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QDN’s Beliefs, Values, Mission, Motto and Objectives

Beliefs
People involved with QDN understand that culturally and historically, people with disability are not afforded the same value, opportunities, or access to community life as other citizens. 
It is important that people representing QDN work to ensure people with disability can claim their rightful place in community life where they:

· are welcomed, valued and present

· have opportunities to live full and equal lives
· have a home of their own in their preferred social context

· have access to personalised supports that enhance their lifestyle

· have opportunity to move around their neighbourhood

· are participating and contributing members in social, economic and political life of their community
· have their gifts and talents recognised

· have their lived experience acknowledged

· have natural authority to influence the direction of their own lives
· are entitled to all the rights afforded to citizens of Australia.
Mission

QDN’s mission statement is used to guide all decisions about policies and practices to ensure these remain in keeping with what we say we stand for. 

QDN’s mission is:

People with disabilities connecting for

collective and affirmative action.
Motto
QDN’s motto says it all:
Nothing about us without us.
Values
Queenslanders with Disability Network (QDN) is a network of people with disability:

· which is for, of, with and by people with disability

· that speaks with a strong, relevant, active, significant and, if necessary, outspoken voice
· are part of a considered network that takes a stand, which is visible and inclusive of all people with disability who share our core values
· where activities are undertaken within a human rights framework in which people are valued and disability is recognised as a social issue
· which ensures that people with disability who have no avenues for expressing their needs, have a strong, vigorous network that stands by and for them
· which undertakes its activities with a spirit and culture which recognises interdependence, shared experiences and shared values
· that provides an atmosphere of mutual respect, openness, conviviality, hospitality and fellowship
· which works actively to change society so people with disability have citizenship and are an active and valued part of the community
· which is here for the long term, encourages participation, and harnesses the energy and potential for influence (experience and wisdom) of people with disability
· which, while recognising and embracing diversity, differences and individualism, accepts collective decision-making within shared values 

Objectives

In line with our mission, values and beliefs, the objectives of QDN as an organisation are:

· to resource, develop and maintain a network of people with disability
· to be of, by, for and with people with disability
· to stand by and for people with disability are not consulted or heard on the issues that affect them
· to resource and support individual and network action on issues that affect people with disability
· to provide a mechanism and vehicle for the voice of people with disability to be heard on and influence the issues that affect them
· to take part in government processes and/or lobby on matters that affect people with disability
· to promote the valued status and participation of all people with disability in all aspects of community life as full citizens
· to be responsible and accountable in the management of the resources of the network to achieve organisational goals
QDN is a growing state-wide organisation open to all people with disability who believe in our entitlement to live full and equal lives. The network fulfils this role by ensuring people with disability have information, build knowledge collectively, and speak as a united voice on a range of issues that directly affect us and others with disability in communities across Queensland. 
QDN’s vision is for people with disability to achieve full and active citizenship and all it involves.
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