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President’s Report
Dear Members,
Wow, how time flies when you are having fun!
The latest buzz around town has been the Shared Visions Regional Forums! I have heard some very positive comments and feedback, which is pleasing. Now we need to see whether this positivity turns into action! Thank you to all QDN members and Regional Facilitators who attended and contributed to these forums.
The time is fast approaching where members have a direct input to QDN – the AGM. This year, the AGM will be held on Saturday 23 October. As always, we are calling for nominations to join the Management Committee. Being a member of the committee is a very important role, if you feel that you have the required skills, and can commit to attending committee meetings, I encourage you to nominate for a position on the committee. Please remember that it is important to nominate by the closing date as there may not be a need to take nominations from the floor on the day. Please speak to the office staff if you are unsure of what commitments and responsibilities are involved.
As an addition to the AGM, we are holding a workshop to re-visit our core values, mission etc, this will follow the formal AGM. QDN has been around for some time, and things change, so it is important that our values are in alignment with current needs and situations within the sector. This will be a great opportunity, and I think we will have some very productive discussions!
Finally, it is with a little sadness that I inform members that I will not be standing for the position of president for the coming year. Whilst I have enjoyed being in the role, I have needed to consider my own personal circumstances, and also that of QDN. I am currently working full time, and am not able to commit the time necessary to perform the role of president effectively. I do thank you all for your support over the past two years, and I will still be around (and a member of the committee), at least until next year.
I will leave it there for now, and I wish all those involved in school holidays a most enjoyable time (think of me, working away whilst you are at the movies, or on the beach)! 
Take care
Anthony Baguley – President
 Top…
Blues Skies wins Disability Action Week Award
On Tuesday 7 September the Blue Skies team was awarded the Minister’s Excellence Award at the Disability Action Week Awards in Brisbane. The is a great acknowledgement of the hard work of Fran Vicary, from QDN, and allies from the disability sector and other areas, in creating this powerful and inspiring vision for the future.
 Top…
 
Translink Travel Access Pass
When Translink, the authority responsible for public transport in South East Queensland, announced that it was phasing out paper tickets, many people with disabilities were concerned that they would be excluded from using public transport because the Go Card system is inaccessible. The Go Cards that replace paper tickets can be difficult or impossible for people with physical, sensory or intellectual disabilities. Go Cards can be difficult to use, and some people with disability find the technology hard to understand. QDN and other disability groups met with officials from Translink, Queensland Rail and the Brisbane City Council to raise these concerns and find a solution.
As a result, Translink have introduced the Travel Access Pass that provides people with disability, who are unable to ‘touch on’ or ‘touch off’ the Go Card readers provided on buses, ferries and at train stations, an alternate way to legally use public transport.
The Travel Access Pass has the person’s photo and name printed on the front and must be carried at all times when using Translink services. The cost of the Travel Access Pass is $60 for 6 months and provides unlimited travel on the Translink network (excluding Airtrain).
To get a Travel Access Pass, you need to:
· Get an application form from Translink
· Fill in the details about your disability and how it prevents you from using a Go Card
· Get a health care professional (doctor, psychologist, physiotherapist or occupational therapist) to complete the declaration section that verifies you cannot use a Go Card
· Send the form to Translink with payment and a passport photo with your name and the health care professional’s signature on the back
For more information about Go Cards and the Travel Access Pass visit the Translink Website (www.translink.com.au) or call Translink on:
Phone – 13 12 30
TTY and modem – 13 36 77
Direct TTY – (07) 3369 3377
Speech to relay service – 1300 555 727
 Top…
QDN Supports QAI’s Wasted Lives Campaign
QDN declares public support for QAI’s campaign to end the institutionalisation of people with disability in Baillie Henderson Hospital in Toowoomba.
Read the following; be out-raged; contact QAI to sign up to register your out-rage at the proposed ware-housing of people with a single diagnosis of disability in mental health service units!
“Queensland Advocacy Incorporated (QAI) is seeking support for people with intellectual disability who are residents of the mental health facility, Baillie Henderson Hospital (BHH) in Toowoomba.  Queensland Health has developed and commenced implementing a draft closure plan for Browne House and has extended this to Morris Mouatt Unit at BHH. The proposal is to transfer approximately 36 residents with a single diagnosis of intellectual disability into mental health service units at BHH.
To date people with a disability residing at BHH have been subject to the indignity of institutional living for too long. They are some of the forgotten people whose lives are played out through the legacy of antiquated institutional buildings and practices. This is of great concern as the potential for these people to move to community living will be lost and they will inappropriately placed in facilities for people with psychosocial disability. This is highly inappropriate and returns to the policies predating the 1960s.
QAI has developed a position paper and seeking support for its call for a moratorium on this transfer so that a personalised planning process for each person can be developed and implemented for the people involved.”
For more information, contact:
Julie Hearnden
Queensland Advocacy Inc
E-mail:           julie.hearnden@qai.org.au
Post:               Queensland Advocacy Incorporated
PO BOX 3302
SOUTH BRISBANE BC, QLD 4101
 Top…
Shared Visions Regional Forums
The Shared Visions Regional Forums are now being held in many centres across Queensland.
The main purpose for the Shared Visions Regional Forums is to gain community input into the 10 Year Plan, so it is important that people with disability are present at these forums and have input into the decisions that will impact of their lives and those to come.
Here is a list of Shared Visions Regional Forums and the venues that have been finalised. Details on how the register, and other information, is below.
 
