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Housing

As QDN members are part of communities across the statement we seek to uphold and exercise our rights as citizens and state our belief that: 

All Queenslanders are entitled to have their basic need and right for housing met through affordable, appropriate and accessible housing – developed using individualised approaches that promotes people’s image, safety and wellbeing.
This includes the right to private and public housing that is NOT clustered, segregated or isolated.

The current situation for people with disability is:

I. The Queensland government is funding some non-government organisations to build cluster homes (modern day institutions) in isolated, segregated areas that have a low socio-economic profile and limited access to community facilities.

II. Compromises are made between Housing Queensland and Disability Services Queensland with regard to housing and support for people with disability.

III. The vulnerability of people with disability is not recognised within the public system.

IV. People are subjected to nightmarish, costly and drawn-out processes in attempt to have their needs met.
V. Public housing is decreasing and eligibility criteria are becoming more stringent with changes to legislation.
VI. Current public and private housing is not enough to meet demand or need, and waiting lists are unacceptable.

VII. There is a lack of information regarding housing services for people with disability.

VIII. People on low incomes have less ability, are constrained, and not always able to take advantage of housing options, if and when, they become available.

IX. There is ongoing discrimination against people with disability seeking appropriate housing, especially in the private sector.

X. The predominant ideology is based on economic rationalism and reductionism, rather than social justice principles and actions.
XI. Private rental housing is not ‘universal design’ and does not allow free access to people who have mobility impairments, but rather requires costly modifications to be habitable.

QDN members ask for policies that meet the needs of people with disability by upholding their universal right to housing that is based on universal design (and accessible to everyone), affordable, developed using individualised approaches, and is not clustered, isolated, “Convenient” or based on economics alone.
Ways forward, based on inclusive and responsive social policies that:

I. Implement policy that provides housing as a universal right for all.

II. Only approve housing developments or refurbishment based on universal design (which is accessible to everyone).

III. Develop and implement housing policy that makes housing affordable, appropriate and accessible.

IV. Change public housing policy to include individualised approaches.

V. Ensure that information provided by Housing Queensland is reliable, consistent, accessible, understood and timely.

VI. Cease building housing for people with disability that is:
· Clustered

· Isolated

· “Convenient” for services or funders

· Based on economic considerations alone, with no regard for individualised needs or choices.
VII. Form a working relationship between Housing Queensland and Disability Services Queensland, based on effective open, responsive, consistent and congruent policies processes and practices.
VIII. Amend the Residential Tenancies Act to include housing provided by government and non-government organisations and protects the rights of people with disability.

IX. Ensure renewed resolve within Housing Queensland in upholding its housing principles, policies and practice so that housing needs, as identified by people with disability, are met.
X. Commit to budget allocations to enable Housing Queensland to implement their policies and practices to meet the housing needs of people with disability.
The cost of inaction:

I. Poor quality of life.

II. Continued discrimination.

III. Ongoing congregation.

IV. Isolation and marginalisation.

V. Increases the lack of social, emotional and physical wellbeing.

VI. People with disability living in unsafe, unsuitable housing options such as hostels, boarding houses, group homes, nursing homes, institutions, or homeless.
VII. Undue cost burdens of modifying unsuitable housing being placed on people of usually low income.

