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21 October 2009
Dear QDN Member
Queenslanders with Disability Network is exploring the possibility of establishing a QDN Brisbane members’ group.  
QDN has a large pool of its membership residing in Brisbane and consequently does address issues that are specific to Brisbane members. It is therefore appropriate that QDN explores a more focused and proactive approach to dealing with local issues while at the same time providing space for Brisbane members to share ideas, experiences and generally network. 
You may be aware that QDN has local networks on the Gold Coast and in Cairns, both of which enjoy good patronage and have experienced success in dealing with issues that impact on people with disability at a local level. Examples of local matters include building access, footpaths, taxis etc. Having a collective voice under the QDN banner has made a positive difference to the outcomes achieved. 
You are invited to a morning tea and informal meeting at QDN’s head quarters in Bowen Hills on 11 November at 10am, to talk though the potential of creating a Brisbane group. An invitation with the details is attached. 
At the gathering we will primarily discuss: 
· The kind of issues that the group might address if it were established and
· The level of interest in establishing a group.
The outcome of this informal get-together will provide us with enough feedback to determine whether a local area network is possible. Should the meeting show support for a Brisbane group, QDN will organise a follow-up gathering early in 2010, to take the discussion to the next level.
So come along for some morning tea and good discussion on how we can make your network work better at a local level. If you are unable to come to this particular gathering but would like to contribute to the topic, feel free to call me on 3252 8566 or 0488770363 or email me at ndw@qdn.org.au.
Regards
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Saira Champion

Network Development Worker 