Date                                                Location              Venue
 
Thursday 23 September             Longreach           Longreach Civic and Cultural Centre
                                                                                       96A Eagle Street, Longreach
 
Friday 24 September                   Mt Isa                    The Carpentaria Buffalo Club
                                                                                       Cnr Grace and Simpson Street, Mount Isa
 
Tuesday 28 September               Caboolture          Centenary Lakes Function Centre,
                                                                                       16 Stringfellow Rd, Caboolture
                                                                                       (via Riverview Street.)
 
Friday 8 October                           Townsville           Mercure Inn
(Date Change)                                                            Woolcock Street, Townsville
 
Tuesday 12 October                     Weipa                   The Weipa Golf Club,
                                                                                       1 Tom Morrison Drive, Weipa.
 
QDN advises members who wish to attend that they need to register and indicate the support that required for them to participate with Disability and Community Care Services.
You can register in a number of different ways, including:
· Online at http://www.disability.qld.gov.au/community/shared-visions/forum-2010/register/register.asp
· By e-mail or fax, after downloading and completing the registration form from http://www.disability.qld.gov.au/community/shared-visions/forum-2010/online-registration.html and submitting it by:
· E-mail: sharedvisions@disability.qld.gov.au
· Fax: (07) 3405 6730
· By Telephone, call 1800 461 602* or 1800 010 222 (TTY) to register.
QDN staff: Byron Albury, Network Facilitator with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Disability Network of Queensland; Saira Champion, QDN’s Network Facilitator; and I, Fran Vicary, QDN’s Manager will be attending some of the forums and we look forward to catching up with members across the state.
Please contact the QDN Office if you want to know which Shared Visions Regional Forums we will be attending.
Top…
Cairns Ageing-in-Place project
Architect Wim van den Herik is involved in a project that aims to incorporate all the principles of Universal Housing in an accessible town plan to assist residents to remain at home while they age. Wim says the site is in a perfect location for people to down size into an appropriate residential environment which in turn is directly and easily accessible to the wider community and will allow the elderly to more readily partake in greater inclusive community activity and lifestyle.
This project has obvious benefits for people with disabilities and so QDN is watching with interest. If you would like more information about Aging in Place, you can contact Wim on (07) 4041 1740 or email wim@herik.com.au.
Top…
 
