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Overview

These position statements have been developed by QDN from a synopsis of policy discussions conducted at the 3rd QDN gathering in 2002 and teleconferences conducted state-wide in December 2002.

Preamble

QDN as a network can put forward a voice by, with and for people with disability.  As part of this, QDN is very clear about the place of people with disability in our society and what needs to be happening here in Queensland.  

QDN believes that our voice, on behalf of people who do not have a voice, needs to be strong - articulating issues to those who can influence them for the better. 

Education.
All Queenslanders are entitled to:

I. An inclusive education system - as  a right for everybody in the community.

II. An education system with high standards, be inclusive, be accessible, non-segregated and integrated.

III. An education system which meets the needs of students with a disability.

IV. An education system which provides adequate support/services.

V. An education system that is equitable.

VI. An education system which does not discriminate against anyone.

The current situation for people with disability is:

I. Funding is insufficient.

II. Teachers and students receive inadequate training.

III.  Economics override social development and humanity. 

QDN believes:

I. Anyone with a disability has the ability to learn regardless of how profound their disability is.  

II. Education is not a money value, but a social investment. 

QDN asks the State government to:

I. Provide appropriate funding and resources to enable teachers and staff to be trained, thus they are responsive and proactive to the needs of students with a disability.  

II. Recognise the importance of educating all people, including those with a disability as valued members of our community and to be consistent with the social justice policies. 

The cost of inaction is:

I. Regression rather than progression.

II. Loss of purpose of life.

III. Not letting people with disability reach their full potential.  

Employment, employment alternatives and income security.
All Queenslanders are entitled to:

I. Equitable employment opportunities.

II. Open accessible, non-discriminatory and supportive work environments in which the individuals experience knowledge and skills are properly valued and utilised.  

III. People with disability who are vulnerable people are entitled to have their income safe guarded and managed in an accountable manner. 

The current situation for people with disabilities is: 

I. People with disability’s income is mismanaged.

II. People with disability live in poverty.

III. People with disability have restricted access to employment opportunities.

IV. People with disability face economic, social and political barriers to employment, training, financial security or fulfilling alternatives to work.

QDN believes:  

I. People have a right to appropriate employment and income security.

II. People should be free from exploitation through transparent accountable practices by government and non-government agencies. 

QDN ask the State government to:

I. Honour commitments and responsibilities under EEO legislation.

II. To acknowledge that all levels of government have a responsibility in eliminating barriers in employment and income security.

III. To ensure full and economic participation of people.

IV. To address these issue as a priority.

V. To implement accountable and transparent practices within the office of the public trustee.

VI. To continue to consult with QDN and its members on these issues.

The cost of inaction 

I. Is that vulnerable people have income mismanaged. 

II. People with disability live in poverty. 

III. People's skills, knowledge and experiences are not utilised at a social/economic cost to the community.

Getting Around.

All Queenslanders are entitled to:

I. Access to transport and the built environment which is equitable, safe, dignified, affordable and should be delivered in a prompt, co-ordinated manner for every member of the community.

The current situation for people with disability is:

II. Inequitable, undignified, unsafe, expensive and in some areas non-existent.

III. Lamentably slow to change and met with resistance by those with the power to bring about change.

QDN believes:

I. Without accessible transport and built environment, people with disability are denied access to community involvement eg: education, socialising, cultural engagement, employment, mobility.

II. For people with disabilities to take up their right as citizens, it is essential that people with disability have access to public and private transport, affordable housing, parks and buildings – built and natural environment.

III. DSQ should take the lead in advocating these issues to the other departments of the State Government.

QDN ask the State Government to:

I. The State government to Act lawfully and responsibly, to ensure that practitioners and designers are equipped to carry out their responsibilities and to consult broadly with people with disabilities and their advocates and allies as well.  

The cost of inaction is:

People with disabilities will always be excluded from participating in community through:

I. Loss of opportunity.

II. Loss of potential.

III. Loss of knowledge.

Housing.
All Queenslanders are entitled to:

I. Have their basic need and right for housing met through affordable appropriate and accessible housing.

II. The right to private and public housing that is NOT clustered and includes individualised approaches that promotes people’s image, safety and wellbeing.

Yet the current situation for people with disability is:

I. Public housing is decreasing.

II. Waiting lists are unacceptable.

III. Current public and private housing is not enough to meet the demands and needs of people with disability.

IV. Lack of information regarding housing services for people with disability.

V. People on low incomes have less ability and are constrained to take advantage of available options.

VI. Ongoing discrimination against people with disability seeking appropriate housing especially in the private sector.

VII. Regression to congregative housing arrangements

VIII. Current compromises are made between housing and DSQ in regard to housing and support for people with disability.

IX. Vulnerability of people with disability is not recognised within the public system.

X. People are subjected to nightmarish, costly and drawn-out processes to have their needs met.

XI. Predominant ideology is based on economic rationalistic, rather than, social justice principles and actions.

QDN Believes:

I. Housing is a universal right.

II. All housing be based on universal design (that is accessible to everyone).

III. Housing must be affordable appropriate accessible.

IV. Public housing needs to include individualised approaches.

V. Qld Housing Department needs to ensure that the information they provide is reliable, consistent, accessible, understood, and timely.

