and over all laundry/bathroom drain holes to prevent sewage back-flow
·        Lock your home and follow the instructions of those assisting your area
·        Don’t walk into deep water unless assisted by emergency services personnel
· Don’t drive power wheelchairs through deep or strong flowing water
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What do you do if you stay or on your return
·        Listen to your local radio station for official Advices and Warnings
·        Avoid entering floodwaters. If you must, wear solid shoes and check depth and current with a stick
·        Stay away from drains, culverts and water over knee-deep
·        Don’t use gas or electrical appliances which have been in flood water until they have been checked for safety
·        Don’t eat food which has been in flood waters
· Boil tap water until supplies have been declared safe
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After the crisis has past
If your home or personal belongings have been affected by this crisis and you require assistance, you will need to contact the Red Cross. This organisation helps coordinate emergency relief.
You can contact Red Cross by
 
Writing to
Humanity Place
49 Park Rd
Milton QLD 4064
(PO Box 1822, Milton QLD 4064)
 
Emailing
qldredcross@redcross.org.au
 
Telephoning
1300 554 419 (Qld only)
 
Faxing
07 3367 7444
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Further information
QDN will inform people of other information on recovering and post disaster assistance in the coming weeks.
Remember:
Take Care     Stay Save      Be Calm
 
Fran Vicary
Manager
Queenslanders with Disability Network Inc
manager@qdn.org.au
Mobile:           0408 720 099
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Feedback 

Let Us Know What You Think!
At QDN we always want to improve how we do things. That means we want to hear your thoughts, after all it is your network.
If you would like to put an article in the e-Bulletin you can contact QDN and discuss this.
Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
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About QDN
QDN has been established, as a network of, for, and with people with disability, for over ten years. The network regularly brings members together to network and develop positions on issues that affect their lives. From such gatherings, and through input from Local Area Networks, the members determine the focus of the network and activities undertaken.
QDN is funded by the Queensland Department of Communities Disability and Community Care Services.
 
Please note: the opinions of individuals and other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily held by Queenslanders with Disability Network Inc.
 
 
Regards
 

Fran
 
People with Disability connecting for collective and affirmative action.
-----------------------------------------------
Fran Vicary
Manager
Queenslanders with Disability Network
Telephone  |  07 3252 8566
Mobile | 0408 720 099
E-mail  | manager@qdn.org.au
 

Mission - People with disability connecting for collective and affirmative action
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