Annual General Meeting & Values Workshop
QDN will be holding its Annual General Meeting
When:                        Saturday 23 October
                        10:00am                                -           Arrive at venue
10:30am to 11:30 am         -           AGM
                        11:30 am to 11:50am         –          Morning tea
                        11:50am to 1:30pm            –          Workshop (see below)
                        1:30pm to 2:15pm              –          Light lunch
                        2:15pm to 3:30pm              –          Workshop (see below)
                        3:30pm                                  –          Close
Where:           at the meeting rooms of
Spinal Injuries Association
109 Logan Road
WOOLLOONGABBA QLD 4102.
You’re invited to join us to:
·         Find out what QDN’s been doing in the last 12 months;
·         Vote for the Management Committee members;
·         Discuss QDN’s values and what the organisation means to members; and
·         Share ideas and experiences.
 Top…
QDN’s AGM Workshop – Revisiting QDN’S Values, Mission & Objectives
After QDN’s AGM, on Saturday 23 October, you are invited to participate in a workshop for members to Review QDN’s Values, Mission and Objectives. This will:
· Ensure QDN is true to the people who make up its membership;
· Check that the Values, Mission and Objectives of QDN are as relevant and important to people with disability as they were 10 year ago (when they were developed);
· Clarify that QDN does what it says it does; and
·         Develop ideas for taking the Values, Mission and Objectives of QDN forward into the next decade of QDN.
The workshop will be held in the same venue as the AGM.
Please RVSP to Julie or Saira by calling 3252 8566 or e-mailing julieg@qdn.org.au or facilitator@qdn.org.au and they will work with you to arrange transport, support and interpreters if you require them.
 Top…
Arrangements
QDN has limited funding to bring regional members to Brisbane for the AGM – so we cannot guarantee that we will be able to assist all who want to attend.
If you would like to be at the AGM, please let Julie know by calling 3252 8566 or e-mailing julieg@qdn.org.au and she will work with you.
 Top…
From the Networks
Gold Coast Local Area Network
The Gold Coast Local Area Network have been focusing on a few issues. Firstly several members represented QDN in the consultation on the Gold Coast City Council’s Management Plan that will drive the Council’s Disability Action Plan. Great to see QDN having input!
I reported in my last message that the group were lobbying for the accessible toilets in the Southport Library to be unlocked. After the request was declined by the library, letters were sent to the CEO of the Council.  I am pleased to report that this approach has been successful and the toilets will now be unlocked. A good outcome for everyone!
You might recall late last year the Gold Coast Local Area Network had same major concerns with the local taxi company following several unfortunate incidents involving members. Lobbying resulted in the company inviting the group to be involved in their driver training.  However, since then the person who invited the group to participate has now departed and there have now been more incidents involving taxi drivers and people with disabilities. It would appear that we are back to ‘square one’. It is important that communication be re-established with Gold Coast Taxis.
If unsuccessful, Local Area Network members may take it to the next level and write to Queensland Transport regarding the current situation with Gold Coast Taxis.
The next meeting will be Saturday 9th October at the Nerang Library.
Top…
Cairns Local Area Network
The Cairns Local Area Network have also had a focus on taxis. Chris Simmons and Peter Lucas from the Black & White Taxis spoke to the group. This talk was informative and well received by members present at the meeting. From what I am hearing, when it comes to grievances with taxi drivers the message is “know your rights”.
The Cairns Local Area Network are developing a register of accessible public meeting places.  This is ongoing until the end of the year. It will be good to see what they come up with.
There next meeting will be Tuesday 21 September. This will be a belated celebration of Disability Action Week and will be a sausage sizzle in the park on The Esplanade just up from McDonalds.  Look for the QDN Banner.
Top…
QDN Seeks Skilled Volunteers
QDN is a member driven organisation that is passionate about people with disability having input into policies, social movements and processes that impact on their lives.
QDN is run by people with disability, for people with disability and is seeking support from volunteers who have financial management or legal skills.
If social justice and human rights for people with disability excite you, why not volunteer some of your time to support QDN?
For more information contact Fran Vicary, Manager on 3252 8566 or email manager@qdn.org.au.
 Top…
Network Facilitator’s Report
Hello everyone
The school holidays are upon us which means we will soon be entering the last quarter of 2010. How quickly has this year flown! Whether this is a good thing or a bad thing probably depends on your age, but I know that walking through David Jones at the end of August to find Christmas decorations on sale already is almost forcing the year’s premature end! For goodness sake, time is flying fast enough without forcing us to think of Christmas four months before the event!
 