VI. Housing for people with disability should not be:

· Clustered

· Isolated

· “Convenient”

· or based on economics alone

QDN ask the State Government to:

I. Form a working relationship between Qld Housing and Disability Services Queensland based on effective open, responsive, consistent and congruent policies processes and practices so that people with disability are not made move vulnerable.

II. Ensure that the Residential Tenancies Act reflect these principles and practices.

III. DSQ in its lead agency role must ensure that the Qld Housing Department renew its resolve in upholding its housing principles, policies and practice so that the housing needs as identified by people with disability are met.

IV. That Qld Housing Department provides an increase in funding to implement their policies and practice.

V. Qld Housing Department resource and assist their counter/all staff to communicate more effectively with clients.

VI. That Qld Housing Department ONLY provides stock that is based on universal housing design principles.

The cost of inaction:

I. Poor quality of life.

II. Continued discrimination.

III. Ongoing congregation.

IV. Isolation and marginalisation.

V. Increases the lack of physical, emotional and physical wellbeing.

VI. This raises the number of people living in unsafe, unsuitable housing options eg: hostels, boarding houses, group homes, nursing homes, institutions, or homeless.

Access to information.

All Queenslanders are entitled to:

I. All Queenslanders are entitled to access to information in a way that is barrier-free, non-discriminatory and recognise our diverse needs.  

II. Privacy and safe guards around privacy of information. 

The current situation for people with a disability:

I. The way information is presented now discriminates against people and a lot of assumptions are made and people find it difficult to understand.  

II. People with disability are treated as a homogenous group and the assumption is that one sort of information presented is understandable to all people – regardless of disability e.g. deaf, visual impairment.  

III. The internet is often the only source of information and a lot of people with disability don't have access or find it difficult to access it.  

IV. People with disability are starved of information or find information hard to find and are often denied essential information. 

QDN believes:

I. The provision of information should be non-discriminatory.

II. Safeguards be put in place to protect the information for the use that that information, especially in relation to vulnerable people.

III. All people should be active participants in choosing who they want to share their information with.

IV. Bureaucracies and services should recognise address their inherent size and complexity, as it is a deterrent to access information and creates a power imbalance. 

QDN ask the State government to:

I. Introduce a cross-government framework to address the issues of access to information.

II. Commit to a universal model of information provision, that is consistent, clear, in plain language and simultaneously available in all formats.

III. Revisit organisations that they fund to establish a charter of responsibility to make sure that those organisations give information out in appropriate ways. 

The cost of inaction:

I. There is continuing marginalisation and a continuing power imbalance.

II. A continuing invasion of People with disability’s privacy, denial of citizenship and a maintenance of an underclass.  

III. Continued abuse at the individual level and the systemic level.

IV. A loss of privacy and on-going humiliation.  

Recreation, Culture, Spirituality and Sexuality.

All Queenslanders are entitled to:  

I. Opportunities to explore and experience recreation, culture, spirituality and sexuality and to do this by exercising free choice, being informed and by not being limited by other's assumptions as all these things are an essential part of life's enrichment and lead to the full expression of our humanness. 

The current situation for people with disability is:  

I. That many of us are treated the same and often as second class citizens who are denied valued roles and individuality. 

QDN believes:

I. That supporting people with disability is about much more than providing for our basic physiological needs. 

II. Recreation, culture, spirituality and sexuality are an integral part of the depth of our human experience. 

QDN ask the Government to:

I. Deliver responses that work developmentally with people at a pace that suits the individual for the mutual benefit of society. 

The cost of inaction:

I. Vulnerable people will continue to be neglected, abused and exploited.

II. Our society will not be judged to be a civil and just society.

III. Communities will be limited in their capacity to have vibrant, vigorous and sustainable growth.  

Life in The Community

All Queenslanders are entitled to:  

I. Live as contributing members within community life who are empowered free citizens who are valued, present, participating, welcomed members of any dynamic and diverse society.

The current situation for people with disability is:  

II. Culturally and historically, people with disability are not afforded the same value, opportunities or access to community life.

III. Inclusion in community for people with disability is conditional and vulnerable to withdrawal.

IV. Many people with disability in Queensland are excluded from the most basic experiences of ordinary lives.

V. People are placed together with others with disability in group responses, such as nursing homes, institutions and group homes.

QDN believes:

I. All people with disability need to be involved in community life not just on the margins but participating and contributing in the networks that make up the social, political, economical and cultural life of our State.

QDN ask the Government to:

II. Provide appropriate means to include people with disability in community life - society is enriched and people with disability gain dignity in the reciprocal roles that people take on with one another. 

III. In order to be a part of ordinary life people with disability need support and services that acknowledge who people with disability are and support life in a personalised way.  People with disability need formal and informal supports that allow expression of our individuality and are tailored to our needs. 

IV. Resource and promote support that is flexible and responsive to changes in daily life, enabling to accommodate differences throughout life.  

V. Resource and promote support that is built on the recognition of our authority to influence the decisions that affect us and our lives.  

The cost of inaction:

I. Exclusion and isolation mean a loss of belonging.

II. Loss of relationships.

III. Loss of roles.

IV. Loss of options and choices.

V. Loss of a sense of self, as participating and contributing members of a family, a neighbourhood or a community.  

VI. Simply stated when people with disability are denied their basic human and welfare rights and are forced to live exclusive lives, their identity as a person instead is shaped by loneliness, depression, pessimism, fear, personal insecurity and can have an extreme detrimental effect on people with disability.
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