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Planning QDN Campaign: Labour Day March 2008  

QDN will again be marching in the Labour Day march this year, and we are looking for members to help us plan our campaign, as well as to march on the day.
 
If you have a couple of hours spare to help us create new signs for our marchers please call the office on 3252 8566 and let us know.  We hope to get a small group of volunteers together in mid April. 
The march will be on Monday May 5th, and we are planning a BBQ back at the office afterwards. We will send out more detail closer to the time.
 
Top…
Update on ‘Restrictive Practices’ Legislation

 
At the end of 2007 QDN made a detailed submission about planned legislation to legalise and regulate the use of ‘restrictive practices’ against some people with disability by service providers. As a result of this submission, QDN President (Coordinator??) Amanda Tink and consultant Julian Porter (ex-QAI) were  invited to a DSQ briefing on changes that had been made to the draft legislation in the past three months.
 
We were encouraged to see that many of our criticisms had been addressed by the drafters. This I not always the case in legislative reform processes, where often very little is changed after ‘consultation’ with the community. Whether the changes are enough to remove our doubts about the legislation was hard to gauge as we were only allowed to briefly view the papers.
 
One thing we were particularly pleased about was the removal of a distinction between different types or levels of mechanical restraint and physical restraint. In the new draft all types of mechanical and physical restraint will be considered just as serious and will be placed in ‘Tier 2’ which means only a guardian appointed by the Guardianship Tribunal can authorise such practices. Such decision’s to authorise restrictive practices will also be reviewable by the Guardianship Tribunal.
 
Elsewhere there appears to have been attempts to increase the rights of families and advocates to be involved in the process of ‘assessment’ and ‘planning’ in relation to person’s who it is thought may require restrictive practices in their lives. The possibility of ‘emergency’ orders lasting up to three months without a proper assessment and planning process has been replaced with a short-cut process in urgent cases. The draft also includes a lot more detail as to what must be included in a ‘positive behavior support plan’ for a person. This may help to ensure that those carrying out the plans receive more comprehensive direction.
 
On the down-side DSQ still refuses to limit the scope of the legislation to people with ‘challenging behaviours’, however defined, who were the stated target group in the original report by Mr Bill Carter. QDN’s concerns as to the lack of proper evidence necessary before imposing such harsh penalties and the lack of systems to ensure natural justice to people have gone unheeded. Conversely the immunity provisions which protect service providers and workers remain too broad and are not matched with offence provisions if the system is abused. Despite some fine-tuning it still seems possible to avoid the entire process by simply relying upon provision allowing the locking of doors and windows in certain circumstances.
 
Overall QDN remains convinced that the legislation as drafted will create a far greater regime than is necessary or was imagined by Mr Carter when he proposed it. DSQ may tinker around the edges some more before the bill is introduced to parliament and QDN will remain involved to try and minimize the harm. It does seem likely that the legislation will be passed in time for a July 1, 2008 commencement. The key message must remain that this legislation is no substitute for proper funding of services and accommodation designed so that the need for ‘restrictive practices’ is minimised.
Top…
Low Cost Computers for Centrelink Customers

 
All Centrelink concession card holders are eligible to purchase a professionally refurbished and internet ready personal computer for $250 plus delivery.
 
The computer is a Pentium 4 with Windows XP Pro and Office XP, and free telephone technical support is also available.
 
This offer is a joint partnership between Centrelink and WorkVentures and you can contact either of them for more information.
 
Centrelink: 13 2717
WorkVentures: 1800 112 205
Top…
QDN Sunshine Coast

We are looking for fresh faces and fresh ideas to kick off 2008 with a bang!! So if you are a member, but know of others who aren’t, please introduce them to the wonderful world of QDN where people are respected and have a voice which is listened to and valued.
The Sunshine Coast chapter of QDN was officially established in late 2005, and had a number of social networking events in 2006. During 2007 we had a number of core group members leave the area and others had family and personal commitments take precedent. In 2008 we hope to re-invigorate the networking events.
But we need your help… because QDN members are the network, we want to hear from you on what worked, what didn’t work, and what you would like to see happen/planned for future networking, gatherings, and celebrations.
Please send your feedback and suggestions to:
Lisa Lehmann: misthang@bigbond.net.au
Or post to: Reply Paid suite 11, 7 O’Connell Terrace, Bowen Hills, Q 4006
And attention it to Sunshine Coast Local Area Contact.
 Top…
Taxi Problems? QDN wants to hear from you.
QDN has been contacted by several of our members who have had difficulties accessing a taxis and problems using the new QT Taxi Subsidy Card. We are starting to compile examples from our members so that we can take these issues up with Qld Transport.
If you have had an issue with accessing a taxis or problem using the new QT Taxi Subsidy Card, we want to hear from you. Contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
 Top…
Poem by QDN Member

 
The following poem was written by QDN member Alan Parsons, inspired by the federal government apology to the stolen generation on February 13 this year.  Alan is a member of the Aboriginal and Tores Strait Islander Disability Network of Queensland, supported by QDN.      
 
We Need To Grow Together As One
       Past deeds were done
       injustice was master
       battles fought, battles won
       pain and anguish came faster
       witout repreive
       for those opressed
       for those denied
       for those who were taken away
 
       families were grieving
       for their daughters and sons
       simply not believing
       it could happen to anyone
       to all our people
Who were being opressed
Who were being denied
Who were being stolen away
 
You c an talk about mediation
You can talk about reconciliation
Yo can talk about compensation
What we need from our nation
Is a realisation
That we need to grow
Together as one
 
‘cause history is changing
With a realisation
Past wrongs are emerging
Aas our maturing nation
Is apologising to those
Who were opressed
Who were denied
Who were stolen away
 
So if we join our hands
Together as one
Many people from many lands
Brothers and sisters, everyone
United in spirit
Never more opressed
Never more denied
Never, never taken away
 
You can talk about mediation
You can talk about reconciliation
You can talk about compensation
What we have in our nation
Is the realisation
That we can all grow
Together as one
 
Top…
 
Are you a member of QDN yet?
Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? You may even get the e-Bulletin from another source as it is often passed on via other networks.
If so, then why not take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability it is free to join!
For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
 
Keep Your QDN Contact Details Current
Whenever you change your email address or phone number, please remember to get in touch with the office and let us know.  Also feel free to let us know if you’d like to receive your e-bulletin in a different format.
 
Let Us Know What You Think!
At QDN we are always wanting to improve how we do things. That means we want to hear your thoughts, after all it is your network.
Please let us know how you think QDN has been going. Do you like the e-Bulletin? Do you attend QDN events and find them useful? What are your thoughts?
Have your say about what you’d like read and hear about. 
Please feel free to contact QDN if you have an article you would like to submit.
Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
Top…
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Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--
Amanda Tink
Acting Network Coordinator
Queenslanders with Disability Network
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