Regional Facilitators
Firstly thank you to those RFs who have represented QDN at the Shared Visions Regional Forums.
We have a new person on the block – a big welcome to Pam Spelling who is replacing Colin Mackereth as our Townville Regional Facilitator representative. We have just organised emails for our RFs. I will be emailing these out to members shortly.
Other Bits and Pieces
Shared Visions – I have attended two Shared Visions Regional Forums, one in Brisbane and the other in Cairns. As most of you will know, these forums are focused on workshopping through the Disability and Community Care Services’ 10 Year Plan. This has been a great opportunity for people to provide feedback on the draft plan and comment on aspects that may not be covered. I should also say how wonderful it was to see a number of QDN members attending the Cairns Regional Forum.
Disability Website – While we were in Cairns, Fran and I hosted a QDN members’ workshop which examined the content and aesthetics of a disability website. Thank you to those who came and provided such great input. The next Brisbane Local Area Network and Women’s Network have also workshopped the content of a disability website.
Restrictive Practices – I recently attended a forum at the Parliamentary Annex on restrictive practices which was hosted by QAI. There were some very powerful messages to be taken from this gathering and it left no doubt in my mind as to the inappropriateness of using them when other, more positive, solutions can be implemented. We heard some sad stories that eventually had happy endings; but what about the stories where there is no end in sight?
Until next time
Saira Champion
Network Facilitator
Phone: 07 3252 8566 / Mobile: 0488 770 363
Local Call:     1300 363 783
Email:             ndw@qdn.org.au 
Top…
Update from the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Disability Network of Queensland
Since the last edition of the e-bulletin the Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Disability Network of Queensland has been busy raising its profile. Also, the Network has steadily been increasing its membership and we now have approximately 30 members. Welcome to all of our new members. The Network now has our three female members. Two are from the Sunshine Coast and the other is from Brisbane Metro. Whilst this is good, we really need to continue to increase the involvement of Indigenous women.
Our monthly newsletter is creating some interest with Network members wishing to start writing articles to go in to it.
In August I attended the first meeting of the First People’s Disability Network (Australia) in Sydney, and some staff training in Townsville with National Disability Services (Qld) back in August.
A number of members have attended the Shared Visions Regional Forums around the State.
Congratulations to Peter Barnes, who received two Disability Action Week awards for his tireless efforts in educating the community of Central Queensland and raising awareness of issues that affect Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people with disabilities.
On Wednesday 22nd September Fran Vicary and I are visiting the community of Cherbourg. Hopefully we will be able recruit local people with disabilities who are interested in becoming members of the Network.
For further information please contact me on (07) 3252 8566 or 1300 363 783
or e-mail atsidnq@qdn.org.au  
Byron Albury
Network Facilitator
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Disability Network of Queensland
Top…
Brisbane City Council’s Equal Employment Opportunity
Looking for a job? You might want to check-out the Brisbane City Council as they have an equal employment opportunity policy. This means they would like their workforce to include people with disability.
To register for job updates or other information go to http://employment.brisbane.qld.gov.au and register to receive updates.
From this page, you can also put your name and skills in the Brisbane City Council’s ‘Talent Pool’ and they might contact you if you match a job that comes up.
 Top…
About the e-Bulletin
QDN produces at least 10 e-Bulletins per year. As Manager, part of my role is to write these e-Bulletins to keep you informed about the work of QDN. Usually the President writes a short note of welcome and Saira Champion, QDN’s Network Development Worker, writes an article but the rest is from me.
As this is ‘your’ e-Bulletin, QDN would like members to have input too. So, if you have something that would interest other members, e-mail me, Fran Vicary, Manager at manager@qdn.org.au.
 Top…
Membership of QDN
Are you a member of QDN yet?
Do you receive QDN’s e-Bulletin but are not yet a member of QDN? Or do you get the e-Bulletin from someone else and want to receive it directly?
If so, then take the time to become a member of QDN. If you are a person with disability or family member it is free to join!
For more information go to the QDN website at www.qdn.org.au and follow the links to membership, or contact QDN on 1300 363 783, or email us at qdn@qdn.org.au
 
Keep Your QDN Contact Details Current
Whenever you change your email address or phone number, please remember to get in touch with the office and let us know. Also, feel free to let us know if you’d like to receive your e-Bulletin in a different format.
 
 Top…
 
Feedback 
Let Us Know What You Think!
At QDN we always want to improve how we do things. That means we want to hear your thoughts, after all it is your network.
If you would like to put an article in the e-Bulletin you can contact QDN and discuss this.
Contact QDN on 1300 363 783 or email qdn@qdn.org.au
 
Top…
 
Please note: the opinions of other organisations expressed in this e-Bulletin are not necessarily those held by Queenslanders with Disability Network Inc
 
 
 
Regards
 

Fran
 
People with Disability connecting for collective and affirmative action.
-----------------------------------------------
Fran Vicary
Manager
Queenslanders with Disability Network
Telephone  |  07 3252 8566
Mobile | 0408 720 099
E-mail  | manager@qdn.org.au
 

Mission - People with disability connecting for collective and affirmative action
Motto - Nothing about us without us
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