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QDN Submission concerning Restrictive Practice Legislation
As reported in November’s eBulletin, QDN was asked to participate in a consultation concerning draft legislation which will amend the Disability Services Act 2006 and the Guardianship and Administration Act 2000, with the aim of legalising practices of restraining and containing people with disability.
QDN is fundamentally opposed to this legislation in its current draft form. Consequently, QDN has developed a formal response to the draft legislation which was submitted to DSQ in December 2007.
You can now download a copy of the QDN submission at www.qdn.org.au or we can post you a copy by calling QDN on 1300 363 783
We will keep you posted of further developments on this important issue as they come to hand.
 
 
Top…
QDN Sunshine Coast
We are looking for fresh faces and fresh ideas to kick off 2008 with a bang!! So if you are a member, but know of others who aren’t, please introduce them to the wonderful world of QDN where people are respected and have a voice which is listened to and valued.
The Sunshine Coast chapter of QDN was officially established in late 2005, and had a number of social networking events in 2006. During 2007 we had a number of core group members leave the area and others had family and personal commitments take precedent. In 2008 we hope to re-invigorate the networking events.
But we need your help… because QDN members are the network, we want to hear from you on what worked, what didn’t work, and what you would like to see happen/planned for future networking, gatherings, and celebrations.
Please send your feedback and suggestions to:
Lisa Lehmann: misthang@bigbond.net.au
Or post to: Reply Paid suite 11, 7 O’Connell Terrace, Bowen Hills, Q 4006
And attention it to Sunshine Coast Local Area Contact.
 
Top…
Ripple Effects Writers Group – February Meeting
Ripple Effects is a group of like minded people, who share a passion for writing and to lobby for the rights of people with a disability in the community. We endeavour to meet together bi-monthly to share our thoughts and writing, while chatting via phone and e-mail as friends between our get-togethers. For members who have difficulties physically attending, teleconferencing is available. 
 Late last year as a group, we began setting ourselves writing challengers to work on between each meeting. In 2008 we are looking for fresh ideas for both social activities and in our meetings at QDN.
 On the 23rd February we will be meeting between 2pm and 5pm, at the QDN premises, (Suite 11, 7 O’Connell Tce, Bowen Hills), to discuss our goals and hopefully attempt to set a rough schedule of possible activities for the year.
 We warmly welcome new members and would particularly welcome new members at our first meeting, so they too can have their input into the planning process.
We will begin with a chat over afternoon tea, and at 4pm pizza will be arriving to cater for those who are travelling some distance home. If you would like to attend could you please e-mail Debbie Chilton at deb_chilton@yahoo.com  so I can send you a rough agenda for our meeting, but most importantly order you pizza.
 
Top…
Individualised Funding
Do you have control over your own supports funding? Or if you are a service provider, do you know something of this or know of people with disabilities who do manage their own funds? If so, QDN would be interested in sharing ideas about this, and glean from your skills and knowledge, information that would help us in developing a submission for funding to develop a ‘how to’ manual for people with a disability who are in the position to and would like to manage their own personal supports funding. Please email Louise at ozlowe@optusnet.com.au (and thanks in anticipation for an early response to this request!!)
 
 Top…
Taxi Problems? QDN wants to hear from you.
QDN has been contacted by several of our members who have had difficulties accessing a taxis and problems using the new QT Taxi Subsidy Card. We are starting to compile examples from our members so that we can take these issues up with Qld Transport.
If you have had an issue with accessing a taxis or problem using the new QT Taxi Subsidy Card, we want to hear from you. Contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
 Top…
 
Review of the Disability Standards for Accessible Public Transport – Draft Report
Last year QDN submitted our thoughts about the progress and success of Disability Standards for Accessible Public Transport. We have been informed that the Draft Review Report is now available for public comment on the review website: http://www.ddatransportreview.com.au.
The consultants undertaking the review, Allen Consulting Group, are now seeking written comments from stakeholders on the Draft Report. Comments can be sent to the review team up to 5pm, Monday 31 March 2008. Further details on this process are available from the review website.
 
 
Top…
QR Employment Opportunity - DDA Community Engagement Coordinator
QR is seeking a highly motivated person with a strong sense of social justice. You will need to have a passion for working with communities and a keen awareness of accessible public transport issues to fill the position of Disability Discrimination Act Community Engagement Coordinator.
The successful candidate will have:
• Skills and experience in developing and implementing community engagement initiatives.
• Extensive skill, knowledge and experience in understanding and responding to the needs of people with disabilities.
• Demonstrated skills and experience in planning and delivering community focused projects.
• Practical experience in communicating and consulting with people with a disability and community organisations.
• Experience in creating and delivering presentations to staff and community groups.
To learn more about this QR career opportunity, visit the website: www.qr.com.au/careers
or call Lien Tran on 07 3235 5744
Top…
 
HREOC Listening Tour – February 2008
The new HREOC Sex Discrimination Commissioner is particularly keen to ensure that issues for women with disabilities are included in the listening tour she is conducting over the next few months, recognising of course that half of people with disability are women and 20% of women have a disability.
Details of events and invitations are being posted at http://www.humanrights.gov.au/listeningtour/index.html
 
 
Top…
The Rudd Government has sought stakeholder views on the rights of persons with disabilities – Media Statement
The Rudd Government has invited over 200 non-government organisations and industry representatives to participate in a consultation on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
“The Convention is a valuable international instrument aimed at eliminating discrimination against people with disability,” Attorney-General Robert McClelland said.
“The purpose of the Convention is to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal
enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all people with disability, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity.”
“This consultation will assist the government to make an informed decision on what steps would be required to make Australian Laws and practices consistent with the Convention.”
The consultation is also opened to people with disability and the broader community with the launch of the consultation website.
Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities and Children’s Services, Bill Shorten, also expressed his commitment to the consultation process.
“We are keen to continue working with the disability sector to help build opportunities for Australians with disabilities,” Mr Shorten said.
“Australia was among the first to sign the Convention when it was opened for signature on 30 March 2007.”
For more information on the consultation and the Convention, visit the consultation website at: www.ag.gov.au/disabilityconvention.
 
Note: QDN has been invited to be involved in this discussion. Please let us know if you are interested in being involved in some way. Contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
 
Top…
 
Are you a member of QDN yet?
Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? You may even get the e-Bulletin from another source as it is often passed on via other networks.
If so, then why not take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability it is free to join!
For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
 
Let Us Known What You Think!
At QDN we are always wanting to improve how we do things. That means we want to hear your thoughts, after all it is your network.
Please let us know how you think QDN has been going. Do you like the e-Bulletin? Do you attend QDN events and find them useful? What are your thoughts?
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about.  Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit.
Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
 
Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.
 
 
 
 
